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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 31st October 2025

Thursday 6th November
Parent Consultations

Wednesday 12th 
November 

School Photographer                   
Individual Photos 

Monday 8th December 
Year’s 5 & 6                        

Christmas Carol Concert 
St Barnabas Church

10am

Friday 12th December 
Year’s 3 & 4                        

Christmas Carol Concert 
St Barnabas Church

1.30pm

Wednesday 17th 
December Christmas 
Dinner & Jumper Day 

Friday 19th December 
End of Term 2

Monday 5th January 2026
INSET Day                    

School Closed

Tuesday 6th January 
Term 3 Begins

 

As a school, we will be participating 
with the following: Wearing odd socks 

on Friday 14th November with our 
school uniform, carrying out school 

and class assemblies during 
Anti-bullying week, attending 

Anti-Bullying workshops and a theatre 
show on Friday 21st November.

A New Careers Curriculum

From this term, we are delighted to be                                                               
strengthening our already ambitious                                                                  
and varied curriculum by adding                                                                                                   
regular lessons on careers. Every                                                                                               
class, from Year R to Year 6, will be                                                                                     
learning about different careers, the                                                                                                   
vital skills which are needed for                                                                                                       
different roles, and the challenges                                                                                                                                             
which some careers encounter.                                                                                                  
Lessons will involve children                                                                                                  
discussing the essential and sub-skills                                                                                        
of these jobs, and developing their own                                                                                             
skills of communication, problem                                                                                                      
solving, collaboration and creativity.
This careers curriculum aims to build                                                                                                 
on the success of last year’s                                                                                          
Aspiration’s Term, when visitors spoke                                                                                      
to our pupils about their different jobs.                                                                                                             
Children who have completed some of these lessons already, are enjoying 
learning about fashion designers, ecologists and architects. 

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
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Charlotte of Year 5 
recently took part in a 
circesque showcase 
with her circus skills 
class. There were 10 

acts in total and 
Charlotte performed 

an amazing aerial 
hoop and pole 

routine.  Well done 
Charlotte from all of 

us at                        
Istead Rise Primary!

We are delighted to inform you that the debut novel ‘Grimble’ by our own                      
Mr Meredith has been published and is now available, should you wish to 

purchase a copy, on Amazon (both Kindle edition and as a paperback). Our 
current Year 5 pupils experienced it prior to publication as a guided reading 

text last year and are very excited by this news! 

The chair went out from under me 
and I hit the floor hard enough to 
knock the air from my lungs. I lay 
there, stunned, blinking up at the 
ceiling... and something blinked 
back.
Two eyes, deep and red like dying 
embers, stared down at me from the 
plaster above. They weren’t 
reflections. They weren’t tricks of the 
light. They were there—watching. 
And they blinked again.
My breath caught. For a split second, 
I thought I’d hit my head too hard, 
that this was some weird concussion 
dream. But then, it let out a 
high-pitched giggle, dry and 
whispery, like dead leaves scraping 
across glass. It didn’t have a mouth, 
but somehow, I heard it.

And that was how it began…with the 
arrival of a strange creature in my 
house. A creature I named ‘Grimble’.
It would end, however, with the fate 
of the world hanging in the balance, 
as a battle which had waged for 
centuries, across multiple worlds 
and dimensions, came to my sleepy 
little town. And all that stood in its 
way was me and my friends in the 
Chess Club.

You can purchase 
your very own copy 

from Amazon via 
this link!  Grimble

The link 
below will 

take you to                 
a copy of 

November's 
Online        
Safety 

Newsletter                                                                                   

Online      
Safety                                          

Newsletter                                                  
November 

25
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A warm welcome back for Term 2 to all our parents and children with SEND. 
Weekly SEND surgeries continue throughout the term on Wednesday afternoons. 

If you’d like to discuss anything SEND and Inclusion related, Mrs Andreou has 
appointments available. Please book via the school office.

Parent Consultations are on Thursday 6th November. Your child’s teacher will 
discuss SEND provision with you. If your child has a Personalised Plan, this 
reviewed and renewed Plan will have been sent home at the end of Term 1. 
Appointments are available to book (via the office) if you would like to have 

additional time to talk about SEND provision with Mrs Andreou.

