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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
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Wednesday 17th 
September

Flu Vaccinations                     
Whole School 

Tuesday 23rd September                          
Parent Drop- In                                           

Years 1-6

Friday 26th September
Macmillan                          

Coffee Morning 

Friday 17th October 
End of Term 1

Monday 27th October 
Term 2 Begins

Thursday 6th November
Parent Consultations

Friday 19th December 
End of Term 2

Monday 5th January 2026
INSET Day                    

School Closed

Tuesday 6th January 
Term 3 Begins

Friday 13th February
End of Term 3 

Monday 23rd February  
Term 4 Begins 

 

The consent portal for the                   
nasal flu vaccinations closes                    

today at 4pm 
https://www.kentimmunisations.

co.uk/ our school code is 
KT142052

Parent Zone is a dedicated 
space filled with resources and 

engaging videos specifically 
created to assist parents and 

carers in keeping their children 
safe online

Access Parent Zone 
Resources Here 

Online                   
Safety 
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Welcome Year R!
Year R have made an incredible start at Istead Rise Primary School.                                          

We are so proud of how they have adjusted to school life - following new 
routines and expectations with perseverance and respect.   

We are looking forward to spending Term 1, getting to know them through 
our topic ‘All about me’. 

Thank you for the return of 
the paper bags.The children 
have been excited to share 

the contents. Speaking 
confidently about them and 

showing their favourite 
items, families and 

creations.  
We have learnt so much 

about the children who have 
talked so far. 

We will continue to share 
them over the next few 

weeks. 



Year R have had so much fun exploring their new learning environments - inside and outside. 
They have particularly enjoyed the obstacle course where they were able                                                          
to move materials to create their own courses. The bikes, water, sand and                                                                 
role play areas were also popular.  The children have shown great kindness                                                  
and care towards each other and it has been lovely to watch new friendships                                             
forming.



The children have started their Year 1 
journey with lots of enthusiasm and are 

enjoying all their new learning 
opportunities. 

In maths we have been learning how      
to sort different objects, by shape, 

colour and size.

In Science                          
the children have 
started to learn 

about the different 
categories we can 

put animals                     
into.

The children have 
enjoyed their first 
English learning 

sequence, 
reading ‘The Big 
Wide-Mouthed 

Frog’, using lots 
of adjectives to 

describe the 
characters.



The children have had a fantastic start to Year 2. We have been learning and implementing sophisticated 
adjectives to write setting descriptions. As a result of beautiful handwriting,  some of the children have earned 
their Pen licence. 
In Maths we have been using place value to add up using column addition. This is something the whole class 

is getting really good at. 
For PE, the children have been practicing their passing skills to play Netball. 

The class have enjoyed a fun Art lesson where we are looking at repeated patterns and texture. 

Mr Payne and Mrs T Clark are proud of the class for their positive attitude and hard work so far this term. 



Year 3 have made a fantastic start to the term and transitioned well from Year 2 to Year 3.  
In guided reading, we are reading a Dick-King Smith book, The Sheep-Pig.  Our English sequence of work is an information text about tigers.  
The children have enjoyed using computers to research facts about tigers that they can include in their work.  In maths we are focusing on 

place value (hundreds, tens and ones).  
In geography we learned about the United Kingdom Countries and Capital Cities and used a computer to find different counties around the UK.  
During science we started our topic of animals including humans, we learned there are three types of skeleton: exoskeleton, endoskeleton and 

hydrostatic skeleton.  
In DT we looked at food and climate using an atlas.



It has been an excellent start to the year! In Guided Reading 
we have started ‘How to Train your Dragon’, and we will be 

reading the whole novel over the next few terms. 
In writing we have started our first narrative unit, based on 
the traditional tale of Hansel and Gretel. We are focusing on 

sophisticated vocabulary and expanded noun phrases, 
while reminding ourselves of the basics of writing from last 

year.
 In maths we are looking at place value, and have looked up 

to 10,000. This has included the value of each digit in a 
number and partitioning. 

Science this term is all about sound, and we started with a 
predictive investigation as to where we thought the quietest 

and loudest places would be within the school, which 
included a walk round to see if we were correct and also 
listening out for any sounds we could hear. The children 
were very surprised how much sound carries around our 

buildings. 
In RE we will look specifically at pilgrimages in each major 
world religion in Year 4, and have started with Sikhism and 

the Golden Temple. 
In music we have started our unit based on the music of 

ABBA and have started learning this term’s song: Mamma 
Mia.

 In Computing we are looking at how to work 
collaboratively, and it has been great to hear that some of 

the children have now started to do this at home.





Year 5 have made a                                                                               
fantastic start to the new                                                                              
academic year. 
In guided reading we have                                                                         
started to read the novel ‘Dragon Mountain’, the children 
have made some well thought out prediction about what they 
think will happen to Billy and the dragons. 
In English we have begun our first writing sequence, creating 
a narrative based on an alien invasion at Istead Rise                    
Primary School. 
The children have been working hard to develop their 
language choices, create awareness of the reader, as well as 
using a range of figurative language.
In PE with Coach James we have been learning about the 
skills needed to play Jagtag and netball.
During our computing lessons we have been creating posters 
on ways to stay safe online and investigating which search 
engines provide the most helpful websites.



Year 6 have made a fantastic start to the new school year. 

In English, we have been learning the different skills needed to write a high level description such as using sophisticated vocabulary and varying 
our writing with different sentence starters. In Reading, we have started our novel - ‘Varjak Paw’ which has been enjoyed so far. 

In Maths, we have been recapping place value and practising our times tables daily in TT Rockstars. 





Week Ending 12.09

Year R
Olivia for Independence, Inara for Perseverance & Finley for Respect  

Year 1
Jessica for Independence, Sophia for Self Reflection & Tyrell for Respect 

Year 2
Melissa for Perseverance, Eden & Vinnie for Self Reflection 

Year 3
Frank & Rei for Respect, Lennon for Perseverance 

Year 4
Devan for Independence, Chase for Self Reflection                                                      

& Florence for Respect 
Year 5

Sujaan for Self Reflection, Evelyn for Respect & Henry for Independence 
Year 6

Katelyn for Perseverance, Nihaal for Independence                                                         
& Ted for Perseverance 

W/E 12.09
Most Valuable Player 
1st Charlie S - Year 5 
2nd Theo B - Year 4   
3rd Tyler G - Year 4 

W/E 12.09
Winning Class 

1st Year 5
2nd Year 4 
3rd Year 6

Week Ending 05.09

Year 5
Bradley & Rosie for Perseverance, Charlie for Independence

Year 6 
Emilia for Respect, Maya & Kai for Perseverance  



At The heart of the New Story Theatre Company is storytelling 
through theatre and provides space for creativity and 
collaboration. Children are involved in the writing and 

performing an original production, including prop making,                                                                                 
costume design and set design. They are also involved in 

making decisions on staging, lighting, visuals effects, 
soundtracks. The project culminates in a performance for 

parents later in the school year.

New Story Theatre Company meets 
every Tuesday in the school from 

3.15pm until 4.45pm.  There will be                     
a taster session on Tuesday 16th 

September.  For further information, 
please email: martin@newstorytheatre 

company.co.uk






