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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 13th December 2024

   
Wednesday 18th December 

Christmas Dinner 
& Jumper Day

Friday 20th December 
End of Term 2

Monday 6th January 2025
INSET Day - School Closed

Tuesday 7th January 
Term 3 Begins

 

Dear Istead Rise families,

We hope you enjoy our final newsletter of Term 2. As usual, it showcases the 
huge range of learning and fun activities which pupils experience at our school. 
We appreciate all the support you have given staff and pupils in preparing for 
and attending the various carol concerts and nativities which have taken place 
this week. I am sure you will agree the performances have been fantastic, which 
demonstrates how hard children (and staff) have worked in preparing for them. 
On behalf of all the staff at Istead Rise, we would like to wish you a Happy 
Christmas, and a peaceful and healthy New Year.

Best wishes,
Mrs M Clark

Christmas Dinner & 
Jumper Day 

Wednesday 18th 
December.  

Please book your 
child’s                  

dinner via Parent 
Pay in the usual 

way.

Thank you so much to 
our wonderful FIRPS 

Team for organising such 
a fun, festive treat for the 

children.  They really 
enjoyed visiting Mrs 

Claus' Kitchen, and the 
Panto.

Thank you again for all 
your hard work.

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
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Well done to Sophia of Palm, 
Sophie of Sycamore, Issac of 
Acorns & Arabella of Willow 
who were  the winners of our 

‘best dressed’ competition 
for Children in Need Day!

The children have 
had a busy couple 

of weeks; 
practising for their 

Christmas Song 
Performance, 

making 
decorations for the 

Christmas tree, 
making stained 
glass windows 
during art and 

watching a 
wonderful 

Pantomime. They 
have also enjoyed 

time with their 
friends playing 

games to support 
social skills. 

Acorns Class                 
have been                     

working really                   
hard on their 
phonics. This                    

week we have been 
learning about 

‘Special friends’ (two 
letters that make 

one sound). 



This term, Oak class 
has been learning 
about Guy Fawkes 

and  the Gunpowder 
Plot. The children 

have found the 
topic fascinating 
and have been 
impressive in 

remembering key 
dates and people. 
To bring history to 

life, they 
participated in an 

interactive 
workshop where 

they witnessed the 
events unfold and 
even got involved. 

They were excellent 
listeners and loved 
getting involved in 

the acting!



During the past two weeks at Forest School, Year 1 have been using tools. They made flags using the Hapa-Zome 
printing technique.  This was done by placing a leaf under a piece of calico and then hitting it with a hammer.  Some of 
the class thought it was magic and of course it was. Last week, the class were extremely sensible when they used the 
Bow Saw to make a wood cookie from a branch that fell down during the last storm. At Forest School we like to reuse 

and recycle materials to support our Sustainability Projects. Today (13.12.24) is Year 1’s last session in the Forest. 
Pictures from today can be found in the next newsletter which will be in the new year.                                               

Happy Christmas from Mrs T Clark.



Christmas activities are in full swing in Palm 
class! As well as continuing with normal lessons, 
the children have also taken part in a Christmas 
workshop (provided by FIRPS) and have made 

decorations for the Christmas tree in the KS1 hall. 
They’ve also been working hard on writing a 

newspaper report about Plop the Owl in English 
lessons and learning about shapes and symmetry 

in maths. 



The children have been very busy over the last couple of weeks and tremendously excited about performing their 
Christmas production. Didn’t they do well!  In maths we continue to focus on multiplication and division, the children 

are gaining confidence with the 3, 4 and 8 times tables.  In English we are writing a biography about Jacques 
Cousteau.  In history we have just researched the Iron Age and will be going on to learn about Stonehenge.  The 

children enjoyed looking at and exploring Stone Age artefacts borrowed from Maidstone Museum.  The focus in our 
most recent science investigation has been on how magnets attract and repel.  The children loved our DT topic - 

seasonal vegetables and thoroughly enjoyed the final lesson making, cooking and evaluating a vegetable tart.                        
The children enjoyed their mini disco Superclass last week and had a fabulous time watching the school                               

Panto this week.



It’s been a busy time in Cherry! In English we have been working on a short 
narrative based on the ending of Back to the Future, focusing on paragraphing 
to separate the movement back and forth between scenes. In Maths we have 
now completed our unit on multiplication and division, and will now focus on 

the four operations we have looked at this year. In Science we have completed 
our work on electricity, ending with working LEDs and ensuring that circuits 
are complete, which has also included ensuring that our switch works. In RE 
we have looked at the significance of Canterbury Cathedral, which links with 
the work we have been doing in History on the Anglo-Saxons, which we will 
complete by looking at the end of Saxon rule in England with the Battle of 

Hastings and its outcome. The children have continued to work hard on their 
structures in DT, which are really starting to take shape. And of course we’ve 

had the Christmas carol concert and a trip to the theatre! Phew!

