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Wednesday 21st 
January                    

Parent Drop in 
Session Years 1-6

Friday 30th  
January                    

NSPCC Maths Day
Whole School 

Friday 13th 
Spanish Day

Whole School

Friday 13th 
February                        

End of Term 3

Monday 23rd 
February 

Term 4 Begins

 

Can you please                  
take the time to read 
our January online  
safety newsletter.                  

It contains important 
and helpful 

information to keep 
your children safe 

online 
Online Safety 

Newsletter

Spanish Day 
Friday 13th February 

For full details please use this link 

Whole school 
Number Day in 
support of the 

NSPCC                   
Friday 30th 

January you will 
find full details via 

this link   

The official school presence on  
‘X’ (Twitter) has now ended 

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1399&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1399&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1399&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1409&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1410&type=pdf


A huge congratulation to all the members of Year 3 and 4, who represented 
the school at the School Games Basketball competition for Year 3 and 4. 

The competition started off with a few losses against some tough 
competition, but they managed to pull it back with some fantastic 

teamwork and finished the competition in first place.                                                                   
Well done, we are all very proud of you. 





Congratulations to these children for being elected as their class Eco-Warriors. They will be representing the school at                                                              
various times supporting the school’s Sustainability Plan. This will include making a promo video, being good role models for                              
the rest of the school and delivering assemblies.  This week the Key Stage 2 Eco-Warriors were very confident and passionate                                                                                    
when delivering their first assembly ahead of Eco Day.  Watch out for more Eco-Warrioring in the future.

Go Eco-Warriors!!!



The children have 
settled back into 
class really well. 

They have enjoyed 
their learning in 

Continuous 
Provision involving 
trying to rescue the 
polar bears from the 
ice, retelling stories 

through role play 
and enjoying time 
with their friends. 



During Maths, 
we have been 
learning about 

zero and 
numbers                       

to 5.

In English,                             
we have been                         

using adjectives to 
describe the different 

characters in the 
stories. 



We had so much fun with this activity!                        
The children mixed together some bicarbonate of 
soda, food colouring and washing up liquid to see 

a chemical reaction for their potions.

The children used homemade bubble                         
mixture to make their own art pieces,                    

inspired by Jiří Georg Dokoupil. 



The children finished 
last term with their 
fabulous show. We 
were very proud of 

each and every child 
for their acting and 

singing.  Thank you to 
the parents/carers for 

providing their 
fabulous costumes. 
Year 1 were able to 

celebrate their 
Superclass with hot 
chocolate, cookies                              

and a movie.                                     
As well as some 

dancing.                                      
They had lots of fun!

The children have 
returned to school full of 
enthusiasm and keen to 
learn. So far in science, 

the children have started 
to learn about different 

materials and what                           
a material is.



This term in Year two, our learning is centered around 
animals. We have been writing fact files about animals  
that we like in our English lessons.

With Eco-day approaching, we have been looking at how 
we can encourage wildlife to visit the school. We have 
started by setting up some bird feeders on the KS1 
playground to feed the birds, and                                                           
recycling our snacktime fruit and                                                               
veg for birds and bugs to eat.

We hope to keep track of the                                                      
different animals that we see                                         
coming to our playground over the                                                        
weeks of the term. 

Port    
Lympne  

Trip

We are looking forward to our trip to Port Lympne on Wednesday 11th 
March 2026.  This will be a great experience for the children.  Thank 
you to all of you who have already completed the google form,                   
you can find all the information regarding the trip via the link below.

https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1404&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1404&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1404&type=pdf


Year 3 have started the new year well and are trying hard in class.                                                
We have started our new sequence of learning in English - writing a newspaper 

report.                                                                                                                                                         
In maths, we are finishing a unit on multiplication and division, we have been 

learning the column method with and without exchange.                                                         
In history we are learning about Ancient Greece and in science we are learning 

about rocks.                                                                                                                                        
PE this term is gymnastics and table tennis.



