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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 14th February 2025

Monday 24th February 
Term 4 Begins 

Wednesday 26th February 
Year R Phonics Workshop

Wednesday 5th March
Year 1 Phonics Workshop

Thursday 6th March  World 
Book Day

Friday 28th March
FIRPS Mothers Day Shop

Details to Follow 

Thursday 27th March 
Parent Drop-ins (Y1-6)

Friday 4th April 2025                     
End of Term 4

Tuesday 22nd April                     
Term 5 Begins 

Monday 5th May                                                    
Bank Holiday                           

School Closed

 

World Book Day                  
& Reading                   

Week Events 
World Book Day                
& Reading Week

We would like to remind 
parents/carers to park/drive 

responsibly. This includes not 
parking on yellow lines, not 

blocking local residents’ 
driveways and not stopping in  
the middle of the road to drop 

children off.  

If you do need to report any 
issues please contact                 

Gravesend Borough Council 
on 01322 343131 or 

parking.services@dartford.    
gov.uk

Year R Phonics Workshop Year 1 Phonics Workshop

Please use the links below for information 
regarding our Phonics Workshops for parents 
in school.  Year R Wednesday 26th February 

& Year 1 Wednesday 5th March 25

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://twitter.com/IsteadRisePS
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1246&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1246&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1246&type=pdf
mailto:parking.services@dartford.gov.uk
mailto:parking.services@dartford.gov.uk
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1244&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1245&type=pdf


Support for Domestic Abuse:

Domestic abuse is any incident or pattern of controlling, 
coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse. It may 
take many forms including: psychological, physical, sexual, 
financial and emotional. Domestic abuse happens in all 
communities, regardless of gender, age, disability, gender 
reassignment, race, religion or belief, sexual orientation, 
marriage or civil partnership and pregnancy or maternity.

How to get support

There are many services across Gravesham and Kent that 
are there to support victims of domestic abuse.

In an emergency, always dial 999 - if you are unable to 
speak always press '55' when prompted to confirm an 
emergency.

Support Services:

Kent Police: Report domestic abuse & use Clare’s Law: 
Kent Police Website

Refuge

National domestic abuse helpline - visit their website or 
call 0808 2000 247

Remember, numbers will show up on an itemised phone bill, 
if this could put the victim in any danger, you may prefer to 
use a public or agency phone instead.

Temporary accommodation

If you, or someone you know is at risk of being homeless because 
of domestic abuse, visit our fleeing domestic abuse page for 
more information on support that may be available to you. This 
site also gives advice in what  to do if you cannot leave your 
home.

Look Ahead - Men’s IDVA and Domestic Abuse Advocacy  
Service (MIDAAS)

Male-victim domestic abuse support services for men in Kent. 
Supports male victims of domestic abuse, supporting men with 
family separation and supporting men’s mental health.

Tel: 0333 010 4660

Rights of Women

Rights of Women works to attain justice and equality by informing, 
educating and empowering women on their legal rights.

Women's Aid

Support, advice and information on all aspects of domestic 
violence. 

National Centre for Domestic Violence

Providing rapid relief of domestic violence and abuse and offer 
advice on legal protection for children caught up in abusive or 
failing relationships.

https://www.kent.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/daa/domestic-abuse/
https://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk/
https://www.gravesham.gov.uk/advice/advice-fleeing-domestic-abuse
https://www.lookahead.org.uk/male-domestic-abuse-advise-service/
https://www.lookahead.org.uk/male-domestic-abuse-advise-service/
http://www.rightsofwomen.org.uk/
http://www.womensaid.org.uk/
https://www.ncdv.org.uk/


The children had so much fun last 
week when we had some special 
visitors come to school to speak 
about their role in the community. 
The children asked and answered 

questions about the police role 
and loved trying on the uniforms 

and sitting in the police van.

In English,                                      
we have followed                          

the theme of Police 
Officers and role-played 

the story with our                     
friends using masks                         

and props to                         
support us.



In art, we experimented by using shaving foam as a different medium.

In PE this term we 
have been doing 

dance. The children 
have listened really 
well and followed 
the instructions 
carefully. They 

especially enjoyed 
using the scarves 

and moving in time 
to the music.

We have                      
been looking and 

clapping how 
many syllables 

are in
a word.

