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Friday 20th March 2026

Tuesday 24th March
Y1-6 Parent Drop-ins

Wednesday 
1st April 
Year R 

Hearing & Vision

Thursday 2nd April 
End of Term 4

Monday 20th April
Term 5 Begins 

Monday 11th May - 
Thursday 14th May

KS2 SATs (Y6)

Friday 22nd May          
End of Term 5

Monday 1st June
Term 6 Begins 

Monday 1st June - 
Friday 12th June

Y4 MTC

Monday 8th June - 
Friday 12th June

Y1 Phonics 
Screening

Thursday 11th June
School Photographer                

Class Photos

 

The official school presence on  
‘X’ (Twitter) has now ended 

Tuesday                                              
24th  March

Parent Drop-ins

CANCELLED

A big congratulations to 
Harper of Year 2 who was                
a mascot this week at the 
Tottenham v Atlético Madrid 
Champions League match.  
Harper’s family are 
incredibly proud of him as 
are we.  
A big well done Harper from 
all of us at Istead Rise 
Primary!



Year 3 embraced the theme of curiosity 
during science week.  They had great fun 

exploring the Wonderdome as well as 
exploring what’s the best design for a 

paper aeroplane? We had a few 
aeroplane races to establish which one 
went the furthest. Well done Arlo! Who 
won this category.  We also designed a 
rocket to see which one would go to the 
highest.  Well done Ellie! who won this 

category.

In class Year 5 were 
asked the question, ‘ 
What sort of vehicle 
would be best on the 

moon?’,  the task  was 
to design a rover 

suitable to explore the 
moon, they came up 

with some fantastic, well 
thought out designs 

after learning a bit more 
about what we already 
know about the moon.



During Science Week Year 5 took part in a range of activities. On Monday they took a 
trip through space in the Wonder Dome, learning more about the planets, missions to 

space, future missions and the Mars Rovers. 
Teamwork was the next challenge, thinking about the question, ‘What does good 

teamwork look like?’,  where they had to draw a picture as a team but with no talking 
and everyone in the group had to have hold of the pencil. 

Our final Science Week task was to design the best paper aeroplane that would travel 
the farthest, this activity was a great hit and they all enjoyed trying to adapt their plane 

to make it the winner.



This week we were lucky enough to have the 
Wonderdome in school. Reception class had a space 
experience where  we got to sit under the stars, learn 
about the moon and the first astronauts on the moon.        

We also learnt all about upcoming space events that are 
due to happen. The wonderdome sparked some 

interesting questions, allowing Reception to consider real 
scientific ideas!

Year R had so much fun being real scientists 
this week,  conducting our own experiments.. 

First we created a time capsule identifying 
our hand size, our height, our favourite things 
and our writing. These will be opened in Year 
1, where we can see how much we grew in a 

year. Then we created our own filtering 
systems, looking at how we can make dirty 

water clean. The children were great 
scientists and managed to clean the water!

As part of                       
Science Week, Year 4                            

learnt about chromatography 
and investigated who had 

written an unkind note about 
Dave the Llama by testing the 
ink used in different pens. It 

turned out to be Sonic!



Year 1 were curious about how birds build their nests, how all the 
materials stay together and  how the baby birds stay dry and safe.  We 

spent the afternoon pretending we had a beak by using a peg to pick up 
the materials and put them together. Some children found this quite 

tricky. The activity raised lots of questions and curiosity. 

Year 2 turned into "Science Detectives" this week to uncover the secret life of germs! To make the invisible 
visible, we coated our hands in sparkly glitter.  After just two minutes of playing on the playground, we were 

amazed to see how the "germs" jumped from person to person and onto all the equipment.  We quickly learned 
that the best way to stop the spread is a thorough scrub with soap and warm water. It was a messy, sparkling, 

and eye-opening lesson for everyone!      



We have been continuing to practice our writing skills, 
looking at different images and creating our own 

sentences. The children are working so hard, using 
their phonics to spell out words! 

