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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 2nd May 2025

Monday 5th May                                                    
Bank Holiday                           

School Closed

Tuesday 6th May
Dover Castle Trip

Year 4

Monday - Thursday
12th-15th May

 (8am  Breakfast)
KS2 SATs Week

Friday 23rd May
End of Term 5

Monday 2nd June
Term 6 Begins 

Wednesday 4th June
Harry Potter Studios Trip

Year 3

Tuesday 10th June                   
Sports Day

KS1 AM
KS2 PM

Wednesday 11th June 
School Photographer

Class Photos

Monday 23rd June
Year 6 PGL Trip

 

Do you think you could inspire                   
our pupils?

If so, we would love to welcome you to our school to 
talk to pupils. Please complete the form below to 

register your interest:

Careers Topic Term 6

Please take the time to read                                                          
May's online safety newsletter.                                                                         

It has important information                                                                        
about Minecraft, Roblox,                                                           

Cyberbullying and protection                                                                 
from scams. If you have any                                                       
safeguarding concerns, you                                                                                
may speak in confidence to                                                                          

one of the school's DSLs
.Online Safety Newsletter

 May 2025

Save the date
Sports Day Tuesday 10th June 2025 

KS1 AM - KS2 PM

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://twitter.com/IsteadRisePS
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
https://forms.gle/qv8nfUrySvTeneu88
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1280&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1280&type=pdf


On Saturday 26th April, William,                                              
Oscar, Mason (YR), Willow E,                                                              
Willow H (Y1), Elena, Jj, Milán (Y2),                                                         
Raelie, Aria, Annabelle, Ronnie,                                                        
Khenyang (Y3), Teddy (Y4), Maya,                                          
Joshua, Samuel-Yanis, Summer (Y5),                                                       
Freddie, Mila and Millie H (Y6), all took part in the 40th 
edition of Mini London Marathon. They ran one mile around 
St James's Park from Horse Guards Parade, finishing on The 
Mall. All of the children ran absolutely amazingly and did a 
superb job at representing Istead Rise. A huge thank you to 
all the parents, family members and Mrs Clark who came 
along to cheer the children on from the sidelines, your 
support was really appreciated. One final thank you and well 
done Miss Waters, Mrs Flatman, Mrs Baker and Mrs Piner 
who ran alongside the children encouraging them all the 
way.  Mrs Brown.







The children have been working really hard on their writing. We have moved on to learning the 
set 2 sounds in RWI; ‘ay, ee, igh, ow, oo’ 

We have also been writing about spiders and ladybirds during our English lessons. 

The children in Acorns class settled into 
Term 5 superbly. In Maths, they worked 
with a partner to find patterns and then 

extend them. 



During continuous provision, the children have enjoyed searching for minibeasts, reading 
facts about them and writing about them.



For English, Oak class are focusing on writing a narrative for Jack and the Beanstalk! It's been great to see 
how well they understand the characters and the journey through the beginning, middle and end of the story. 

They've been putting in fantastic effort to improve their writing by exploring exciting adjectives, verbs and 
adverbs with the help of a thesaurus. They have been great at remembering the order of events. I'm looking 

forward to seeing their imaginative narratives come to life!

For Science, Oak class are learning about plants! For their 
first lesson they went on a plant hunt. They were fascinated 
and found many different plants, even some they had never 
paid much attention to before, or knew existed. They really 
looked closely at each one and drew themcarefully before 

discussing what they found and what the plants were 
called. They loved getting outside and seeing all the 

different types of plants!



Palm has had a fantastic start to Term 5! In English they are learning how to write a 
set of instructions about keeping a baby pet dragon. In maths, they have started 

learning how to find halves and quarters of objects and amounts, and in science they 
are learning about living things and their habitats. 



Sycamore Class have made a fantastic start to the term.  The children were excited for our new 
topic in science - plants.  They loved identifying the new common house plants and identifying the 
different parts of a marigold plant. They are all keen to look after our plants until the end of year.  