IASK support families of children and young people (0 to 25 years) with special 
educational needs or disabilities. They hope to empower children, young people 
and their parents to make informed choices about their education, outcomes and 
help to communicate views and opinions confidently.                                                                        
They are a free, confidential and impartial service based in Kent. Staff and 
volunteers are independently trained in SEND. Their advice and support is 
confidential and impartial. They are not                                                                                                        
on anybody's side.                                                                  IASK is overseen by a 
steering group, which includes parents,                                                                                            
young people, representatives from local                                                                                              
voluntary groups, children's services,                                                                                            
parent/carer forum, education and social                                                                                                                            
care.                                                                                                                                  
They also support schools in working with parents

The majority of children with SEND, whether they have a 
diagnosis or not, will have their educational needs 
supported through the application of the inclusive 

strategies which form the basis of Quality First Teaching. 
Some children utilise inclusive and adaptive strategies 

and resources detailed in the Mainstream Core Standards - 
Kent’s standards for support in mainstream schools. If a 
child at Istead Rise requires support which is “over and 
above” or “additional to” what is normally available in a 

mainstream environment, possibly in the form of a specific 
intervention, then they may also have a Personalised Plan 
in place which details this, and they will be included on the 

SEND register as a recognition of this level of need.

Kent PACT is a parent carer forum set up for parents of children and young adults with disabilities and additional needs.

What is a Parent Carer Forum?
Parent/Carer Forums (PCFs) are run by parents for parents.
The aim of PCFs is to ensure that the needs of the parents and carers of disabled children in the county                                                                                                
are being met.
This is achieved by gathering the views of local families and then working in partnership with local                                                                              
authorities, education, health providers and other services to highlight where local services, processes                                                                                                    
and commissioners are working well, or challenge when changes or improvements need to be made.
PCFs cannot act as case workers or advocates, they  are simply the link between parents and carers and                                                                                                     
the Local Authority. We need to work together to ensure that communication links remain open and transparent.

https://kentpactnew2022.co.uk/
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Term 2: 
Reception class have made a fantastic start to the new term and have settled 
straight back into routines. This term we are looking at celebrations and 
festivals. We will be learning about the different ways people celebrate all 
over the world, and how we celebrate different occasions.  We have been 
very busy already and are looking forward to the exciting term ahead. 

Bikeability: Last term the children took part in bikeability 
balance. They learnt new skills or developed existing ones such 

as balancing, steering and stopping. Reception class were so 
excited and they showed incredible listening skills and 

perseverance 



Maths: At the end of last term, in Maths, we were looking at ABAB patterns. 
Reception class used paint sticks to create their own.. Mrs Davies made 

some of her own ‘incorrect’ patterns and the children were able to correct 
them independently.

Understanding of the World: The children really enjoyed 
looking at the world map and finding out where all of our 

fruit comes from.  We looked at the journey a banana makes 
before it reaches us.                                                                             

The children were amazed to see how far it comes. 

To support the 
understanding of a 

repeated pattern, the 
children learnt and 
danced to the song 

‘In and out the dusty 
bluebells’



In Art the children enjoyed learning about Bridget Riley and how she used lines 
to create her art. The children created  their own piece of                                    

Bridget Riley artwork naming it ‘Rainy Day’.

Last term year 1 had                 
fun in P.E learning 

football skills such as 
dribbling, controlling                      
the ball while moving                  
as well as working on        

agility and coordination.



Year 2 had an incredible 
start to Term 2 with a 

fun-filled and immersive 
learning day! To start 

things off, the children 
stepped back in time to 

hear the story of the 
Great Fire of London. 

Everyone gathered 
around a crackling 
campfire, where we 

listened to the dramatic 
story of how the fire 
began and spread 

across the city. To make 
the experience even 
more memorable, the 
children had a go at 
cooking bread and 

finished the morning by 
roasting marshmallows 

over the flames!

In the afternoon, we put our 
Design and Technology 
skills to the test with a 

building challenge. Working 
in teams, they competed to 

create the tallest 
freestanding structure they 

could.                                             
There was lots of teamwork, 

problem solving, and 
laughter along the way.  The 
winning team managed an 
impressive height of 2.17 

meters- a fantastic 
achievement!  It was a 

wonderful first day back,          
full of creativity, teamwork, 

and excitement. What a 
brilliant way to begin the 

new term!



Year 3 have made a fantastic start to Term 2.                                    
In English we have just finished writing a 

book review of ‘The Sheep-Pig’, the children 
did a wonderful job especially with 

expressing their opinions.  In Maths we 
continue learning column addition and 

subtraction.  In Science we started our new 
topic; Forces - our first lesson was an 

investigation of the processes required to 
change an object's shape, speed and 

direction.  The children had fun applying 
forces to the twelve objects and exploring 

words to describe how it changed.  In 
History we are learning about the Stone Age, 

in our first lesson we used computers to 
research information to order the events 

from the Early Stone Age up to the                                         
Roman invasion of Britain.



