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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Thursday 28th March 2024

Thursday 28th March
End of Term 4

Monday 15th April 
Term 5 Begins

Thursday 18th April
KS1 Spaceman Visit

Friday 10th May
Yr 6 SATS breakfast trial run

Mon - Thu 13th to 16th May
Year 6 SATS 

Breakfast 8am 

Sat & Sun 18th & 19th May
FIRPS Scarecrow Weekend

Just to let you know our 
uniform supplier 
Simmonds has 

rebranded and is now 
trading as Monkhouse.  

You will be able to reach 
them with the usual 
website address or 

Istead Rise School Uniform

New School Lunch 
Menu for Term 5

Online Safety                         
Newsletter                                        
April 2024

Dear Istead Rise families,

It was good to see so many of you attend last week’s parent consultations. We hope you found 
the session informative and enjoyed looking at your child’s work.
We are delighted to share with you through this week’s newsletter the amazing opportunities the 
children have experienced and enjoyed over the last two weeks. Next term is going to be just as 
busy, as we prepare Year 6 for the KS2 SATs, Year 4 for the MTC (Multiplication Tables Check), 
Year 2 for their SATS and Year 1 for the phonics screening. We are grateful for the support you 
give your child with their learning.
We would like to wish you all a safe and happy Easter and look forward to welcoming the 
children back on Monday 15th April. 

Best wishes,
Mrs M Clark
Deputy Headteacher

Please look out for our                   
new signs outside of the school 
promoting good parking practice 

when dropping and picking up 
your child.  We are having 

increasing amounts of 
complaints regarding this issue 

and would appreciate your 
cooperation with this. 
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A big well done 
to George and 

Harry for taking 
part in and 

coming 1st and 
2nd in the 

Beavers District 
Cross Country 

race at the 
weekend and 

also to Nathan 
for coming 1st in 

the sibling’s 
race.                      

A big well done 
to you all!

Olivia of Oak & Poppy, Millie H & Millie C of Willow have recently taken part in 
two dance competitions representing Zest Dance Academy. They won both 

events.

Millie C, Millie H & Poppy also passed their Tap & Ballet exams with Zest, here 
they are with their awards.

A fantastic achievement girls, well done from all of us at Istead Rise Primary! 



A very special visit
The children were so excited to have a very special visit from the fire service. We have learnt so 
much about fire safety and what to do in case of a fire. We were able to sit in the fire engine and  
listen to the siren. The firemen showed us different equipment and we were able to hold some of 

it. We then learnt how to use the hose - shooting water at a cone on the school field. 

We have been 
mixing colours to 

see what new 
colours we can 

make.



Frog spawn 
We have been really 
lucky to have frog 
spawn donated to us. 
The children have been 
learning about the life 
cycle of a frog and have been excited to 
watch the frogspawn turn into tadpoles. 
The children  are checking everyday for 
new changes!  

Maths 
In maths we have been learning 
all about 3D shapes. We have 

looked at a cube, cuboid, cone, 
pyramid, cylinder and sphere. 

We have sorted the shapes into 
their properties - curved and 

straight edges. 
After this we explored what 2D 
shapes we could see within our 
3D shapes. We had so much fun 

using paint to print our 3D 
shapes onto paper! 

Theme: Julia Donaldson 
The Smeds and the Smoos 
We have been reading our Julia 
Donaldson book of the week:  
The Smeds and the Smoos.                  
We have been practising reading 
alien words                                                        
(our made up                                                      
words) using                                                                                                            
our phonetic                                            
knowledge.                                                             
We have been                                                      
retelling the                                                              
story and making our own 
rockets from junk modelling.

We have                        
produced some 
amazing writing, 

thinking about things 
we would take                         

to space.



Palm class have been exploring 
Buddhism in RE this term. They have 

embraced meditation and gained insights 
into the life of the Buddha. As a final 
activity, they explored the tradition of 

drinking green tea, a popular beverage 
Buddhists have to enhance focus.

“What did the tomato sauce say to the sausage when they 
were running late for school? Ketchup!” This was just 

one of the jokes Palm class programmed their animations 
to say during their computing lesson. They have loved 

learning about the process behind their favourite 
animated shows this term and giving it a go themselves!

