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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 24th May 2024

Friday 24th May
End of Term 5

Monday 3rd June
Term 6 Begins

Wednesday 5th June
Y6 PGL parent meeting                                

@ 3:30pm

Thursday 6th June 
FIRPS Father’s Day Shop

Wednesday 12th June
School Photographer
Class Photographs 

Friday 14th June
Year 1 Trip Hobbledown Heath

Tuesday 18th June
Parent drop-ins Y1-6

Wednesday 19th June
Sports Day

am - KS2, pm - KS1

Friday 21st June 
Year 2 Trip Joss Bay 

Monday 24th - Friday 28th June 
Year 6 PGL

Dear Istead Rise families,

The end of Term 5 has come around very quickly and it's hard to 
believe we have only one term left of the academic year. This 
newsletter celebrates all the wonderful learning and fun 
opportunities that the children  experience whilst at our school. We 
know that our staff work very hard towards achieving this and have 
planned further amazing trips and experiences for term 6. Please 
make a note of key dates to the left.

Well done to Year 6, who made it into school everyday at 8:00am 
last week (even if they were encouraged by the delicious English 
breakfast served each morning), and tried their very best when 
completing the KS2 SATS.

We would also like to take the opportunity to wish Miss Underdown 
the very next of luck in her new job at another school, which she 
starts in term 6. We thank her for all her hard work and for the 
positive impact she has made on so many of our children. Good 
luck Miss Underdown.

Wishing you all a safe and enjoyable half-term.                                                  
Istead Rise Team

School Lunch Menu

This link will take                           
you to our recent                       

letter regarding the                               
Kent Test 2024                                           

Kent Test 2024
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We’ve reached the end of Term 5 - a very busy term! 
Behind the scenes, the transition arrangements for our year 6 pupils are 
already underway. Mrs Andreou has met with the SENCos of the local 
secondary schools, where all SEND information, strategies, adaptations, 
academic progress and SEND reports have been fully handed over. Further 
transition discussions with pupils and visits from secondary schools will 
take place in term 6.

The SEND and Inclusion Team here at Istead were thrilled to see our hard 
work and passion for SEND acknowledged and praised in the Ofsted report 
that was published earlier this term. We would like to thank the parents of 
our children with SEND also, as only                                                                                           
a true partnership between parents                                                                                                      
and school can lead to such                                                                                                                                     
fantastic outcomes.                                                                                          



To support our understanding of the natural world we 
have been learning about pollination. We have 
discovered many different pollinators and have 
completed an experiment to really deepen our 

understanding of how pollination works. We pretended 
to be a pollinator - diving into a flower (a bag) to take 
the nectar (cheese crisps) and come out covered in 

pollen (crumbs). From there we ‘flew’ to a friends 
flower and touched it to see if the ‘pollen’ had spread. 
The children had so much fun - especially eating the 

part where we got to eat crisps! 

We had an extra special 
visitor to our Acorns 

classroom this week. Lyra, 
in year 5, has a keen 

interest in bees and has 
lots of pictures and 

knowledge to share. She 
kindly donated her time to 
talk to us about her recent 

beekeeper experience.
Thank you Lyra!

Theme:                                       
Minibeast Bees 

Over the last few weeks                     
we have been learning about 

bees, and we have discovered 
just how fascinating they are.                               

We have learnt                                   
so much!

In Maths we have been learning how we can 
manipulate and rotate shapes to develop our 
spatial and reasoning skills. Beyond this we 
have learnt how to compose and decompose 
shapes, using our own pictures to create our 

own ‘puzzle pieces’. 

Minibeast hunt - We went on a 
minibeast hunt! The acorns children 

really impressed us with their 
eagerness to go exploring - they took 
their jobs very seriously and worked 

incredibly well  in pairs!



Upon our arrival we had a very exciting bug talk. We got 
to share our own knowledge of bugs as well as learn lots 

of new and interesting things. We were able to look at 
shedded skin of spiders and other insects. 

Trying honey - We have been 
learning all about how bees make 
honey. Acorns have been busy 
making their own honey 
sandwiches - overcoming the 
challenges of cutting. Everyone 
of our acorns tried the sandwiches 
which is a huge achievement to try 
a new food. We had mixed reviews! 

