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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 1st May 2026

Monday 4th May                      
Bank Holiday  School Closed

Thursday 7th May
Y1-6 Parent Drop-ins - 

3:15-3:45 

Monday 11th May -                      
Thursday 14th May

KS2 SATs (Y6) - 8:00am

Thursday 21st May
Y3 trip Paddington the Musical

Friday 22nd May                         
End of Term 5

Monday 1st June
Term 6 Begins 

Monday 1st June -                     
Friday 12th June

Y4 MTC

Monday 8th June -                            
Friday 12th June

Y1 Phonics Screening

Thursday 11th June
School Photographer                       

Class Photos

Tuesday 16th June 
Sports Day 

KS1 - 9.10am 
KS2 - 1.15pm

 

Please use the link below to take you to a 
copy of April’s Online Safety Newsletter.                                                                                   

Online Safety Newsletter April 26                            

We would also encourage you to take a look 
at this presentation regarding keeping your 

child safe while online gaming.                                                                              

Online Gaming                                                                                   
Keeping Your Child Safe

Please remember to       
book your child’s school 

dinner via Parent Pay 
everyday and cancel               
any meals if you are 
providing them with                     

a packed lunch.
                                 

School Dinner Menu

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1437&type=pdf
https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Online-Gaming.mp4
https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Online-Gaming.mp4
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1441&type=pdf


Holidays during Term-Time 

Absence of 5 days or more, may result in a holiday penalty fine which 
is issued by Kent Local Authority. A Penalty Notice fine is issued to 
each parent for each child taken out of school. The fine is £80 which 

increases to £160 if not paid within the first 21 days. If the Penalty 
Notice remains unpaid this will result in further legal interventions. 

Istead Rise Primary Attendance                          
&  Punctuality Policy 

Please see the school’s Attendance Policy 
for further details via this link

https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf


On Saturday 25th April, twenty-five of our fantastic pupils took part in the 
41st edition of the London Mini Marathon, completing a one-mile course 
up Birdcage Walk to a spectacular finish on the Mall. The children 
performed amazingly well and made all the staff exceptionally proud!

A huge thank you goes to Mrs Ridley, Mrs Piner, Miss Waters and Miss 
Man for running alongside the children, and to Mrs Clark for her tireless 
support and cheering from the sidelines. We also extend our gratitude to 
all the parents who ran and supported the event—thank you so much.

Special recognition goes to William in Year 5, who was the school’s first 
finisher with an impressive time of just over 8 minutes. Finally, a massive 
well done and thank you to everyone who raised money for charity, and a 
special shout-out to Ronnie in Year 4 for his fundraising efforts for the 
school.

Well done to everyone!                                                                                                                   
Mrs Brown











The Colosseum Dental team, from Gravesend, were kind enough to visit us and talk about how to care for our teeth. They gave us a talk, 
demonstrations and competitions. Year 2 even flossed their teeth. We each left with a goody bag filled with toothpaste, tooth brushes and a 2 

minute timer to help us. Dental hygiene is extremely important. Colosseum Dental practice still have NHS dentist places available, offering 
weekend appointments and a half term special event. 



This term, in Reception, we will be exploring the topic of Minibeasts. We are going to be exploring and 
investigating, becoming experts in minibeast knowledge and in being bug hunters. The children have 

loved this topic so far and have engaged really well across all areas. 

We have some very special visitors                   
in our classroom - Caterpillars!                       

We are using our observational skills 
to watch what happens over time. 

In week 1                                                                        
our focus story was                        

‘The very Hungry 
Caterpillar’. We worked 

collaboratively to sequence 
the story.  The children have 

gained fantastic skills in 
listening to each other's 

opinions and ideas. 

This week                                
our story of the 

week is ‘The Very 
Busy Spider’.                    

We are very excited 
to be learning new 

facts about   
spiders!

Our writing skills 
have developed 
so much and we 
are now able to 
independently 
write simple 
sentences. 



The children have thoroughly enjoyed our new bug hunting 
resources and have spent lots of time looking for insects.                            

We have learnt how to look for them kindly, and how to use the 
resources carefully when handling them. 

In art we                                                   
have been looking at                                

and exploring abstract art.                           
This week we went BIG after 
looking at Jackson Pollock,                     
and how he splashes, flicks                    
and drizzles paint on large 

canvases. The children                          
LOVED creating their                                

own version!



