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Tuesday 16th 
December
Years 1 & 2                       

Christmas Show 
2:00pm

Wednesday 17th 
December 

Christmas Dinner  
& Jumper Day 

Friday 19th 
December 

End of Term 2

Monday 5th 
January 2026

INSET Day                    
School Closed

Tuesday 6th 
January 2026
Term 3 Begins

Friday 13th 
February                        

End of Term 3

Monday 23rd 
February 

Term 4 Begins 

 

                                                          
Christmas Dinner & 

Jumper Day                                                                                                 

Wednesday 17th 
December 2025.                                                                              

For full details please                                           
use the attached link.                              

Christmas Dinner                                                        
& Jumper Day

Dear Istead Rise families,

We hope you enjoy our final newsletter of Term 2. As usual, it showcases the vast 
range of learning and fun activities which pupils experience at our school. 
We appreciate all the support you have given staff and pupils in preparing for and 
attending the various carol concerts and nativities which have already taken place or 
are due to take place. I am sure you will agree the performances have been fantastic, 
which demonstrates how hard children (and staff) have worked in preparing for them. 
On behalf of all the staff at Istead Rise, we would like to wish you a Happy Christmas, 
and a peaceful and healthy New Year.

Best wishes,
Mrs M Clark
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We would like to thank FIRPS for organising a fabulous festive experience for the 
children this year.  Each class was able to pay a visit to Ice-Stead’s Igloo and make 

decorations to take home.  The children had a fantastic time with the team, yet again, 
going above and beyond. The Igloo looked fantastic.  There is still time to buy tickets for 

the FIRPS Christmas Raffle which is being drawn on Monday 15th December. 
There are some amazing prizes up for grabs!

Click                         
Here To 
Enter

https://raffall.com/401857/enter-raffle-to-win-firps-annual-christmas-raffle-hosted-by-friends-of-istead-rise-primary-school
https://raffall.com/401857/enter-raffle-to-win-firps-annual-christmas-raffle-hosted-by-friends-of-istead-rise-primary-school
https://raffall.com/401857/enter-raffle-to-win-firps-annual-christmas-raffle-hosted-by-friends-of-istead-rise-primary-school


STEM club has been jam packed with lots of exciting 
activities.  Our theme for this term was Changes. We looked 
at the different growing stages of vegetables in the sensory 

garden. We monitored each stage and the results were 
really impressive. Some children were able to take home the 
crops after they were harvested. I heard they were delicious. 

We started our Christmas activities by mixing  flour, salt, 
and water,  causing a physical change to make Christmas 

Salt Dough decorations. The children really enjoyed mixing 
their own dough from scratch. For the past two weeks, the 
group has worked hard to make a cube light up by looking 

at energy changes, chemical changes (the cell) and physical 
changes. Some parts were fiddly, but they persevered and 
created a light-up cube that they can keep for a long time. 

This week we wanted to see what changes would happen if 
we mixed vegetable glycerin with water and glitter. At first 

the glitter clumped together until we found a secret 
ingredient. After adding the secret ingredient, the glitter fell 

like snow after the mixture was shaken.                                          
Can you guess what we made?

I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas                      
Mrs T Clark



Reception class have continued to work hard, always trying their best -  
growing and developing new skills. We are still continuing our learning 
journey of celebrations - in the last few weeks we have been looking at 
birthdays and Hanukkah. By exploring diverse traditions, we allow the 

children to build cultural awareness, respect and empathy.  It gives us a 
way to connect with each other and appreciate differences.                              

The children have been curious to see different ways of celebrating 
around the world. 

Reception class took a walk to the local 
post box to post some very special letters. 

The children were impeccably behaved  
and were able to follow all the rules to               

stay safe. Mrs Davies even got us singing 
christmas songs along the way! 



In Maths we have been looking at different 
ways to make 5.  We used numicon to explore 

and write number sentences. 

In English   
we have 

continued               
to use big 
paper to 

support our 
writing. 