We had the most fantastic trip to Wingham visiting lots of                                   
different animals and learning lots of new things. We fed the                            
Rainbow Lorikeets - which ended up with lots of them landing 
on our heads and hands! We watched the monkeys play, 
explored the nocturnal centre and much much more! 
The children were very excited that Mr Payne was able to
join us for our adventure at  the zoo!



We have really enjoyed our 
DT topic this term of 

designing and making a 
hand puppet for the story 
of Little Red Riding Hood. 
We have learnt to sew and 

we were fantastic at it!!

In Science, we have been 
learning about plants and 

we have grown some 
beans. They are getting 

very tall!

In maths, we have been working on our fractions and finding 
half and quarter of shapes and amounts. Halves we found pretty 

easy, but we may need some help with quarters!

Our stick insects                         
have grown quite a                      
bit since last term.                   
They do eat a lot of 

leaves, so that’s    
probably why!



This week, Palm class have been mastering how to read an 
analogue clock in Maths. They’ve learned to recognise the 

hours, count the minutes intervals of five and understand how 
quarters divide the hour. It’s been great hearing them tell the 

time and count down the minutes until the next lesson.

In science, we explored the 
importance of good hygiene. Palm 
class covered their hands in glitter 

to simulate germs and observed 
how easily they spread. Then, they 

practiced different cleaning 
techniques and recognised how 

effective soap and water can be to 
get rid of germs!



It has been another 
exciting couple of weeks 

with lots of practical 
experiences.  We 

concluded our topic on 
money by calculating 
change in a practical 

context.  Five shops were 
set up for children to 
purchase goods and 

calculate change.  The 
children loved every 

moment of this 
experience.

The children worked really 
hard and persevered to 

finish their English essay on 
the rainforest.  In geography 

the class thought about 
ways in which we could help 
save the rainforest and what 

small steps we could all 
make to have an impact on 
the environment. In Science 

we are exploring
the requirement of plants for 
life and growth and how they 
vary from plant to plant.  We 
prepared 4 liquids: tap water, 

fertiliser, orange juice and 
salt water.  We are have 

made predictions and are 
now observing what 

happens.



This week                              
we finished our D.T.                      
cooking unit.  The 

children thoroughly 
enjoyed making a 

vegetable tart                                
using seasonal 

produce.  



. 

Year 3 had a tasteful last 
session in the Forest this 
week. The class enjoyed 

toasting marshmallows over 
the fire before sandwiching 

them between two chocolate 
biscuits to make a smore. 

Yum! Well done Year 3.



It has been a busy end of term! This week we went on our trip to Dover Castle so that we could see some of the things we                                                                        
learnt about this term. The children were very excited and were able to answer all of the questions we put to them from                                                                          
both their prior learning in school and also from seeing the things for real. It was a great day out, packed with fantastic                                                                                     
learning! We completed our English work on creating a Travel Brochure for the country of  Japan, with very professional                                                                                                      
looking final brochures. We spent this week looking specifically at vocabulary describing a character and how our word                                                              
choices affect how the character is perceived by the reader. In maths we have been working on time, looking at minutes, 
seconds, weeks and months of the year and converting from analogue to digital time.  This is something which the children
have found tricky, so if you could spend some time learning how to tell the time with them on a normal analogue clock
that would really help. In Science we have started our investigation into how beans grow and are looking carefully at how 
the seeds change and germinate. We have finished our unit on pilgrimage in Islam, and next term will be looking at 
pilgrimage in Judaism. We also took part in the latest MTC world cup this week, qualifying from the regional leagues into
the national final on Thursday - we’ll keep you up to date on how that goes! Have a great half term.



Willow class has been making pop-up books in DT, based on the nursery rhyme Jack and Jill. They’ve used levers and pulleys to create moving parts. 
They have also written amazing poems in English and have been learning all about position and direction in maths. 



Well done to Year 6 for getting to the end of this term! You have all worked so hard and 
I’m sure you are relieved that the SATs are over! 

In PSHE, we are looking at many aspects of online safety - a topic that regularly comes 
up in Year 6. 

We have also been catching up on some SPaG work now that we have finished writing 
our persuasive letters to Mr. Payne. 

Year 6 are looking forward to their well-earned superclass treat on Friday morning!



Year 6                         
had lots of fun 

icing and eating 
biscuits this 

morning! 