In Maths, we 
have been 
working on 
adding two 

numbers and 
writing number 
sentences. The 
children have 
been fantastic

at this.                               

We are very 
impressed!



In DT, their amazing Little Red Riding 
Hood puppets are finished too – all that 
hard work with the tricky fabric cutting 

definitely paid off, and they look 
fantastic! In Maths, they've been 

focusing on addition and subtraction, 
confidently using manipulatives to help 

them with their number bonds and 
showing real growth by working so 

independently.

What a productive week for Oak Class!  
They wrapped up their Science topic       

on materials, demonstrating a real 
understanding of different properties 
and how they can be used – this even 

sparked some great discussions about 
recycling and taking care of our                             

belongings! 

 Oak Class looking 
fabulous wearing what 

they love!



Recently, 
they have 

been 
working on 
a piece of 
artwork 

inspired by 
Pop Art. 

Last week 
they drew 

their 
shapes and 

outlines 
and tore up 

pieces of 
comic strip 
to stick on, 

and this 
week they 

used tissue 
and water 
to paint 
different 
areas of 

their work.

In English                    they’ve just finished writing a biography about Gertrude Ederle (the first woman to swim the English 
Channel).

Palm class really 
enjoyed Numbers 
Day last week and 
had some brilliant 

costumes!



The children have 
had a very busy 

couple of weeks.  In 
English they 

finished writing 
their diary entries 

using personal tone 
about the fossil 

collector and 
scientist Mary 

Anning.  In Maths 
they completed the 

topic length and 
perimeter.  They 
enjoyed working 

together on a 
project to design a 
garden in PSHE.  In 
science they have 
finished learning 
about rocks and 
enjoyed using 

classification charts 
to identify fossils as 
well as taking and 

evaluating soil 
samples.  The 
children loved 
exploring and 

discussing Ancient 
Greek artefacts 

which concluded 
our history area of 

interest. 

It’s been another busy end to the term. In English we have completed our diary writing on what life is like living in fear of the dragons who have 
taken over the world, during which the children have been able to use a great range of adjectives for both the settings and emotions of the 
characters. In Maths we have completed our work on perimeter and length, and next term will be starting our work on fractions. In RE we have 
completed our learning on the pilgrimage to the River Ganges for Hindus, while in Art we have finished our printing unit. In Science we have also 
completed our unit on States of Matter, ending with looking at the different rates of evaporation in different sized containers, where we discovered 
that a greater surface area leads to a quicker rate of evaporation. Have a great holiday, and we look forward to more exciting learning next term.



Year 5 have had a busy end to Term 3. The children have 
continued with their narratives, thinking carefully about                            
the language they are using to describe the aliens and a 
spacecraft. In maths we have been challenging ourselves         
when working with multiplication questions. In science we 
have come to the end of our topic ‘ Living things and their 
habitats’, the children have learnt about the life cycles of 
mammals, insects and amphibians, as well as looking at                                                
the ways plants reproduce. The class have had an                       
absolutely fantastic time at Forest School, building dens,                                     
going on nature walks, cooking and problem solving. In DT 
we spent the day creating pop-up books, making sure that 
we used a range of mechanisms through the book. In 
gymnastics all the skills that had been taught throughout                                   
the term were put into practice. 



This term, Year 5 have been identifying the names of the trees around the school and forest. They 
went on a twig and bark hunt to name them. I was really proud with how many they found. Willow 

class then used some of the logs and sticks they were able to name to build dens, make bird 
feeders, and other forest crafts. After learning how to tie a reef knot, the class had a go at tying a 

stick to a tree. Everyone was very good at this. In the forest, the children used some of these sticks 
to toast a marshmallow with. Yum Yum. 



Other exciting 
adventures Willow 

class enjoyed in the 
forest this term were: 

Cooking pancakes 
and toasting 

marshmallows over 
the open camp fire, 
making clay leaves, 
getting muddy and 
searching for bugs. 

Children also had a lot 
of fun when they went 
on a woodland walk in 
the unused part of the 
forest. This area has a 

lot of wildlife and 
interesting fungi. The 
children loved looking 

at the fox dens.



Year 6                                  
had fun on ‘Number 

Day’ last week. In 
groups, the children 

timed how long it took 
to do a lap of the 

playground and then 
worked out the mean 

time taken. 