Well done Reception!

We continued                   
our science week                         

by exploring about                    
the role of a vet.                               

We looked at what          
makes them                 

scientists and the                        
ways in which they                  

help us, in the community

We are 
scientists  
every day! 

Look at  
all the 

scientific 
exploring 
we have 

been 
doing in 

provision!



We were very excited 
to have the firefighters 

come into school to 
talk about fire safety, 

the equipment they use 
and the role they play 

in the community. 
Sadly it was cut short 
due to the firefighters 

being called to an 
emergency, but we got 
to see first hand how 
they get ready for an 
emergency and the 

sirens in action! 

In continuous 
provision we have 

continued to explore 
role playing 

firefighters and 
retelling the story of 

Firefighter Frank. 



Art has been lots of fun 
this term the children 
have been learning their 
primary and secondary 
colours through mixing.

Year 1 have had a fantastic time learning 
about the game of hockey. They have                      

learnt how to dribble and keep control of                     
the ball, they have learnt to pass the ball 

safely to their teammates.



Year 2 had an amazing time on our recent trip to Port Lympne Safari Park! It was a day filled with excitement as we explored the vast grounds 
and spotted some of the world's most incredible creatures.

From the towering giraffes to the majestic lions, the children were thrilled to see these animals up close. We learned so much about wildlife 
conservation while making wonderful memories together. It was truly an unforgettable adventure that brought our science lessons to life!



What a busy time it has been (once again!) in Year 4.  In English we are now writing a guide to dragons, to 
improve on the book Hiccup has in How to Train Your Dragon, focusing on conjunctions and using a 

concise, formal style. In Maths we have continued with our work on fractions, learning about equivalent 
fractions and also adding fractions with a common denominator. In Science last week we learnt about the 

digestive system, following through the steps of digestion. It was pretty disgusting! 

As part of Science Week,                      
we also learnt about 

chromatography and investigated 
who had written an unkind note 
about Dave the Llama by testing 
the ink used in different pens. It 
turned out to be Sonic! In RE we 

learnt about the different 
pilgrimage sites in Buddhism, while 

in Geography we have looked at 
the origins of place names to find 

out if they were originally settled by 
the Romans, Anglo-Saxons or 

Vikings and this week we looked at 
land use by comparing three 

different places in the UK and then 
applied this to the local area of the 

school.



Year 5 have had another 
busy couple of weeks. 
We had an absolutely 
fantastic day, when 

Portals to the Past came 
for our Ancient Egyptian 
workshop. We had the 

opportunity to take part 
in a range of activities 
including Hounds and 

Jackals, Hieroglyphs and 
Cubits, we took part in a 
quiz using the quiz board 

and learned so much 
about life back in Ancient 
Egypt and we retold the 

story of Cleopatra. During 
our afternoon session we 

were lucky enough to 
meet Pharaoh  

Alfieankhamum and 
mummify his body after 
his tragic death (Alf you 

were a great pharaoh), we 
then finished the day with 
a hunting game, learning 

about the animals that 
were hunted and testing 

our aim. 

  



In PE Coach Robbie has                     
been teaching us the types                       

of throws to use during                  
handball and how to use these 
accurately.  In cricket we have 
been learning how to bowl and 
to bat, trying to master these                                    

skills before we put them                          
into a game situation.

Year 3 have continued to work hard.  They finished writing about                 
the chocolate factory from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. This 

week we started a new sequence of learning, writing a character 
description.  In maths we are learning about mass and capacity and 

have been exploring grams (g) and kilograms (kg).  Science we 
investigated the properties of mirrors and reflections.  We 

understood that images and actions in mirrors are reversed and that 
a reflection can reflect on itself back and forth. History we learned 

about important buildings in Rome.



Year 6 have been very busy recently! 
We had a great time making and testing 
paper aeroplanes for Science week last 
week! We used different sizes of paper 
and tested how different designs and 

sizes impacted the speed when 
launched! 

