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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 7th March 2025

Thursday 27th March 
Parent Drop-ins (Y1-6)

Friday 28th March
FIRPS Mother’s Day Shop

Details to Follow 

Friday 4th April 2025                     
End of Term 4

Tuesday 22nd April                     
Term 5 Begins 

Monday 5th May                                                    
Bank Holiday                           

School Closed

Friday 23rd May
End of Term 5

Monday 2nd June
Term 6 Begins 

 

The link below will take you to a 
copy of the March edition of our 

online safety newsletter. It 
references the use of AI, Tik Tok 

and NSPCC PANTS resources. We 
have recently presented PANTS 
assemblies to the children, so 

they should be aware of what this 
means should you wish to 

discuss this with them.

Year R, 1 & 2 mums                 
look out for your special 
message in the Mother’s 
Day supplement in the                  
Kent Messenger - week 
ending 28th March ‘25

Online Safety Newsletter                      
March 25

A big thank you to all of you who 
attended our Usborne Book Fair 
over the last couple of days.   All 

payment links have now been sent 
to parents.  If you have not received 
one please let us know.  If you did 

not have time to visit, you can 
purchase online via the link below 
and selecting ‘continue shopping 
with Laura Nicholls’.  We will let 
you know how much we have 

raised from all your purchases 
asap. 

Usborne Books

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://twitter.com/IsteadRisePS
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1254&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1254&type=pdf
https://usborne.com/gb/






This term we are 
looking at books 
written by Julia 
Donaldson. 
So far we have 
looked at 
‘The Gruffalo’.  We have enjoyed retelling the 
story, writing a Gruffalo description and 
creating our own Gruffal masterpieces. 



Maths
In maths we have                    

been learning about 
sequence. We were 

able to sequence our 
week as a whole      

class. 

Continuous 
Provision

We have enjoyed exploring our indoor and outdoor learning areas. We have been building on problem solving skills, 
communication, language and interaction. We love to keep busy. 



Oak Class have come into school looking amazing today for our World Book Day 
celebrations.  In maths, we have been using manipulatives to make one more or one less.



The children designed 
their own Ferris Wheel in 
their DT lesson last week 
and are learning all about 

mechanisms. 

In science they also had to 
measure their resting 

heart rate and compare it 
to their heart rate after 

exercise. 

Palm class has been learning to 
write a description based on the 

story we read last term,                          
The Boy Who Grew Dragons,                      
in their English lessons. They 

have also started to learn about 
measurement in maths                            

this week. 



Sycamore class have had a very busy start to Term 
4.  We have started reading Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory as part of our guided reading, 
and in English we have begun a sequence of 
descriptive writing about the chocolate room.  
In maths, we are learning about fractions and what 
a unit and non-unit fraction is.  In science, the 
theme is light and we investigated that darkness is 
the absence of light, using objects in a box and 
torches.  
History this term is the Romans.

On Monday 3rd March, we had an exciting day with ‘Titus’ from the company Portals to the Past.  The day was 
fun and engaging and gave us an understanding of life in Britain under the Pax Romana.  We started the day 
in the hall looking at maps that told us the story of the foundation of Rome. Then we played a noisy Roman 
board game called Delta.  After this, we handled artefacts and played a quiz.  In the afternoon we looked at 
weapons and armour, practised battle drill, acted out Boudicca's big battle and made an arena for gladiators. 
The children were curious learners, asking inquisitive questions and showing their core values.





It’s been another busy start to the term! In English we 
have been writing non-fiction books based on the 
amazing Dragonology text, to create our own Guide to 
Dragons. This has focused on note-taking and the use of 
conjunctions to further expand sentences. In Maths We 
have started learning about fractions, looking in detail at 
mixed-number fractions and improper fractions. In 
Science we have started a revision unit on the body and 
have started with the skeleton and muscles, this will lead 
to the digestive system next week. In RE we have started 
learning about BUddhism and will gain focus on the role 
of pilgrimage. In DT have have made proto=type cars and 
will next be looking to the design in detail. In Music this 
term we are using the song ‘Lean on Me’, while in 
Computing we have started to learn about HTML tags and 
how to edit HTML. 
It was great to see such a fantastic range of World Book 
Day costumes, as well as amazing support for our 
sponsored reading and Book Fair events. 
Thank you!

We’re pleased to announce that our 
historic annual Summer School at 
Benenden is back this July! Following 
an amazing Summer School in 2024, 
the whole team are thrilled to be back at Benenden School 
for another fantastic few weeks of music making in 2025.

Why should my children go to Kent Music Summer 
School (KMSS)?  
KMSS courses are exciting and engaging, perfect for giving 
your students an ensemble experience outside of their 
music lessons. They offer the opportunity to build on their 
love for music while expanding social and musical horizons. 
The focus of the Summer School music courses is for 
young people to have fun while being encouraged and 
motivated to improve, supported by professional tutors and 
an experienced pastoral team. From new starters to 
experienced players, it’s a place for everyone to enjoy 
themselves and enrich their summers, making friends and 
memories to last a lifetime!  
KMSS offers something for all young musicians. Ability, 
experience and finances needn’t be barriers to entry. All 
courses are audition-free, and we can offer generous 
financial assistance to students who meet the criteria.  
 
