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It is with great pleasure we 
welcome Mr Hickson to the                    

Istead Rise staff team.                                  
We are extremely excited to have 
him join us at Istead Rise as our                            

Year 2 teacher. He is looking 
forward to working here and to 

teaching our pupils.  

Usborne
 Book Fair 

The link below will     
take you to a copy 

of October's 
Online Safety 

Newsletter                                                                                   
Online Safety 

Newsletter

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://twitter.com/IsteadRisePS
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1354&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1354&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1348&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1348&type=pdf


Thank you to all of our 
Parents/Carers who 
attended our recent 

MacMillan Coffee 
Morning.  It was lovely to 

see so many of you 
enjoying a piece of cake 
with your child/children.  
We raised an amazing 
£953.64 for the charity, 
who do such fantastic 

work supporting people 
living with cancer and 

their loved ones.

Thank you to the Ellenor for sending 
us our very own  baby bear cub, we 
are looking forward to receiving a 

bigger version to decorate which will 
go on show around the Dartford and 

Gravesham area.                                            
More details to follow.



Reception class have 
made a fantastic start to 

phonics. We have learnt 20 
phonemes and have 
started to blend our 

sounds to read and write 
words. 

We have continued our topic ‘All about me’ 
discussing and drawing things that make us 

special. The children shared some lovely 
things that they like about themselves. 

Reception class has made an enthusiastic 
start to reading and writing CVC words. 
They have been working hard with Mrs 

Ridley, using magnetic letters to support 
them.                                                                 

Reception class have continued to be 
incredibly busy this term, keeping up the 

great attitude to learning. Well done! 
 

Maeve: 
“I like the seaside and 

it was raining” 
“I love my 

Grandparents and               
my Mummy”

Jason: 
“I’m good at 

football” 
“I’m good at 

swimming” “I’m 
good at reading” 

Bug hunting.
Reception class have been                         
really excited to find ladybirds                                           
this week. They used their                                    
exploration skills to see what other 
minibeasts they could find. 



Expressive Arts
After learning all about our skeletons, we created 

our own. We paid attention to details and used 
what we had learned to talk about the different 

parts of our skeletal structures. 

Understanding of the World
We have been looking at our skeletons. We have learnt what its role is and the names 
of some bones. Reception now know the largest and strongest bone is the femur and 
the smallest bone is in the ear and it is called the stapes. They have also learnt what 

foods keep their bones healthy. 

Maths
We have been exploring and comparing mass. We have 

made predictions using our hands and we have used the 
balance scales. This was to determine if objects weigh 

more, less or the same as each other. 



Understanding of the 
world: Our story of the 
week is Oliver's Fruit 
salad. From this, we 

made our own fruit salad 
and focused on our 

senses, using our sense 
of touch and smell before 

we tasted. The children 
used some great 

describing words to 
express how the fruit felt, 

smelt and tasted. 

Understanding of the world: The children became scientists! They wore 
their IR science coats, for the first time,  to carry out an investigation into 
how fruit changes over time. First they made a prediction about what 
would happen, then they cut up the fruit independently, and placed it 
onto trays to watch over the week. They have been eager each day to see 
what has been happening. The children have displayed                                                  
some great observational skills - and discussed how their                                        
senses support them to see, smell and touch the changes.                                        
Many of them said they would like to be scientists when                                                     
they grow up! 

“It’s 
slimy”

“It’s 
sticky” 



Year 1 have been exploring animals including humans during their science lessons.  They have looked at 
mammals, insects, amphibians, birds and fish. The children have discovered what makes them part of this 

category. The children have been looking at what animals are carnivores, herbivores or omnivores and where do 
humans fit into these categories. 

We had good fun labelling and finding the parts of our body and are looking forward to using our senses for taste, 
smell, touch sight and hearing.



In English, Year 2 have been 
using high level vocabulary to 
describe a monster. Mr Payne 

has been really impressed with 
their writing. The class designed 

their own monster to write a 
character description of. 
In Maths, we have been 

continuing with Place Value 
using flexible partitioning.                                                       

As we come to the end of our RE 
topic for this term, Sikhism,  the 

class enjoyed a sweet and                                    
savoury indian treat.  Thank you 

to Mrs Sandhu for organising 
this for us. In RE this week we 
made diyas, small oil lamps.  
The class will be decorating 

them next week ready to take 
home. 

In Music, the class were so 
sensible when using the 

glockenspiels to perform a song. 
Mr Hickson and myself Mrs T 

Clark were impressed with the 
performance.  



Year 3 have had another successful couple of weeks.  They thoroughly enjoyed cooking 
their vegetable tarts as part of our design and technology unit and of course eating them!  

