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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 14th November 2025

Monday 8th December 
Year’s 5 & 6                        

Christmas Carol Concert 
St Barnabas Church

10:00am

Tuesday 9th December 
Year R                                 

Christmas Songs 2:15pm

Friday 12th December 
Year’s 3 & 4                        

Christmas Carol Concert 
St Barnabas Church

1:30pm

Tuesday 16th December
Years 1 & 2                       

Christmas Show 1:45pm

Wednesday 17th 
December Christmas 
Dinner & Jumper Day 

Friday 19th December 
End of Term 2

Monday 5th January 2026
INSET Day                    

School Closed

Tuesday 6th January 
Term 3 Begins

 

                             
Christmas Dinner 
& Jumper Day                                                                                                 

Wednesday 17th 
December 2025.                                                                              
For full details 
please use the 
attached link.                               

Christmas 
Dinner                                                        

& Jumper 
Day

Thank you so much 
for all your 

contributions to our 
recent Harvest 

Festival.  All your kind 
donations have been 
gratefully received by 

the Gravesham         
Foodbank and 

weighed in at an 
impressive 140.2kg.
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Click here                         
to book

We would like to say a big 
thank you to our wonderful 
FIRPS team, who work very 
hard providing memorable 

experiences for your 
children.

We hope your children 
enjoyed movie night. The 
school hall looked great!

All your clothing donations 
have raised nearly £140,  so 

thank you again.
Don’t forget to book your 
child into FIRPS’s  Annual 
Christmas Craft Workshop                               

(see the attached link)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci2lQ_MFyLI8To-QOrgZPWnBeppaCvOcYqgcvTU4O9p55cwg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci2lQ_MFyLI8To-QOrgZPWnBeppaCvOcYqgcvTU4O9p55cwg/viewform


We are delighted to inform you that the debut novel ‘Grimble’ by our own                      
Mr Meredith has been published and is now available, should you wish to 

purchase a copy, on Amazon (both Kindle edition and as a paperback). Our 
current Year 5 pupils experienced it prior to publication as a guided reading 

text last year and are very excited by this news! 

The chair went out from under me 
and I hit the floor hard enough to 
knock the air from my lungs. I lay 
there, stunned, blinking up at the 
ceiling... and something blinked 
back.
Two eyes, deep and red like dying 
embers, stared down at me from the 
plaster above. They weren’t 
reflections. They weren’t tricks of the 
light. They were there—watching. 
And they blinked again.
My breath caught. For a split second, 
I thought I’d hit my head too hard, 
that this was some weird concussion 
dream. But then, it let out a 
high-pitched giggle, dry and 
whispery, like dead leaves scraping 
across glass. It didn’t have a mouth, 
but somehow, I heard it.

And that was how it began…with the 
arrival of a strange creature in my 
house. A creature I named ‘Grimble’.
It would end, however, with the fate 
of the world hanging in the balance, 
as a battle which had waged for 
centuries, across multiple worlds 
and dimensions, came to my sleepy 
little town. And all that stood in its 
way was me and my friends in the 
Chess Club.

You can purchase 
your very own copy 

from Amazon via 
this link!  Grimble

We would like to say a big congratulations to 
Frank in Year 3.  Frank has just been signed by 
Charlton Football Club which is an incredible 

achievement.
Well done Frank, from all of us at                            

Istead Rise Primary School!

https://tinyurl.com/yxu9c9nx


Reception class have continued with their topic 
on celebrations. Last week we were looking at the 

story of Guy Fawkes and the festival of Diwali. 

                  

Reception class have 
thoroughly enjoyed 

dressing up in traditional 
Hindu clothing and creating 
their own Mehndi patterns. 

The children were 
excited to create 

their own 
sparkler biscuits. 
They talked about 

how the 
chocolate melted 

when hot and 
how it then turns 
back to a solid 

when cool. Guy Fawkes
We have been learning about the story of Guy Fawkes.  
The children went on an autumn walk to collect leaves 

and sticks to create their own bonfire picture.                            
They recognised that the red/orange/yellow leaves      

were best to use when representing the fire.                   



Maths
On  our Maths learning journey we have been exploring 1, 2, and 3                   

in depth. We have explored through song, games and partner work. 
The children were introduced to number sentences and have 

enjoyed writing them down. 