We have been 
looking at light 

and dark, 
thinking about 
routines and 
tasks that are 
completed in 

the day and at 
night.



We were lucky 
enough to have an 

elf workshop 
hosted by FIRPS. 
We had so much 

fun making 
stockings ready for 

Christmas! 



The children have been working really 
hard learning their Christmas play and 

are very excited for all the parents/carers 
to come and watch them next week. 
They have also had a visit from the 

mischievous elf!

We have been working really hard in maths learning 
our 2D and 3D shapes. The children have made 

patterns as well as finding out what 2D shapes they 
can find inside the 3D shapes.



After                                      
receiving a letter                          
from Mrs Clark,                     

who wanted to ban 
all things 

Christmas,                    
Year 2 were only 

too happy to    
send her a 
persuasive                 
letter back. 



The children have had 
a fantastic couple of 

weeks.  
They have been 

working hard to write 
their personal recount 
of our trip to Warner 

Brother Studios.  
In maths they are 

continuing to learn 
times tables, they 

have now learned the 
three, four and eight 

times tables.  
In history, the children 

enjoyed looking at  
artefacts from the 
Stone Age, first 

discussing what they 
thought they could be, 
before learning what 
they were and how 
they were used.  In 

Science we explored 
magnets south and 

north pole as well as 
using the language 
attract and repel.  

The children had a 
wonderful time at our 
year 3 & 4 Christmas 

Carol Service.  
They should be proud 

of themselves, they 
spoke and sang 

beautifully.



As we head towards the end of Term 2, it's been rather hectic! 
In English we are learning how to write a formal speech using standard English; 

while in maths we have been revisiting addition and subtraction with exchanging. 
This has also included using decimals with money. 

In Science we completed our final project by creating light up cubes. This brought 
together all of our learning from this term’s unit on electricity. In History we have 

learnt about Edward the Confessor and the building of Westminster Abbey, as well 
as how having no successor caused a problem which culminated in the Battle of 

Hastings (which we will be covering next week). In DT we have continued building 
our structures, and next week will complete them with decoration and 

finishing touches. 
We’ve continued learning our songs for the Carol Concert, and it was lovely to see 

so many of you this afternoon. 



Congratulations                           
to Zachary on 

coming first in his 
doubles darts 
competition!                        
A fantastic 

achievement!

I know that I’ve said it before, but another 
massive thank you to everyone who has 
bought my novel, Grimble. I still can’t get over 
it! It’s been amazing chatting with the children 
across key stage 2 about it, signing copies 
and seeing the children excited about reading 
it! If you would like a copy (it would make a 
great stocking filler that they could get signed 
in the New Year), it’s available at this link: 
https://amzn.eu/d/3A2BNOI

Well done to the 
Rocksteady bands who 
performed for the rest                       

of the school this week! 
It was amazing to see 
how much progress 

you’ve made and your 
parents are in for a real 

treat at the parents 
concert on Monday   
(start time 9:30am).

https://amzn.eu/d/3A2BNOI


A huge well done to 
Year 5 and 6 for 
their fantastic 

performance of 
‘Christmas Around 
The World’ at the 
church this week. 

Mrs Brown and 
Miss Waters were 

exceptionally proud 
of all of the 

children.



Year 5 have had a busy couple of weeks as we head towards the end                                  
of Term 2. 
In English we have been writing a description about a winter garden, the 
children have come up with some amazing descriptive and figurative 
language to include in their final draft. 
In maths we are coming to the end of our learning about fractions. The children have been working 
exceptionally hard at this tackling some tricky problems. 
Looking at rumours, name calling and bullying, has been our focus in PSHE. The children really enjoyed 
coming up with a scenario, deciding on ways to make the situation worse,  how to it could be resolved 
and then making these into a game of snakes and ladders.  
We have also been working hard at  Speed Stacking skills, trying to master the 3-3-3 formation. The 
children are loving taking on the challenge of trying to beat Miss Man (who is very quick, unlike Mrs 
Brown). 