It has been a great start to Term 2! In English, we are continuing with our descriptive writing 
sequence from last term about the emergence of an enormous Norwegian Troll. While in Maths, we 

have worked through our unit on Area this week. Next week we begin our longest unit on 
multiplication and division. In DT, we have started looking at structures and how triangles are a 

better choice for strength, especially in corners. In History this week we have started our unit on the 
Anglo-Saxons, looking initially at why they invaded Britain, where they came from and when. We 

also looked at how Britain was divided into Seven Kingdoms. In RE this term, we are continuing our 
work on pilgrimages, focussing on Christianity. In Science we started our electricity unit by looking 

at what electricity is, how electrons can be transferred and how they move.



Year 5 had a fantastic end to term 1. In DT they designed some amazing Doddlers and then got to work, making 
their designs come to life. Unfortunately, they didn’t work quite as well as we hoped, but after some discussions 

we thought of ways we could improve them to make them even better next time. 

In PSHE we used all we had learned over the term, 
about working as a team to create a set of rules to 

follow. We put these rules into action as we worked in 
groups to try and build the tallest towers.



                                                                                                                
On the last day of term 1 we were lucky enough to visit 
the Sri Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara in Gravesend, as 
part of our RE learning on Sikhism. The children had a 

brilliant time, learning all about the Gurdwara and 
Sikhism, asking well thought out sensible questions and 
behaved impeccably. A highlight of the trip was the visit 

to the langar hall, where they got to try roti and daal, 
which was definitely a hit and went down a treat. 



Year 6 have been busy in 
the first week of the new 
term! We have started a 

new English learning 
sequence where we will be 
writing a description based 

on an extreme weather 
event. 

In History, we will be 
starting our new topic all 

about the Victorians which 
will be very interesting.

Year 6 have worked so 
hard in maths this week. 
We have recapped the 

method for short division 
and also learnt how to 
carry out long division 

with remainders as 
decimals or fractions. 

Spending                        
time in the 

library 



Week Ending 31.10

Year R
Benji & Patrick for Independence, Josie for Perseverance   

Year 1
Isaac & Tris for Perseverance, Cruze for Independence 

Year 2
Ikyro for Self Reflection, Jeremias for Respect & Mia for Perseverance 

Year 3
Eliza for Independence, Seren for Perseverance & Benjamin for Respect  

Year 4
Theo H, Felix & Samantha for Independence

Year 5
Darcey & Lyla for Respect, Stanley for Independence 

Year 6
Elvie & Freddie for Perseverance, Maya for Respect   

W/E 17.10
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 5
3rd Year 3

W/E 17.10
Most Valuable Player 
1st Tyler G - Year 4

2nd Khenyang  - Year 64  
3rd Sienna  - Year 4 

Week Ending 17.09

Year R
Jason for Independence, Ava Rose & Isla for Perseverance   

Year 1
William & Harry for Independence, George H for Perseverance 

Year 2
Joshua for Self Reflection & Mazie for Independence  

Year 3
Valerie & Jaxon for Self Reflection, Elena for Independence 

Year 4
Theo B for Self Reflection, Amber for Perseverance & Tyler for Independence 

Year 5
Constance for Perseverance, Bobby for Respect & Harry for Independence  

Year 6
Samuel Yanis & Joshua for Self Reflection, Delphine for Perseverance 

W/E 31.10
Winning Class 

1st Year 5
2nd Year 4 
3rd Year 6

W/E 31.10
Most Valuable Player 
1st George W - Year 5
2nd Tyler G  - Year 4   

3rd Khenyang - Year 4

W/E 17.10

Aubany, Arlo, Seren, Rei, Oscar, Olivia, Neda, Nathan, 
Milan, Lennon, Jaxon, Archie, Adriana, Jacob T, 

Frank, Ellie, Eliza, Elena, Daisy, Charlie, Benjamin, 
Belle & Ava of Year 3

W/E 31.10
Khenyang - Year 4



New Story Theatre Company meets every Tuesday                
in the school from 3.15pm until 4.45pm.  If your child 

would like a taster session, please contact Martin 
Smyth directly.  For further information, please email:                                                            

martin@newstorytheatre company.co.uk

Children are involved in the writing and                                            
performing of an original production,                                

including prop making, costume design and                    
set design. They are also involved in making 
decisions on staging, lighting, visuals effects                       
and soundtracks. The project culminates in a 

performance for parents later in the                                       
school year.

At The heart of the New Story 
Theatre Company is storytelling 
through theatre, which provides 

space for creativity and 
collaboration. 