We have been looking at 1 more and 1 less using stories and rhymes. 
The children were able to follow along to the rhyme ‘5 Little speckled 

frogs’ taking away one counter each time a frog ‘jumped into the 
pool’. 

The 
children 
enjoyed       

placing the 
picture with 
the correct 

number. 
They love 
working 

with   
friends. 

Phonics
This term we are recapping                     

sounds from set 1 that have been 
challenging. We have focused on 
blending and special friends ck,                               

ff, ll, ss, zz.

Each week in English 
we use big paper and 

work in groups to 
practice using our 

phonic knowledge to 
make words. 

The children have                  
been looking at the 

composition of 1, 2, 3. 
They have started to 
understand and use 
number sentences. 



’ 

Superclass party
We had great fun at our superclass Halloween party! We 
started with some colouring on Halloween felt pictures, 
followed by party snacks and lots of dancing. The children 
loved showing us their dance moves and myself and Mrs 
Davies got to show ours off too! We cannot wait for our 
next superclass -   the children said they want to ‘do it all 
over again!’ 



In PSHE lessons we 
have been learning 

how we are different 
as well as how to be 

kind. We wrote 
slogans on our 

gingerbread people.

The children learnt 
about the significance of 

the poppy and why we 
have 2 minutes silence.

Year 1 children have shown a great 
interest in  learning about Guy Fawkes 
and why he tried to blow up the Houses 

of Parliament, also learning why we 
celebrate Bonfire night.



It’s been a very busy and exciting time in Year 2! In Maths, we have started 
learning the column method for addition and subtraction. Everyone is 
working really hard and showing great progress with their calculations.

In English, we wrote fantastic diary entries about the Great Fire of London, 
imagining we were Thomas Farriner himself. The children loved stepping 
into the past and bringing the disaster to life through their writing.

In Science and DT, we are continuing to explore materials and structures. 
The children have been applying their knowledge brilliantly in practical 
activities and investigations.

We’ve also begun preparations for our KS1 production—more information 
about this exciting event will be shared soon!
All the children are putting in excellent effort across every subject and are 
truly enjoying their learning. 

Well done, Year 2! Keep up the good work.



Year 3 have had a great couple of weeks.  
In English we have started a new sequence of learning which will be to write a story based on a video clip.  

In maths we are just finishing a unit of work on addition and subtraction.  This week we have been practising the inverse operation.  
In History we undertook a historical case study (Skara Brae), the children found out it is an archaeological site in Orkney, Scotland and that it is 

one of the best preserved Neolithic settlements.  
In science we investigated the effect of friction on objects in motion.  The children enjoyed investigating which surface has the most friction, they 

predicted which material will slow the car down the most and compared how things move on different surfaces.  
In art we used the medium charcoal to explore simple, bold lines and shapes of animals.



It’s been another busy time in Year 
4! In English we are working on 

writing a newspaper report, basing 
it on issue #75 of Superman.                
The children have been very 

enthusiastic about their writing,                
and worked really hard on writing 

their orientation this week. In Maths 
we are continuing to work on our 

multiplication and division, looking 
at the patterns and common 

multiples between times tables. In 
Science we have been working on 
making simple series circuits, and 
this week investigated insulators 
and conductors. In RE we have 
been learning about Rome and 

Vatican City this week, which the 
children found fascinating. We have 
continued our learning in History 
by exploring the daily lives of the 

Anglo-Saxons. This involved 
investigating artefacts from 

Maidstone Museum, as well as 
writing about their houses, clothes, 
food, daily jobs and their different 

gods. In Music this term we are 
focussing on our instrumental 

work, and the children are 
becoming better at playing together 
and keeping time with each other. 

They are also learning the different 
notes, and their lengths, on a stave 

and how these relate to a 
glockenspiel, and have also learned 
about rests in notation and counts. 

We have also been taking part in 
the Emile Spelling World Cup this 
week, and the children have found 

it incredibly engaging. Hopefully we 
can qualify for the National final 

next week.

I would like to thank    
everyone who has bought                 
my book so far! Thank you!                         
If you would like a copy, it’s 
available on Amazon. If you 
could write a review with      
your child after reading it,   
that would be fantastic!                                           
Thank you all once again.