In Maths we have been focusing on our 
arithmetic revision. We have also learnt 
how to classify different angles and use 

a protractor to measure angles. 
Next, we are going to learn how to 

convert different units of measurement. 

In English, we have started a new 
sequence of learning. We are writing a 

short story based on a mysterious door 
that our characters find at the end of a 
garden! So far, we have sourced high 

level descriptive vocabulary and looked 
at the features that we need to include in 

our stories.       
Next, we will be writing dialogue for                     

our characters. 



  

W/E 20.03

Kai of Year 6

W/E 13.03
Samuel L of Year 6, Henry of Year 4, Max of Year 1, Evelyn, Nevaeh, Samuel, Amaia & 
Elliott of Year 5

W/E 20.03
Samuel & Elliott of Year 5, Max of Year 1

W/E 13.03
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 3
3rd Year 5

W/E 13.03
Most Valuable Player 

1st Khenyang - Y4
2nd Frank - Y3
3rd Devan - Y4

W/E 20.03
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 5
3rd Year 3

W/E 20.03
Most Valuable Player 

1st Devan - Y4
2nd Tyler G - Y4
3rd Bradley - Y5

W/E 13.03
Matilda of Year 6, Albert, William, Kayla, Clark & Tris of 
Year 1, Niamh of Year R, Khenyang & Sophie of Year 4, 
Jack L, Saskia & Sienna of Year 5, Olivia of Year 3
      
W/E 20.03
Jack L, Saskia & Sienna of Year 5, Khenyang & Sophie 
of Year 4, Niamh of Year R, William, Kayla, Clark, Leyla 
& Tris of Year 1, Matilda of Year 6

W/E 13.03
Adrik, Leyla & Sophia of Year 1, Raelie, Leo H & Aria of Year 4, Lyla, Harry                                                    
& Henry of Year 5

W/E 20.03
Lyla & Henry of Year 5, Raelie of Year 4, Elodie & Jonas of Year R, Adrik & Sophia of Year 1

W/E 20.03

Louie, Ava, JJ & Neda of Year 3

W/E 13.03
Harry of Year 1,                            
Tyler of Year 4,                                            
& George of Year 5

W/E 20.03
George of Year 5,                       
Tyler of Year 4                                               
& Harry of Year 1
      

W/E 20.03

Ronnie, George, Austin, Leiana, Ava, Finley, 
Isabella, Liberty, Niamh, Josh, Emilia, Patrick, 

Jack, Kevin, Inara, Isla, Ivy, Charlie, Olivia, 
Max & Jonas



                                          

Week Ending 13.03

Year R
Finley & Jack for 
Independence,                                  

Elodie for Respect 
Year 1

Albert & George B for 
Respect,                                             

Noah for Perseverance 
Year 2

Aria for Independence, James 
for Self Reflection                                 

& Melissa for Perseverance
Year 3

Eliza & Aubany for Respect 
Year 4

Pixie Belle & Ollie for Respect,                                                
Iyla for Perseverance 

Year 5
Sujaan & Amaia for 

Perseverance,                                           
Saskia for Self Reflection 

Year 6
Louie for Self Reflection, Abril 

for Independence                                      
& Elvie Rose for Perseverance  

Week Ending 20.03

Year R
Jonas for Perseverance, Maeve 

for Self Reflection                                                       
& Kevin for Independence 

Year 1
Finley & Leyla for 

Perseverance, Kayla for 
Respect
Year 2

Willow E for Respect, Willow H 
for Perseverance                                                     

& Rosie for Independence  
Year 3

Adriana & Lennon for 
Independence, Benjamin for 

Self Reflection  
Year 4

Samantha for Perseverance, 
Darcy & Annabelle for 

Independence 
Year 5

Ella & Stanley for Respect,                              
Alf for Self Reflection

Year 6
Otis, Louie & Lucas for 

Respect 