In science we explored muscle groups and joints.  The children enjoyed labelling each other 
with names of the joints and the muscles.  We made a muscle model demonstrating muscles 

can't push, they can only pull.  
In geography we located geographical regions and their human and physical features.  

Maths we have moved onto learning addition and subtraction.  
In English we have just finished writing a powerful description of the sea.



It’s been another busy time in Year 4! 
In English we are working on writing a non-chronological report based on a pet from another 

planet, looking at transitional phrases and using a more formal writing style.
 In Maths we have started our unit on addition and subtraction, looking this week at column 

addition with exchanging. 
In Geography we have finished our final lesson on our current unit, looking at the different 

time zones around the world. 
In music we have completed our unit on learning Mamma Mia (and our appraisals of a range 

of songs by ABBA), and the children have really enjoyed learning the song and the 
glockenspiel parts. 

In Art last week we looked at the Willow Pattern, and worked to 
replicate this on our own plates. 

In Computing this week we learnt how to create a form using the Google Suite, and created 
questionnaires that others in the class could then answer. It would be fair to say that 

everyone found this very exciting! 
In Science we looked at pitch last week, investigating how we could change the pitch of a 

range of instruments, as well as learning about the Doppler effect and how the change in the 
frequency of sound waves affects the pitch that we hear. 

While in PE we have continued learning the skills needed to play flag football (a tag version 
of American Football) and netball.



Year 5 have continued to work hard in English, finishing writing a description about Shrek and his swamp and have now begun to write a set of 
instructions on how to become Shrek’s friend. In maths we have been working on addition and subtraction, using the rounding to estimate 

answers, the inverse operation to check our working, as well as solving multi step word problems. During our PE lessons we have continued to 
build on our skills in Jagtag and Netball ready to put those skills to the test in games in the final week of term. Lots of fun was had during our 

PSHE lesson, where the children were challenged to build the tallest tower in groups using only paper and masking tape. The children had to think 
carefully about their roles in the team and how they could best contribute to making their team a success.



Year 6 have been working hard in English. We are currently in a our biography learning 
sequence and are learning about Mary Seacole. We have carried out research about her work 

and life and have written an introduction to our biographies so far. 
In Science we have been learning about electricity. We have been building circuits and testing 

voltage so far!

Well done to Martin 
and Freddie who 
were voted in as              

Year 6’s                               
Eco Warriors!



Week Ending 10.10

Year R
Kevin for Perseverance, Chloe & Jonas for Independence  

Year 1
Noah for Self Reflection, Adrik for Independence & Max for Perseverance 

Year 2
Ava, Harper & WIllow H for Independence

Year 3
Milan for Respect, Aubany for Independence & Neda for Perseverance  

Year 4
Leo H & Aria for Independence, Sophie for Respect 

Year 5
Amaia for Respect, Saskia for Independence & Charlotte for Perseverance 

Year 6
Louie & Leah Marie for Perseverance, Ruby WN for Independence 

W/E 03.10
Winning Class 

1st Year 5
2nd Year 4 
3rd Year 6

W/E 12.09
Most Valuable Player 

1st Amaia - Year 5 
2nd Tyler G - Year 4  

3rd Otis - Year 6

Week Ending 03.10

Year R
Maeve for Self Reflection, Jack for Independence & Austin for Respect 

Year 1
Isabelle for Self Reflection, Lyla for Respect & Billy for Perseverance 

Year 2
Florence for Respect, Evie for Perseverance & Oliver for Independence  

Year 3
Daisy & Arlo for Self Reflection, Louise for Perseverance  

Year 4
Ava for Self Reflection, Freya for Independence & Ollie for Perseverance 

Year 5
William for Self Reflection, Nevaeh for Perseverance                                                          

& Dolly for Independence 
Year 6

Leah Marie, Oliver F & Emilia for Self Reflection 

W/E 10.10
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 4 
3rd Year 6

W/E 12.09
Most Valuable Player 
1st Tyler G - Year 4
2nd Ronnie - Year 4

3rd Khenyang - Year 4





New Story Theatre Company meets every Tuesday in 
the school from 3.15pm until 4.45pm.  If your child 
would like a taster session, please contact Martin 

Smyth directly.  For further information, please email:                                                            
martin@newstorytheatre company.co.uk

Children are involved in the writing and                                            
performing of an original production,                                

including prop making, costume design and                    
set design. They are also involved in making 
decisions on staging, lighting, visuals effects                       
and soundtracks. The project culminates in a 
performance for parents later in the school                              

year.

At The heart of the New Story 
Theatre Company is storytelling 
through theatre, which provides 

space for creativity and 
collaboration. 