Taking                             
part in a BBC 

Teach Live Lesson 
on Safer Internet 

Day. 

Solving problems on 
Number Day. 



Children in 
STEM Craft 

After School 
Club have really 

enjoyed 
designing and 
making their 
volcanoes. 

Children used 
materials that 
would have 
been thrown 

away to create 
masterpieces. 
Watch out for 
the newsletter 
next term as 
there will be 

pictures of the 
eruptions. 

Happy Half 
Term!



W/E 07.02
Most Valuable Player 
1st Ronak of Aspen
2nd Nihaal of Willow 

3rd Bobby of Sycamore

W/E 07.02
Winning Class 

1st Aspen
2nd Willow

3rd Sycamore

W/E 14.02
Most Valuable Player 
1st Ronak of Aspen 

2nd Thomas of Aspen 
3rd Tyler of Sycamore  

W/E 14.02
Winning Class 

1st Aspen
2nd Willow

3rd Sycamore

W/E 14.02
Adriana, Ellie, Daisy, 
Benjamin, Nathan, &                           
Oscar of Palm, Leo H                              
& Aria of Sycamore 

W/E 14.02
Valerie of Palm, Zachary, 
Iyla, Ava, Theo H, Henry, 

Samantha, Florence, 
Pixie & Emily of 

Sycamore 

                                           W/E 07.02
Theo H, Bobby, Sophie, Ronnie, Felix, Devan, Leo D & Leo 

H of Sycamore, Charlie, Henry, Harry, Jack L, George & 
Nevaeh of Cherry, Olivia of Palm, Otis, Edward, Samuel 

Yanis, Matilda, Louie, Arabella & Samuel L of Willow 
W/E 14.02

Edward, Louie & Samuel L of Willow, Olivia of Palm, Kayla & 
Clark of Acorns, Henry, Jack L, Harry & George of             

Cherry, Theo H, Felix, Bobby, Devan, Sophie, Leo D,            
Ronnie & Leo H of Sycamore 

Week Ending 14.02
Acorns  Class

Noah & Freddie for Perseverance,                                               
George B for Self Reflection

Oak  Class
Vinnie for Independence, Leo for Respect                                              

& Mya for Perseverance 
Palm Class 

Frank & Jacob T for Respect, Archie for Self Reflection 
Sycamore Class 

Ronnie & Samantha for Respect,                                                
Florence for Independence 

Cherry Class
Saskia & Bradley for Perseverance,                                                     

Jack E for Independence 
Willow Class

Summer for Respect, Samuel L & Abril for Self Reflection 
Aspen Class 

Brody for Self Reflection, Harvey for Independence                         
& Charlotte for Respect 

W/E 07.02
Zachary & Raelie of Sycamore, Saskia & Amaia of                             
Cherry, Ava, Frank & Rei of Palm, Esme, Delphine                                 

& Lucas of Willow 

W/E 07.02
Tyler & Khenyang of 

Sycamore, Oscar & Neda of 
Palm, Nihaal of WIllow 

W/E 14.02
Otis  & Nihaal of Willow, 

Oscar & Neda of Palm, Tyler 
& Khenyang of Sycamore 

Week Ending 07.02
Acorns  Class

Isabelle for Self Reflection,                                                         
Kayla for Independence & Dainchie for Perseverance 

Oak  Class
Belle & Khenrab for Independence,                                              

Oliver for Perseverance 
Palm Class 

Annalise & Jujhar for Independence,                                          
Louie for Perseverance 

Sycamore Class 
Pixie & Amber for Respect, Iyla for Perseverance 

Cherry Class
Charlie & Bobby for Independence,                                               

Elliott for Self Reflection 
Willow Class

Ted for Perseverance, Oliver M for Self Reflection                                                      
& Leah for Perseverance 

Aspen Class 
Molly for Respect, Tommy for Independence                                   

& Alfie for Perseverance 

W/E 14.02
Jack E of Cherry

W/E 07.02
Nathan of Palm                       

W/E 14.02
Nathan of Palm

                                                      

W/E 14.02
Delphine of Willow, Ava, Frank & Rei of Palm, Harry of 

Acorns, Zachary, Henry & Theo B of Sycamore 