Year 5 have had a busy couple of weeks in school, carrying out lots of exciting learning and taking part in Christmas activities. The children had a 
fantastic time visiting Mrs Claus’ kitchen to create their own Christmas plates. They also enjoyed watching ‘Jack and the beanstalk’ Panto.                          
Thank you FIRPS for arranging these.



In maths we have continued our focus on fractions and have worked incredibly hard when tackling some challenging questions. In English we have 
come to the end of our learning sequence, writing a  biography on Henry VIII and are going to finish the term creating a set of instructions based on 
the Grinch on how to steal Christmas.   As our history topic ‘Tudors’ comes to an end, the children had the opportunity to explore some artefacts in 

the loan box from Maidstone Museum. 

We also                                          
had our Christmas          

service at the church on 
Wednesday and all the 

children did an amazing 
job reading their lines    
and singing, despite                     

our technical                     
difficulties.

This week                              
we were set the 

challenge by Mr Payne 
to create some artwork 

for his room, that we 
believed represented 

the school. The children 
came up with some 

super pieces of  
artwork.



Year 6 had a great 
time in Science 
recently. They 
carried out an 

investigation to 
test whether 

different items 
would dissolve in 

water. 

Year 6                           
had fun looking 

through our 
Victorian loan 

box from 
Maidstone 
Museum!





Well done to all the 
children who have 

attended STEM club 
these past two terms. 
They have engineered 

many projects. Recently 
the club has made light 

up boxes, decorated 
gingerbread men and 

made a Christmas tree 
using knots and lashings. 
I am incredibly proud of 

all the projects they have 
completed. I hope you all 
have a Happy Christmas                    

Mrs T Clark.  



Week Ending 06.12
Acorns  Class

Albert for Perseverance, Billy & Jessica for Independence 
Oak  Class

Eden for Perseverance, James for Self Reflection                                                
& Cara for Respect 

Palm Class 
Adriana for Independence, Charlie for Self Reflection                                           

& Neda for Perseverance 
Sycamore Class 

Annabelle for Self Reflection, Leo H for Respect                                                 
& Aria for Independence 

Cherry Class
Evelyn, Darcey & Amaia for Self Reflection  

Willow Class
Shae for Independence, Kai & Ted for Self Reflection 

Aspen Class 
Carter, Brody & Theo for Perseverance

Week Ending 13.12
Acorns Class

Clark for Perseverance, Chantelle & Tyrell for Respect
Oak Class

Nellie & Rosie for Respect, Joshua for Perseverance
Palm Class 

Ellie, Olivia & Elena for Independence 
Sycamore Class 

Ashiya for Perseverance, Khenyang for Independence                                                     
& Raelie for Respect

Cherry Class
Lyla & Henry for Respect, Harry for Independence

Willow Class
Louie for Independence, Rajan for Respect                                                               

& Cooper for Perseverance 
Aspen Class 

Tess & Charlotte for Perseverance, Freddie for Independence 

W/E 06.12
Most Valuable Player 
1st Rajan of Willow   

2nd Samuel Yanis of Willow 
3rd Charlie S of Cherry 

W/E 06.12
Winning Class 

1st Willow
2nd Cherry

3rd Sycamore

W/E 13.12
Most Valuable Player 

1st Charlie S of Cherry 
2nd Khenyang of Sycamore 

3rd Tyler G of Sycamore   

W/E 13.12
Winning Class 

1st Cherry 
2nd Sycamore

3rd Aspen

W/E 06.12
Teddy, Harry & Dolly of Cherry 

W/E 13.12
Rajah, Felix & Chase of Sycamore,                          

Rosie of Cherry 

W/E 06.12
Nathan of Palm

W/E 13.12
Nathan of Palm

W/E 13.12
Bobby, Leo H & Aria of Sycamore 

W/E 06.12
Leo H, Ronnie, Felix, Devan, Leo D, 

Khenyang & Tyler of Sycamore, Esme, 
Samuel L, Otis, Samuel-Yanis, Edward, 

Arabella, Nihaal & Matilda of Willow,  Charlie, 
Harry, Henry, Jack L, Darcey & Nevaeh of 

Cherry, Ellie, Seren, Neda                           & 
Oscar of Palm 

W/E 13.12
Otis, Samuel-Yanis, Edward,Arabella, 
Nihaal, Matilda, Delphine & Louie of 

Willow, Sophie, Annabelle, Bobby, Leo 
H, Felix, Devan, Leo D, Khenyang & 

Tyler of Sycamore, Henry, Jack L, Harry, 
Nevaeh, George & Darcey of Cherry, 
Ellie, Seren, Oscar & Neda of Palm 






