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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 26th September 2025

Friday 17th October 
End of Term 1

Monday 27th October 
Term 2 Begins

Thursday 6th November
Parent Consultations

Wednesday 12th 
November School 

Photographer                   
Individual Photos 

Friday 19th December 
End of Term 2

Monday 5th January 2026
INSET Day                    

School Closed

Tuesday 6th January 
Term 3 Begins

Friday 13th February
End of Term 3 

Monday 23rd February  
Term 4 Begins 

Thursday 2nd April 
End of Term 4

Monday 20th April
Term 5 Begins 

 

Parent Zone is a dedicated space                                                 
filled with resources and engaging                                                           
videos specifically created to                                                             

Access Parent Zone 
Resources Here 

Online Safety Newsletter                                   
September 2025

assist parents and carers in keeping their children safe 
online.

On Friday 19th September  
Mrs Flatman & Mrs Sandhu 
along with their sons 
(our lovely ex pupils!) 
 joined over 1300 people to take part in the 
Ellenor Twilight Walk in Gravesend.  

Mrs Flatman has witnessed first hand the 
amazing work Ellenor do supporting families
 through very difficult times.  Between them 
they have raised over £400, if you would like 
to donate you can do so via the link below.             

                                         

Donate Here 

We are delighted to welcome Miss Fionne Frost to the Istead Rise staff 
team. Miss Frost will be joining our After School Club and has already 
spent time getting to know the children. She is greatly looking forward 
to working with our pupils and contributing to make our after school 

provision as successful as possible. 

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://twitter.com/IsteadRisePS
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
https://www.openvieweducation.co.uk/parent-zone/
https://www.openvieweducation.co.uk/parent-zone/
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1334&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1334&type=pdf
https://ellenorhospices.enthuse.com/pf/karen-flatman


A big well done to all who took part in this year’s 
‘Summer Reading Challenge’.  

Istead Rise Primary came 10th in the Gravesham league table,                         
which is fantastic.  

We hope you all enjoyed your visit to the library and got to                                  
read some great books.  

Here are Florence and Willow H of Year 2 with their medals and certificates.      



We have had two really good ‘crafty’ weeks at STEM club. The group were tasked with, ‘Could you step your whole body 
through a celebration card?’. The group thought it was impossible until they gave it a go. They were amazed that they 
could do it after making careful cuts in the right places on the card. They  were even more amazed when we made the 

card smaller and were still able to step through it. In week two, we looked at the physical changes of melting chocolate. 
After we talked about how and why chocolate transforms from a solid state to a liquid state.  The group used the melted 

chocolate to make a chocolate covered apple. They then decorated it with sprinkles before chilling it so the melted 
chocolate became a solid again.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

A great start to our STEM club - Mrs T Clark.



The children have 
enjoyed using the 

resources around the 
classroom to help with 
their learning. In maths, 
they found objects that 

were the same but 
different and told their 

friends why. 

Over the last two weeks in English, we have been looking 
at ‘Who’s in my Family’ and ‘Marvellous Me’. The children 
have spoken lots and drawn their families and things they 

are good at.

They                             
  

have also                        

been matching the                    

object to the picture 

and talking about                      

the animals.



In PE, we are learning to dribble                          
the ball around cones. The children 

have shown great concentration during 
these sessions. 

We have had the privilege of having 
Monty come to visit us and we have 

read him a story (which he thoroughly 
enjoyed!) and had a stroke and a 

cuddle with him too.



In DT Year 1                       
children have                    

enjoyed finding out 
how the mechanics of 

a windmill work, 
exploring the different 

uses for a windmill,                     
as well as the history 

of a windmill.

Testing                                     
out our windmills                       

to see if they work!



In English,                                  
Year 1 children have been 

enjoying the book 
Dinosaur Chase, 

exploring how the 
characters feel as well as 

using adjectives to 
describe the characters 

and settings.



Year 2 have been investigating inventions 
both in Science and in Computing. In 

Science, the class have been looking at 
the properties of materials and  their 

suitabilities. Pupils tested three spoons 
made from three different materials to see 

which one could move the most Rice 
Krispies. The spoons were made from ice, 

jelly and chocolate. This week the class 
discussed the invention of Charles 

Macintosh - Yes, you guessed it, the 
raincoat. To test to see if my raincoat was 

waterproof, the class had great fun 
throwing cups of water over me to see if 
the water would run off and keep me dry 

or absorb into the material. 

In Computing, we have been looking at 
how a computer works and different types 

of technology that requires a computer. 
The class discussion was centered 

around inventions that have an input and 
an output.  The class then enjoyed 

designing their own inventions.  
The class have continued to work hard on 

their Place Value skills in Maths and 
produced some amazing writing in their 
portfolios on setting descriptions. Six 

more pupils in the class received their pen 
licence from Mr Payne.  