Year 5 have continued their hard work    
in term 2. In English, the children have 
been learning about the features of a 
biography and creating a biography 
about Mae Jemison, the first black 
woman in space. Multiplication and 

division has been our focus in maths, 
where we have been learning about 

prime numbers, square and cube 
numbers, as well as dividing and 
multiplying by 10, 100 and 1000. 

In PE we have been learning how to                
play badminton and volleyball. In 

volleyball we have been learning how to 
play the ball in a set and how to dig. 



In history we have been learning about Henry VIII and his six wives and the reasons why they were divorced and beheaded. We were also lucky 
enough to take a trip to the Tower of London on Monday, to help our learning about the Tudors.   We were able to see the crown jewels, the famous 

Tower of London ravens and took part in a workshop to learn more about crime and punishment during the Tudor times. 



Year 6 have been busy in Maths with our work on fractions. We have recapped equivalent fractions, practised 
converting an improper fraction to a mixed number and vice versa and are now moving onto adding and 
subtracting mixed numbers. 
Next week we will start learning how to multiply and add and subtract fractions with different denominators.                    
Year 6 have shown great perseverance with their fractions work - well done! 

In History, we are really enjoying the discussions about our topic for this term - The Victorians. We are also really 
looking forward to having a look at the artefacts from our museum loan box! 

Creating a 
timeline of 
significant 

events in the 
Victorian  

era. 

Using our notes from 
an information video 

and writing a ‘narrative 
voice’ paragraph for 

our descriptions based  
on ‘the eye of the 

storm’. 



Week Ending 14.11

Year R
Max & Elodie for Independence, Joshua for Respect    

Year 1
Clark & Dennie for Independence, Mason for Perseverance 

Year 2
Joshua for Perseverance, Louie for Self Reflection & Cara for Independence 

Year 3
Annalise for Self Reflection, Ava for Independence & Archie for Perseverance   

Year 4
Emily for Respect, Rose for Independence & Mary Kate for Perseverance 

Year 5
Ella for Independence, Jack E for Self Reflection & Elliott for Perseverance 

Year 6
Arabella, Oliver M & Otis for Perseverance   

W/E 07.11
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 5
3rd Year 6

W/E 07.11
Most Valuable Player 
1st Tyler G - Year 4

2nd Khenyang  - Year 64  
3rd Sienna  - Year 4 

Week Ending 07.11

Year R
Niamh for Self Reflection, Sofia for Respect & Ronnie for Independence 

Year 1
George B & Kayla for Perseverance, Chantelle for Independence 

Year 2
Melissa for Self Reflection 

Year 3
Chalie for Independence, JJ for Self Reflection & Oscar for Perseverance 

Year 4
Annabelle for Respect, Khenyang & Bobby for Independence 

Year 5
Jack L & Bradley for Self Reflection, Sienna for Respect 

Year 6
Ruby J for Independence, Edward for Respect & Summer for Perseverance 

W/E 14.11
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 6
3rd Year 5

W/E 14.11
Most Valuable Player 
1st Lucas S - Year 6

2nd Khenyang  - Year 4   
3rd Rajah - Year 4

W/E 14.11

Khenyang, Emilia, Devan, Bobby, Ashiya, Leo H, 
Felix, Aria, Tyler, Theo H & Leo D, Louie, Jacob F, 

Valerie, JJ & Carter
All of Year 5

W/E 07.11
Khenyang of Year 4

W/E 14.11
Khenyang of Year 4 & Nathan of Year 3





Children are involved in the writing and                                            
performing of an original production,                                

including prop making, costume design and                    
set design. They are also involved in making 
decisions on staging, lighting, visuals effects                       
and soundtracks. The project culminates in a 

performance for parents later in the                                       
school year.

At The heart of the New Story 
Theatre Company is storytelling 
through theatre, which provides 

space for creativity and 
collaboration. 

New Story Theatre Company meets every Tuesday                
in the school from 3.15pm until 4.45pm.  If your child 

would like a taster session, please contact Martin 
Smyth directly.  For further information, please email:                                                            

martin@newstorytheatre company.co.uk