It’s been a busy start to Term 3 in Year 4. In English, we have been looking at writing a narrative based on The Time Machine by HG Wells, with a 
focus on correctly punctuated speech and using the dialogue to move the story forward. In Maths, we have been learning how to multiply and 

divide by 10 and 100, learning how it is not just adding or removing zeroes, as this doesn’t work with decimal numbers. The children have been 
very successful with this and we have now moved on to looking at related multiplication and decision facts, eg. 2x3 = 6 so 20x3=60. In History, we 
have started out unit on the Vikings, looking this week at where they came from, when they came and why they came to Britain. We also looked 
at two Viking leaders and how this is related to the work we did last term on the Anglo-Saxons and Alfred the Great. In Art this week we made 

printing blocks and used them to print patterns. In PE we are learning the skills needed to play table tennis, and this has been great fun! In 
Spanish this term, we are learning the vocabulary for pets and how to say if we have or do not have certain pets. Next week, we have the next 
MTC World Cup qualifiers. Please continue to encourage and remind your children to make sure that they are practising/learning their times 

tables every night, as this is incredibly important not only in the day to day maths we are doing, but also for them to be successful in the 
Multiplication Tables Check later this year.





Year 5 have made a great start to term 3, the children have been busy starting a range of new topics.  In English, the children have been writing 
travel brochures about a country of their choice in Eastern Europe (linked to our geography) , researching  famous landmarks, holiday hotspots 

and what delicious cuisine you would be able to sample. In geography, we have used the atlas and google earth to locate a range of famous 
physical and human features in Eastern Europe. In maths, the children have been working exceptionally hard on multiplication. They have all 

shown great resilience and perseverance when they have found the task tricky, which I am very proud of them all for. In PE this term our sports 
are table tennis and gymnastics. In table tennis, the children have learned soft hand, backhand and rallying. In gymnastic, they have been 

working on movements and shapes, creating routines using a range of movements and shapes. We also had our first careers lesson of the term, 
looking at the job of an MP. The children discovered that it wasn’t an easy job, and that you would need a range of essential skills such as being 

able to manage conflict, take responsibility, be calm under pressure and be clear when speaking and writing. 



Year 6 have had a busy start to the new term. 
In English, we finished writing our formal letters of complaint about ‘The Great Stink’, linking 

our learning to the Victorians work we completed in History. 
We have now started a new sequence of writing which is a descriptive narrative named 

‘Sanctuary in the Snow’. So far, we have looked at the features of a high quality example text 
and also created a bank of sophisticated language that we can use in our final writing piece. 
In Maths, we have completed some work on position and direction. So far, we have recapped 

plotting and reading on a coordinate grid and also, translations. 
This week, we have carried out some practice SATs papers which will enable us to be 

prepared for our SATs tests in May and also, give us some great opportunities for revision. 
In Geography this term, we are focusing on rivers. We have looked at the water cycle so far 

and will soon be looking at the formation of rivers, dams and hydroelectric power! 

Researching 
in                   

Science 

Practising 
our skills                
in table 
tennis.  



Happy New Year - This term we will be 
looking at chemical changes to make 

eruptions. This week the club has looked at 
how mixing some everyday items such as, 
white vinegar, baking soda and water can 

cause eruptions. Over the next few weeks, the 
club will be building structures with an 

eruption element to it.They have started to 
plan them and  I am sure they will be 

explosive. Be sure to check out the next 
Newsletter to see how they got on.



W/E 19.12
Winning Class 

1st Year 6
2nd Year 4
3rd Year 2

W/E 19.12

All of Year R!, Emilia of Year 5

W/E 09.01

Chace & Pixie Belle of Year 4, Samuel Yanis of Year 6, Kaspa, 
Amari, Louie, Belle, Lillie, Aria, Florence, Nellie, Oliver, Willow, 

Cara, Jaxon, James, Willow, Vinnie, Khenrab, Mazie, Leo, Melissa, 
Evie, Ikyro, Piper & Jeremias, Joshua, Harper, Ava, Rosie                             

& Eden of Year 2

W/E 16.01

Rajan, Martin & Delphine of Year 6

W/E 19.12
Most Valuable Player 

1st Tyler G - Y4
2nd Khenrab - Y2 

3rd Rajan  - Y6

W/E 19.12
Samuel Y, Samuel L & Matilda of Year 6, 

Charlie & Olivia of Year 3, George, Charlie, Henry, Saskia, Sienna, Jack 
L & Harry of Year 5, Elodie & Jason of Year R, Albert, William, Harry, 