They have planted their own spider plant and will hopefully bring them home at the end of term.  In 
English we are carrying on the theme of chocolate. Our sequence of work is an explanation text of 

how chocolate is made. In maths, we finished our topic on fractions and have gone on to learn 
about money; how to convert pounds and pence as well as addition and subtraction.  In 

geography, our new topic is about the rainforest. In our first lesson we looked in atlases and 
learned about the equator and the tropics.  In DT we will be learning how to make a castle out of 

paper.



Last week in English, we completed our narrative 
‘Attack of the Giant Insects’  from last term, with the 
draft, edit and redraft. Hopefully you have been able 
to see the storyboard plans the children created as 
these were sent home at the start of this week. Our 

next English sequence is a setting description, 
focusing on descriptive language and fronted 

adverbials. In Maths, we have been working on 
decimals, looking at partitioning and ordering. In 
History, we have started our unit on the History of 

Dover Castle, looking at the main 3 types of castles in 
our country, creating a timeline and the reasons why 

Dover Castle was first built. The children are very 
excited about our trip to the castle next week, where 
they will be able to see some of these main features 

first hand. 

 In Spanish, we have started looking at the vocabulary for different Spanish foods and 
how to order them at a cafe. This term in Art, we are looking at influential artists and 

started looking at the painting ‘My Parents’ by David Hockney, which the children then 
had to reproduce. 



The last two 
sessions of forest 
school  for Cherry 

Class were 
packed with so 
much fun. The 

class were 
extremely 

sensible when 
they used the bow 
saw to cut a piece 

of wood, and 
when toasting a 
tasty treat over 
the open fire. It 
has been a real 

pleasure to teach 
Year 4 in the 
forest. The 

sessions have 
been packed with 

so many activities. 
I hope they all had 

a well deserved 
rest over Easter. 



To start our World War One topic in 
history, we took part in a workshop by 

‘Portals to the Past’. We all had an 
amazing day trying on military uniform, 
handling artefacts, taking part in a quiz, 

marching drills and testing our abilities to 
be a stretcher bearer. A highlight of the 

day was taking part in the attack patterns 
running through smoke screens.



This term, our topic in 
science is ‘Forces’. We 
started off by looking at 
the force of gravity and 

carrying out an 
experiment to prove that 

gravity continuously 
pulls straight down to 

the Earth’s core.

Tennis is one                             
of our focuses  in PE 
this term.  In our first 

lesson we began 
working on our ball 

control and started to 
have mini rallies with                      

a partner.



Year 6 have had a great time during their PE lessons recently.  On Thursdays, we have been 
practicing and learning skills in tennis. It has been wonderful to see the children’s skills progress 

throughout the lessons. On Tuesdays, Year 6 have been practicing different athletic skills.                      
Last week, we had a go at learning: how to throw a discus, hammer throw, javelin and shot put. 

This week, Year 6 practiced their jumping skills in preparation for the long jump, as well as 
learning the skill of a ‘hop, skip and jump.’ 



Year 6 SATs are fast approaching (12th - 15th May).                                  
Well done to those who have been carrying out extra revision 
at home - it really helps! If there is anything that you would like 
for the final push before SATs, please let Miss Waters know. 
E.g. workbooks, worksheets.  Thank you so much for all of 
your support. We are very proud of the children and the 
progress they have made this year. 

Useful websites for Revision:
Timetable Rockstars 

Mathletics 
Top Marks 

Method Maths 
Maths Bot 

Maths Bot (compact version)
Maths Bot Test Maker 

Maths Reasoning Practice 
BBC Bitesize 

                                                 

Maths Bot is a fantastic                                                                           
self marking website                                                              

where children can practice 
arithmetic questions based on                    
the type of questions that will                        

come up in SATs.     

Logins 
The children know their logins                          
for TT Rockstars & Mathletics.                                                                    

(They are also in the front                                    
of their planners). 
The ‘Centre ID’ for                                    

Method Maths is ‘irps’. 
Top Marks & Maths Bot                                       
do not require a login. 