Week Ending 17.05

Acorns Class 
Joshua for Self Reflection & Cara for Independence 

Oak  Class
Jaxon for Respect, Valerie & Benjamin for Independence 

Palm Class 
Devan for Independence, Ava & Freya for Perseverance 

Sycamore Class 
William & Saskia for Self Reflection, Dolly for Independence 

Cherry Class
Kai for Respect, Esme for Self Reflection & Otis for Perseverance  

Willow Class
Charlie for Respect, Poppy & Millie C for Independence

Aspen Class 
Ollie & Olivia for Perseverance, Charlie C for Self Reflection 

Week Ending 24.05

Acorns Class 
Ava for Independence & James for Perseverance  

Oak Class 
Oscar for Perseverance, Lennon for Respect & Jacob T for Self Reflection 

Palm Class
Whole Class Independence 

Sycamore Class
Darcey & Evelyn for Self Reflection, Nevaeh for Perseverance  

Cherry Class
Freddie for Perseverance, Cooper M & Martin for Self Reflection 

 Willow Class
Harvey for Perseverance, Brody for Self Reflection & Alfie for Respect 

  Aspen Class
Whole Class Perseverance 



W/E 17.05
Winning Class

1st Cherry
2nd Sycamore

3rd Willow

W/E 17.05
Most Valuable Player 
1st Martin of Cherry

2nd Sujaan of Sycamore 
3rd Charlie S of Sycamore

W/E 17.05
Abril of Cherry, Lyla & 
Charlotte of Sycamore 

W/E 17.05
Sybil of Oak 

W/E 17.05
Evelyn of Sycamore                              
& Jacob of Willow 

W/E 24.05
Winning Class
1st Sycamore

2nd Willow
3rd Cherry

W/E 24.05
Most Valuable Player 

1st Elliott T of Sycamore
2nd Charlie S of Sycamore
3rd William of Sycamore 

W/E 24.05
Stanley of Sycamore, 
Katelyn & Freddie of 

Cherry 

W/E 24.05
Alicia & William of Sycamore, Ellie & 

Daisy of Oak, Khenrab of Acorns, 
Kasey & Mila of Willow

W/E 24.05
Amaia, Nevaeh, Jack L & Darcey of 
Sycamore, Abril of Cherry, Devan & 
Khenyang of Palm, Finn of Willow   

W/E 24.05
Evelyn, Teddy & Bradley of Sycamore, 

Ronnie & Felix of Palm, Sophia & 
Jaxon of Oak, Oliver of Acorns, Harry, 

Ronak & Alfie of Willow  

W/E 24.05
Henry, Saskia & George of Sycamore, 

Delphine, Cooper M, Lucas, Esme, 
Katelyn, Samuel L & Edward of 

Cherry, Leo & Leo of Palm, Jaxon of 
Acorns, Charlie, Scarlett, Tess & 

Molly of Willow  

W/E 24.05
Sujaan, Charlie & Harry of Sycamore, 

Matilda, Nihaal & Samuel Yanis of Cherry, 
Tyler of Palm, Neda of Oak, Millie H, 

Thomas, Jace & Harry of Willow  

W/E 17.05
Nathan of Oak 

W/E 24.05
Nathan of Oak 

W/E 17.05
Matilda, Samuel-Yanis & Nihaal of                               

Cherry, Charlie of Sycamore, 
Thomas, Jace & Harvey of Willow, 

Tyler of Palm, Neda of Oak 

W/E 17.05
Otis, Lucas, Esme, Katelyn & Edward                                                
of Cherry Henry, Sujaan, Harry, Saskia                                               

& George of Sycamore, Charlie, Millie H,                                          
Tess & Molly of Willow, Leo D & Leo H                                                 

of Palm, Jaxon of Acorns

W/E 17.05
Delphine, Martin & Samuel L of Cherry,                                         
Teddy & Bradley of Sycamore, Ronak, 
Alfie & Lillie of Willow, Ronnie & Felix 
of Palm, Oliver of Acorns, Sophia & 

Jaxon of Oak

W/E 17.05
Evelyn,Jack L,Darcey &                                                          

Samuel of Sycamore,                                                               
Devan & Khenyang of Palm,                                                                  
Jacob F & Harry of Willow

W/E 17.05
Alicia, Nevaeh & William of Sycamore,                                             
Abril of Cherry, Ellie & Daisy of Oak,                                     

Khenrab of Acorns, Mia, Kasey & Finn                                            
of Willow