FIRPS Easter Activity 
We completed the FIRPS annual Easter activities 

and won ourselves an Easter egg! We had so 
much fun!  Thank you FIRPS!

Palm class also embarked on an exciting engineering challenge by 
designing and constructing their very own catapults! While some 

initially found it challenging, the children demonstrated 
perseverance and determination!

Easter craft 
Acorns have been very excited about Easter. We have been learning 

about why we celebrate Easter - listening to the Easter story.  We 
went on to make our own Easter crafts.  We have had lots of fun!



We have continued our learning with 
the Beebots and can now give the 

Beebots more than one instruction at 
a time to get them from A to B. 

The children have had a very practical, hands on approach in art this term again. Each week, they have been learning a different     
craft from wrapping, to weaving, to plaiting. We have also had the support of Mrs Mackie to help make each child a loom box to 

include all their craft into one design. I’m sure they will all look fantastic when they are complete!
In Science, we have been learning about different materials being absorbent and waterproof and completing experiments to                    

gather proof. 

Have a lovely 
Easter Break 
and enjoy the 

holiday!



. 

It was a wet week at Forest School for Year 1. However, the rain never stopped the class from enjoying their last session in the forest.  Oak Class 
braved the weather to toast a marshmallow over the campfire to sandwich between two chocolate biscuits to make a Smore. Everyone thought 

these were delicious. 



Sycamore Class have had another fabulous couple of 
weeks.  They have enjoyed learning about the Romans 
in History and Buddhism in R.E.  The children finished 

the maths unit on mass and capacity and have just 
started a unit on adding and subtracting fractions.  In 
art, the children enjoyed being creative with paint, oil 

pastels and pencils making Egyptian scrolls. 

They thoroughly enjoyed all 
the learning themed around 
Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory and loved their 
superclass afternoon 
designing and making 

chocolate factories.



It's been a fantastic final two weeks to Term 4! 
In English we have completed our sequence of writing a diary, where the survivors of the dragons are forced to live underground. 

The children have really enjoyed our themes for writing this term and have helped to choose one of the sequences for next term, based on the quality of their 
sentences we have been doing as part of morning work. 

In Maths we have completed our work on fractions, including improper, mixed number and addition and subtraction of fractions, which they have done well at due 
to their knowledge of times tables. 

Our unit on settlers in Geography has now ended, with the children completing some excellent maps of a new settlement. While in music we have finished our 
unit on ‘Lean on me’, which again they have thoroughly enjoyed - you may have heard them singing it at the end of the day last week. 

Can parents please double check the reading books that their children are bringing into school, as we have had instances over the past two weeks where children 
have been bringing in several books which are not needed and there has been an occasion where there has been an issue over ownership and books have gone 

missing, causing avoidable upset. Please make sure that your child only has their current reading book and their planner in their bags. Thank you.

Have a great Easter break, and we’ll be back in Term 5 raring to go.

Thank you 
so much to 

our 
wonderful 

FIRPS team 
for 

organising 
the fun 
Easter 

events for 
us all!



Willow have really enjoyed learning all about 
the Ancient Egyptians this term and had their 

last lesson on this topic on Monday. 
They’ve also had a wonderful time learning all 
about architecture during their art lessons and 

have produced some really amazing work! 



Year 6 have been busy in preparation for SATs and have been working hard to make 
their own revision booklet which they are very proud of. 

We finished off our WW2 History topic this week by looking at why WW2 ended. The 
class have really enjoyed this topic and are often discussing it and asking questions 
throughout other lessons. 

Year 6 have produced some wonderful Science work this                                                    
term and finished off the Earth and Space topic by                                                                                        
researching different scientists - the most current one                                                                              
being Tim Peake. 

Thank you to Nathan and his family for sharing some 
very interesting information about a                                           
family member, in relation to WW2.                                                   
The children enjoyed this                                                    
presentation.                                                                         
Well done to Nathan and Isaac for                                                
presenting this to the class. 

Have a wonderful half term! 

Year 6 had an egg-cellent time during the egg                                                        
rolling competition! 

Well done to our winners! 
1st - Archie, 2nd - Cerys, 3rd - Jude.