Leyla & Tris of Year 1

W/E 09.01
Niamh, Jonas Year R, Tris, Sophia, Leyla, Clark, Kayla, WIlliam, Adrian, 

Albert Year 1, Cara, Ava Year 3, Daisy Year 3, Freya Year 4, Jack L, 
Charlie, Lyla, Harry, Sienna Year 5, Matilda Year 6

W/E 16.01
 Matilda of Year 6, Jack L, Charlie, Harry, Saskia & Sienna of Year 5, 
Freya, Sophie, Raelie, Leo H, Aria, Ronnie & Felix of Year 4, Niamh & 

Jonas of Year R

W/E 09.01
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 3
3rd Year 5

W/E 09.01
Most Valuable Player 

1st Khenyang - Y4
2nd Tyler G - Y4
3rd Keira - Y5

W/E 16.01
Winning Class 

1st Year 3
2nd Year 4
3rd Year 5

W/E 06.01
Most Valuable Player 

1st Ellie - Y3
2nd Khenyang - Y4

3rd Jaxon  - Y3

W/E 09.01

Louie, JJ, Jacob F, Carter, Belle, Ava, Charlie, Jaxon, Milan, 
Neda, Archie & Oscar of Year 3 W/E 09.01

Khenrab of Year 2

W/E 09.01
Kayla, Harry Year 1, Jaxon, Leo Year 2, Eliza, Neda, Jaxon Year 3, 

Tyler Year 4, George Year 5, Samuel Yanis Year 6

W/E 16.01
Jacob, Seren, Aubany, Lennon, Archie & Arlo of Year 3, George of 

Year 5, Khenyang & Tyler of Year 4



                                          

Week Ending 19.12

Year R
Rosie for Respect,                                             

Joshua & George for Independence 
Year 1

Noah, Frankie & Cruze for Independence 
Year 2

Ava for Independence, Rosie for 
Perseverance & Mazie for Respect 

Year 3
Daisy & Lennon for Respect,                                             

Aubany for Perseverance 
Year 4

Bobby, Aria & Emilia for Respect 
Year 5

Stanley for Perseverance,                                 
Sujaan & Saskia for Respect 

Year 6
Ruby WN, Matilda & Samuel L for Respect 

Week Ending 09.01

Year R
Ava for Independence, Liberty for Respect & 

Charlie for Perseverance  
Year 1

Clark for Independence,                               
Chantelle & Harry for Perseverance 

Year 2
Eden for Self Reflection, James for Respect 

& Evie for Independence 
Year 3

Adriana for Self Reflection, Jaxon for 
Independence & Jacob F for Perseverance 

Year 4
Zachary, Sophie & Chace for Independence 

Year 5
Alf for Respect, Darcey & Lyla for 

Perseverance 
Year 6

Katelyn for Self Reflection, Oliver F for 
Perseverance & Samuel Yanis for 

Independence 

Week Ending 16.01

Year R
Maeve for Perseverance, Max & Josephine for 

Self Reflection
Year 1

Albert for Self Reflection, Adrik for                         
Respect & William for Perseverance 

Year 2
Belle for Independence, Willow E for                              
Self Reflection & Vinnie for Respect 

Year 3
Annalise for Respect, Benjamin for 

Independence & Charlie for Self Reflection 
Year 4

Devan for Respect, Tyler for Perseverance                   
& Henry for Independence 

Year 5
Elliott & Harry for Perseverance,                               

Keira for Respect 
Year 6

Otis & Martin for Independence, Kai for                    
Self Reflection 

At The heart of the New Story Theatre Company is 
storytelling through theatre and provides space for 

creativity and collaboration.  Children are involved in the 
writing and performing an original production, including 

prop making,                                                                                 
costume design and set design. They are also involved in 

making decisions on staging, lighting, visuals effects, 
soundtracks. The project culminates in a performance for 

parents later in the school year.

New Story Theatre Company meets every Tuesday in the 
school from 3.15pm until 4.45pm.  For further information, 

please email:martin@newstorytheatre company.co.uk