Want to find out more? 
Please visit our website (Kent Music Summer School - Kent 
Music) or have a look at our online brochure: 
Interactive-Brochure-KMSS-2025.pdf

Year 6 have been busy writing a short story over the past two weeks. They have worked so hard to perfect the skill of writing and punctuating 
speech and dialogue correctly. They have also focused on using descriptive vocabulary to add detail to their writing; as well as show a character’s 
personality through their speech. 
In Maths, we have been learning how to read and plot coordinates on a four quadrant grid, as well as how to translate shapes. 
Well done to everyone who has been completing their homework regularly, especially reading. It really makes a difference! 

https://www.kent-music.com/courses/summer-school/
https://www.kent-music.com/courses/summer-school/
https://www.kent-music.com/app/uploads/2025/02/Interactive-Brochure-KMSS-2025.pdf


Year 5 have made a great start to 
Term 4. In maths, we are again 

focusing on fractions, multiplying 
and finding fractions of amount. In 

English, we have finished writing our 
narrative about an alien invasion at 
the school and will begin writing a 

scientific report about the process of 
mummification. In history, we have 

been learning about Ancient 
Egyptian pharaohs and over the 

term we will be looking at different 
aspects of Ancient Egyptian life. 

During science this term we will be 
looking at ‘Earth and Space’. This 
week we discussed how Earth, the 

Sun and Moon are spherical bodies, 
and looked at evidence to help us 

prove this.

On the                                               
last day of Term 3,                            
Year 5 took part in 

Resilience Training. The 
children took part in a 

range of activities working 
on trust, team work, coping 

strategies, kindness and                      
feelings.



It has been an explosive week in STEM club. Everyone was so excited to erupt their volcanoes, which they built last term.  I am so proud of how 
well they supported each other and of how sensible they were when using the resources to make their 

volcanoes erupt. Children had to decide how much of each element to use to create a really good eruption.  All of the volcanoes erupted 
successfully. Well done everyone. I would like to thank Molly and Lyra, our STEM ambassadors  from year 6, who give up their time each week to 

help and support the children in STEM club. 
For the next few weeks, we will be doing some weaving. If you have any spare wool at home that you would like to donate to STEM club, it would 

be greatly appreciated. 







W/E 20.02
Most Valuable Player 
1st Martin of Willow
2nd Ronak of Aspen 
3rd Sujaan of Cherry

W/E 20.02
Winning Class 

1st Willow
2nd Aspen

3rd Sycamore

W/E 07.03
Most Valuable Player 
1st Ronak of Aspen 
2nd Molly of Aspen 

3rd Tyler of Sycamore  

W/E 07.03
Winning Class 

1st Aspen
2nd Sycamore 

3rd Cherry

W/E 20.02
Bobby & Annabelle                              

of Sycamore 

W/E 07.03
Freya of Sycamore 

                                           W/E 28.02 
Theo B, Annabelle, Theo H, Bobby, Ronnie, Felix                                

& Leo H of Sycamore, Samuel-Yanis, Louie, Samuel L,                        
Arabella, Matilda & Esme of Willow, Rei, Jaxon & Olivia of                            

Palm, Henry, Jack L, Charlie, Harry, George, Nevaeh                                        
& Saskia of Cherry 

W/E 07.03
Harry, Kasey & Molly of Aspen, Louie & Matilda of Willow,                            

Jack L, Harry, George, Nevaeh & Saskia of Cherry, Annabelle, 
Sophie, Theo H, Leo D, Ronnie & Felix of Sycamore, Jaxon                                           

& Olivia of Palm

Week Ending 07.03
Acorns  Class

Cruz for Perseverance, Adrik for Respect                                             
& Anaya for Self Reflection 

Palm Class 
Benjamin & Arlo for Respect, Rei for Self Reflection

Sycamore Class 
Rose for Independence, Sophie for Self Reflection                                 

& Leo H for Perseverance
Cherry Class

Henry for Perseverance, Margaret & Alf for Independence 
Willow Class

Whole Class for Perseverance  
Aspen Class 

David for Respect, Scarlett for Self Reflection                                     
& Theo for Independence 

W/E 28.02
Zachary of Sycamore, Delphine of Willow, Daisy                                   

& Lennon of Palm, Evelyn of Cherry 

Week Ending 20.02
Acorns  Class

William for Perseverance,                                                               
Dennie for Independence & Tris for Self Reflection 

Oak  Class
Willow E, Ikyro & Evie for Independence 

Palm Class 
Eliza, Ellie & Frank for Perseverance 

Sycamore Class 
Ava & Rajah for Perseverance,                                                        

Emily for Independence 
Cherry Class

Evelyn for Respect, Constance for Perseverance                                   
& Teddy for Self Reflection 

Willow Class
Otis for Independence,                                                                     

Ruby H & Louie for Perseverance 
Aspen Class 

Jacob for Independence, Lucas for Perseverance                                          
& Tommy for Self Reflection 

W/E 28.02
Nathan & Neda                          

of Palm                       
W/E 07.03

Neda of Palm
                                                      

W/E 07.03
Lillie, Freddie & Mila of Aspen, Aria & Henry of 

Sycamore, Daisy & Lennon of Palm

W/E 20.02
Charlie of 

Cherry 0.76 
Seconds 

W/E 28.02
Nathan of Palm

W/E 07.03
Nathan of Palm 

W/E 28.02
Tyler & Khenyang of Sycamore, Otis, Nihaal & Edward                         
of Willow, Neda x 2  & Oscar of Palm, Henry of Cherry 

W/E 07.03
Thomas, Tess, Ronnie, Scarlett, Harvey & Jace of 

Aspen,Otis, Nihaal, Edward & Samuel-Yanis of 
Willow, Henry of Cherry, Leo H, Tyler & Khenyang                      

of Sycamore, Oscar of Palm  