Year 6 had a wonderful time on their visit to Kent Life. We took part in 
various activities linked to the Victorian era such as; candle making, 

parlour games, acting out a scene from ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles 
Dickens, begging, working in a workhouse and playing with Victorian 
toys. We also had the chance to step foot into a Victorian farmhouse 

which really gave us a feeling of how some people in the Victorian era 
lived. We were lucky enough to visit the animals at Kent Life and go on a 

tractor ride around the farm after our lunch break. In one carriage, the 
children pretended they were rich Victorians on a horse and carriage, 
and the members of the public were the poor people! We had such fun 

on our first school trip of Year 6. The children were an absolute credit to 
the school and behaved impeccably. All of the adults on the trip were 
very proud of Year 6 and a staff member from Kent Life even said that 

we were the best group she’d taught all day!







Week Ending 12.12

Year R
Finley for Independence, Jack & Austin for Perseverance 

Year 1
Sophia for Perseverance, Finley & Dainchie for Respect 

Year 2
Amari for Respect, Aria for Perseverance                                                             

& Jaxon for Independence 
Year 3

Eliza for Self Reflection, Oscar for Respect                                                          
& Nathan for Independence 

Year 4
Pixie Belle for Independence, Leo H & Khenyang for Respect 

Year 5
Cruz & Constance for Respect & Teddy for Perseverance 

Year 6
Katelyn & Freddie for Independence, Samuel L for Perseverance 

W/E 05.12
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 5
3rd Year 2

Week Ending 05.12

Year R
Benji for Perseverance, Isabella & Inara for Independence 

Year 1
Lyla & Jessie for Perseverance, George B for Independence 

Year 2
Mazie for Respect, Kaspa for Independence                                                     

& Oliver for Perseverance 
Year 3

Frank for Independence, Ellie for Respect                                                            
& Ava for Perseverance 

Year 4
Freya, Emilia & Rajah for Respect 

Year 5
Cruz & Jack E for Independence, Ella for Self Reflection  

Year 6
All of Year 6 for Respect 

W/E 12.12
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 2
3rd Year 5

W/E 05.12

Annalise of Year 3

W/E 12.12

Iyla, Ollie, Mary Kate & Ava of Year 4

W/E 05.12

Frank of Year 

W/E 12.12

Seren, Rei, Olvia, Nathan, Lennon, Jacob T, Ellie, Eliza, Elena, Daisy, 
Benjamin, Aubany, Arlo & Adriana of Year 3

W/E 05.12
Samuel Y, Samuel L & Matilda 

of Year 6, Frank, Ellie, 
Benjamin & Elena of Year 3 

Charlie, George, Harry, Saskia 
& Jack L of Year 5, Harry, 

Kayla, Clark & Sophia of Year 
1, Jason of Year R

W/E 05.12
Most Valuable Player 

1st Tyler G - Y4
2nd Theo B  - Y4  
3rd Khenrab  - Y2 

W/E 12.12
Most Valuable Player 

1st Khenrab - Y2
2nd Theo B - Y4   

3rd Khenyang - Y4

W/E 12.12
Samuel L, Samuel Y & 

Matilda of Year 6,
Adriana & Milan of Year 3, 

Tyler, Leo H, Freya & Raelie 
of Year 4 Sienna, George, 

Saskia, Jack L                                 
& Henry of Year 5 





collaboration.  Children are involved in the 
writing and performing an original production, 

including prop making,                                                                                 
costume design and set design. They are also 

involved in making decisions on staging, 
lighting, visuals effects, soundtracks. The 
project culminates in a performance for 

parents later in the school year.

New Story Theatre Company meets every                                 
Tuesday in the school from 3.15pm until                                  

4.45pm.  For further information, 
please email:                                                 

martin@newstorytheatre company.co.uk

At The heart of the New Story 
Theatre Company is storytelling 

through theatre and provides 
space for creativity and 