Week Ending 22.03

Acorns Class 
Willow H for Respect, Vinnie for Perseverance                                                                          

& Cara for Self Reflection  
Oak  Class

Archie for Perseverance, Ellie & Neda for Independence 
Palm Class 

Samantha for Self Reflection, Amber & Leo D for Independence 
Sycamore Class 

Sujaan for Independence, Alicia & William for Perseverance 
Cherry Class

Oliver F for Self Reflection, Cooper M & Ruby WN for Independence 
Willow Class

Brody & Lyra for Independence, Tommy for Respect 
Aspen Class 

Olivia, Cerys & Isabella for Perseverance 

Week Ending 29.03

Acorns Class 
Teddy & Aria for Perseverance 

Oak Class 
Jaxon for Perseverance, Valerie for Self Reflection & Jacob T for Respect  

Palm Class
Ava for Independence, Leo D for Self Reflection & Bobby For Respect

Sycamore Class
Keira for Respect, Teddy for Self Reflection & Alf for Independence  

Cherry Class
Oliver M for Respect, Louie for Perseverance                                                                                            

& Katelyn for Independence 
 Willow Class

Alfie & Kasey for Independence, Tess for Perseverance 
  Aspen Class

Ruby, Rohan & Nathan for Perseverance 



 

W/E 22.03
Winning Class

1st Cherry
2nd Willow

3rd Sycamore

W/E 22.03
Most Valuable Player 

1st Cooper G of Cherry
2nd Ronak of Willow 

3rd Delphine of Cherry

W/E 22.03
Keira of Sycamore                                      

& Leah-Marie of Cherry 

W/E 22.03
Sujaan of Sycamore                                                   

& Alfie of Willow 

W/E 29.03
Arabella, Joshua & Louie of 
Cherry, Teddy of Sycamore 

W/E 29.03
Summer & Otis of Cherry, 

Charlie of Sycamore 

W/E 22.03
Amaia ,Evelyn, Nevaeh, Samuel, 

Jack L, Darcey & Elliott of 
Sycamore, Isaac of Aspen, Kai of 

Cherry, Finn of Willow, Luna & 
Devan of Palm, Jaxon of Oak

W/E 22.03
Bradley & Teddy of Sycamore, 

Mia & Nathan of Aspen, 
Delphine, Cooper M, Freddie, 
Edward, Samuel L & Martin of 

Cherry, Harry & Ronak of 
Willow, Felix of Palm, Abel & 

Oliver of Acorns

W/E 22.03
Henry, Sujaan, Charlie, Harry, 

Saskia & George of Sycamore, 
Oliver of Aspen, Lucas, Esme, 

Katelyn,Matilda & Otis of Cherry, 
Charlie, Millie H, Thomas, Scarlett, 

Jace, Tess, Molly & Harvey of 
Willow, Leo D & Leo H of Palm, 

Jaxon of Acorns

W/E 22.03
Nihaal & Samuel-Yanis                                

of Cherry, Tyler of Palm,                                       
Nathan & Neda of Oak

The results                          
of week ending 

29.03 will be in the 
next newsletter 
after the Easter 

Holidays 

W/E 29.03
Nihaal, Matilda & Samuel-Yanis of 
Cherry, Thomas, Scarlett & Jace of 

Willow, Neda & Nathan of Oak,                   
Tyler of Palm 

W/E 29.03
Esme of Cherry, Henry, 

Sujaan, Charlie, Harry, Saskia 
& George of Sycamore, Millie 
H, Molly & Harvey of Willow, 

Leo D & Leo H of Palm, Abel & 
Jaxon of Acorns 

W/E 29.03
Samuel L, Martin, Edward, 

Cooper M & Freddie of Cherry, 
Teddy & Bradley of Sycamore, 
Ronnie, Alfie & Lillie of Willow, 
Ronnie of Palm, Sophia & Ava 

of Oak, Oliver of Acorns

W/E 29.03
Kai of Cherry, Amaia,                          

Nevaeh, Jack L, Darcey                                        
& Elliott of Sycamore, Devan & 
Khenyang of Palm, Jaxson & 

Olivia of Oak 

W/E 29.03
Nihaal & Matilda of Cherry 



On Thursday 18th April 2024 Acorns, Oak & Palm Classes will be taking part in a 'Spaceman 
Workshop' with James Jefferson.  You can also purchase a book by the author which he will sign 
for the children on the day of his visit.  For full details please use this link Spaceman Workshop

https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=948&type=pdf