The children have had a fantastic couple of weeks.  They 
have finished their first piece of writing - an information text 

about tigers. 
 In maths we have just finished learning place value and will 

be going on to learning addition and subtraction.  
In DT the children learned cutting and peeling skills, and 

enjoyed sampling the produce.  
In Science the children investigated how to protect a 

chocolate covered teacake from cracking if dropped, based 
on their understanding of the human skeleton and how it 

protects vital organs in the body.  
In Music the children used the glockenspiels to accompany a 

piece of music.



It’s been a busy time in Year 4! We have completed our first writing sequence on Hansel and Gretel, and will be moving onto our next sequence of 
writing a non-chronological report. 

In Maths, we have continued with our work on place value, which this week has included Roman Numerals. 
We have also taken part in the first Regional League of the MTC World Cup competition for this year, where everyone worked incredibly hard and 

as a result Year 4 qualified for the National Final, which will take place next week. 
In Science we have continued exploring and learning about sound, which this week included learning about the different parts of the ear, how 

each part works and how to protect our hearing. 
In Music we have started learning the glockenspiel parts to Mamma Mia, as well as improving our singing of the song.

 In Geography this week, we learnt about the polar regions and how they compare with the UK on the hours of daylight they receive throughout 
the year.





The children have had another great couple of weeks, continuing their hard work. 
In English the children finished writing their narratives, about aliens arriving at Istead Rise and have begun their next sequence, writing a 

description about Shrek’s swamp. 
The children also had a go at writing some limericks, something I know they enjoyed. 

In Science the children have continued to look at the properties of materials , investigating how they react when weight is applied and testing 
their absorbency.

 In PE the children have been working on their defensive skills in netball and put these skills to the test last lesson.





Year 6 have been busy in English, getting ready to write an eerie description of a forest. So far, we have practised using figurative language such 
as similes, metaphors and personification. We have also practiced using different sentence starters to vary our writing and keep it interesting! 

In Maths, we have been learning how to multiply up to four numbers by two numbers, using the column method.  Year 6 have worked very hard on 
this! 

PE has been lots of fun and the children are building on their skills each week. On Tuesdays, we learn different skills in Flag Football and on 
Thursdays, we practice and learn new netball skills. Well done to all of our Star Players recently! 

Fun in                               
our online                          

safety                   
workshop!



Week Ending 26.09

Year R
Emilia & Charlie for Independence, Liberty for Self Reflection  

Year 1
Leyla for Independence, Dainchie for Self Reflection 

& Frankie for Perseverance 
Year 2

Jeremias & Belle for Independence, Willow H for Perseverance 
Year 3

Ellie for Independence, Olivia for Respect & Sybil Rose for Self Reflection 
Year 4

Emilia for Independence, Raelie for Self Reflection 
& Ronnie for Perseverance 

Year 5
Harry & Samuel for Independence, Alf for Perseverance 

Year 6
Shae & Samuel L for Independence, Elvie for Perseverance  

W/E 19.09
Winning Class 

1st Year 6
2nd Year 4 
3rd Year 3

W/E 12.09
Most Valuable Player 
1st Matilda - Year 6

2nd Samuel Yanis  - Year 6   
3rd Khenyang - Year 4 

Week Ending 19.09

Year R
Emilia for Self Reflection, Kevin for Independence & Isabella for Respect   

Year 1
Finley for Independence, Albert for Perseverance & Henry for Respect  

Year 2
Aria for Respect, Piper & Ikyro for Independence 

Year 3
Nathan for Perseverance, Jacob T for Independence & Adriana for Respect 

Year 4
Amber, Henry & Rajah for Self Reflection 

Year 5
Cruz for Self Reflection, Teddy & Margaret for Respect 

Year 6
Rajan, Lucas & Freddie for Perseverance 

W/E 26.09
Winning Class 

1st Year 6
2nd Year 4 
3rd Year 5

W/E 12.09
Most Valuable Player 

1st Rajan - Year 6
2nd Sienna  - Year 5   

3rd Samuel Yanis - Year 6





At The heart of the New Story Theatre 
Company is storytelling through theatre, 
which provides space for creativity and 

collaboration. Children are involved in the 
writing and performing of an original 

New Story Theatre Company meets every Tuesday in the 
school from 3.15pm until 4.45pm.  If your child would like a 

taster session, please contact Martin Smyth directly.                                                 
For further information, please email:                                                            

martin@newstorytheatre company.co.uk

production, including prop making, costume design and set 
design. They are also involved in making decisions on 
staging, lighting, visuals effects and soundtracks. The 

project culminates in a performance for parents later in the                                         
school year.