All of these links are                     
on Google Classroom 
which the children can 

access using their 
swale.at logins

https://ttrockstars.com/
https://login.mathletics.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.methodmaths.info/
https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2
https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2Mini
https://mathsbot.com/testMaker
https://a.storyblok.com/f/250737/x/2aecc62834/100-reasoning-and-problem-solving-questions-for-year-6.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7ch6v4


W/E 25.04
Most Valuable Player 

1st Charlie S of Cherry
2nd George of Cherry
3rd Theo of Sycamore 

W/E 25.04
Winning Class 

1st Cherry
2nd Sycamore

3rd Aspen

W/E 25.04
Amber of Sycamore 

W/E 02.05
Sujaan, Stanley, Saskia, Samuel, 
Nevaeh, Evelyn, Margaret, Lyla, 
Jack L, Henry, George, Elliott, 
Darcey, Constance, Charlotte, 

Charlie, Bobby, Ella, Amaia & Alf               
of Cherry, Finley & Lyla of Acorns

Week Ending 02.05
Acorns  Class

Noah for Self Reflection & Oscar for Perseverance  
Oak Class

Cara & Rosie for Self Reflection 
Palm Class 

Neda for Independence. Oscar & Annalise for Respect
Sycamore Class 

Zach for Self Reflection, Devan for Perseverance                                                 
& Raelie for Independence

Cherry Class
Cruz for Independence, Margaret & Lyla for Self Reflection 

Willow Class
Nihaal, Emilia & Oliver F for Perseverance 

Aspen Class 
Grace & Freddie for Perseverance, Blake for Self Reflection 

Week Ending 25.04
Acorns  Class

George H for Independence, Mason & Dennie for Self Reflection
Oak  Class

Aria for Respect, Florence & Nellie for Perseverance 
Palm Class 

Olivia for Perseverance, Jacob F & Elena for Respect 
Sycamore Class 

Theo H for Perseverance, Darcy for Independence & Emily for Respect 
Cherry Class

Stanley for Perseverance, Samuel & Elliott for Independence 
Willow Class 

Matilda for Perseverance, Josh for Self Reflection                                                        
& Freddie for Respect 

Aspen Class 
Kasey, Lillie & Alfie for Respect 

W/E 25.04
Sophie of Sycamore 

W/E 25.04
Seren, Nathan & Eliza of Palm 

W/E 02.05
Jacob F of Palm 

W/E 02.05
Most Valuable Player 
1st Charlie of Cherry 
2nd George of Cherry 
3rd Theo of Sycamore  

W/E 02.05
Winning Class 

1st Cherry
2nd Sycamore 

3rd Aspen

W/E 02.05
Rose of Sycamore, Chantelle of 

Acorns  

W/E 02.05
Ellie & Benjamin of Palm, 



W/E 25.04
Zachary, Ashiya, Theo B & Theo H of Sycamore, Lennon of Palm 

W/E 02.05
Aria & Zachary of Sycamore, Lennon of Palm, Harry of Acorns 

W/E 25.04
Teddy & Bradley of Cherry, Freya & Aria of Sycamore, Eliza of Palm,                      

Delphine of Willow.

W/E 02.05
Emilia, Pixie & Freya of Sycamore, Darcey & Bradley of Cherry, Ava of Palm, 

Tris of Acorns

W/E 25.04
Henry of Cherry, Leo H of 
Sycamore, Oscar of Palm, 
Otis, Nihaal, Samuel Yanis, 
Matilda & Edward of Willow, 

Harvey of Aspen
                                                                            

W/E 02.05
Felix & Leo H of Sycamore, 

Nihaal, Samuel Yanis  & 
Matilda of Willow, Henry of 

Cherry, Oscar of Palm, Kayla 
& Clark of Acorns 

                                                      

W/E 25.04
Neda of Palm x 2, 

Otis of Willow, 
Khenyang & Tyler 

of Sycamore 

W/E 02.05
Tyler & Khenyang 
of Sycamore, Otis 

of Willow,                       
Neda of Palm

W/E 25.04
Jack L, George, Nevaeh, Harry & Saskia of Cherry, Annabelle, Devan,                         
Sophie, Ronnie, Leo D & Felix of Sycamore, Jaxon & Olivia of Palm,                             

Matilda, Louie & Samuel L of Willow.

W/E 02.05
Sophie, Annabelle & Ronnie of Sycamore, George & Harry of Cherry,                                 

Jaxon & Olivia of Palm 

W/E 25.04
Nathan of Palm x 3

W/E 02.05
Nathan of Palm 