There is something truly magical for Year 1 students about seeing a tiny, hard seed transform into a towering sunflower that might eventually grow 
taller than they are.The children recently planted sunflower seeds, carefully providing water and sunlight daily. They are eagerly monitoring 

progress, with weekly measurements planned to track growth. It’s a blooming brilliant start to their exciting new scientific journey! 

The children have also been exploring the school grounds, the children are becoming ‘plant detectives’, learning the difference between wild 
plants (those that grow on their own, like dandelions or daisies) and garden plants (those we choose to plant and look after).



It’s been an action-packed week for Year 2! Taking full advantage of the beautiful sunshine, our young artists 
headed outside to sharpen their observational sketching skills. Surrounded by nature, the children practiced 
capturing the fine details of leaves and flowers, showing wonderful progress in their shading and line work.

The discovery continued in Science, where our budding zoologists explored the natural world. Students 
worked together to categorise and sort animals into their correct habitats. From the sandy deserts to the deep 

blue oceans, they demonstrated a fantastic understanding of how different creatures adapt to their homes.

Well done to all of Year 2 for such a creative and enthusiastic week of learning!



The children have made a fantastic start to the term.  In English we are writing an explanation text 
about chocolate, learning all about the processes.  In Maths we finished our unit on fractions and 

have started learning about money adding and subtracting as well as giving change.  In Geography 
we are learning about the rainforest and have been looking in atlases to identify the equator and 

tropics.  In Science we have started our topic of plants and are looking after a number of different 
varieties. We focused our attention on what the different parts of the plant looked like and potted 

some plants outside our classroom.



It’s been a busy start to Term 5. 
In English this term, we have been working on writing  a narrative about a town being attacked by gigantic insects! We have focused 

on the use of fronted adverbials and the use of figurative language (similes, metaphors and personification).                                                                                        
The children have really enjoyed this unit!

In Maths we have continued working with decimals, learning how to make 1 whole.
In Science we have been learning about classification and the different groups that living things can be put into.                                                                            

In RE we have started learning about pilgrimage in Islam, while 
in Spanish we are learning the names of food and drink so that we will be order at a cafe and we are learning the song                     

‘Blackbird’ by The Beatles in music.





Year 5 have made a fantastic start to Term 5. In 
English, the children have been honing their 
persuasive writing skills by crafting formal 
letters to football star Harry Kane, inviting him to 
support our school team. Meanwhile, in Maths, 
we have been tackling the complexities of 
measurement. The pupils have been working 
hard to master calculating the perimeter and area 
of rectangles, as well as applying these skills to 
more challenging compound shapes.In DT, we 
have begun a mouth-watering project on 
Spaghetti Bolognese, investigating where our 
ingredients come from and analysing their 
nutritional value in preparation for our own 
cooking session later this year. Our scientific 
inquiries have taken us into the world of Forces, 
starting with the invisible power of gravity. The 
children learned about its discovery and 
conducted an experiment to prove that gravity 
acts as a pulling force, constantly drawing us 
toward the centre of the Earth. 

to source high level, descriptive vocabulary 
which makes their writing interesting and 
enjoyable to read. They also came up with a 
great range of sentence starters too.

In Maths, we recapped how to use a conversion 
graph for measurements and have been 
practicing our arithmetic work daily. 

SATs are fast approaching. They start w/c 11th 
May. Any revision/ practice work that can be 
completed at home will be greatly beneficial to 
all pupils. Thank you for your support with this. 

Year 6 have been                 
very busy in English.                   
We have been writing a 
description based on a 
fun scene from the film 
Monsters Inc!                                  
Year 6 worked really hard 

Reminder
School PE kits must                     
be worn on PE days, 

tracksuits are not part of 
school uniform. 

Planners should be signed 
regularly and updated with 
work completed at home. 

Ties should be worn                   
every day. 



To wrap up an action-packed Term 4, our students jumped into a high-energy skipping workshop that kept everyone on their toes! Throughout the 
session, the children explored a diverse range of techniques, starting with the Basic Jump and progressing to more demanding moves like Double 
Unders, Criss-Cross, Side Swings, and High Knees. It was wonderful to see the children having such a fantastic time as they stepped out of their 

comfort zones and challenged themselves to master these new skills.







  

W/E 24.04
Lillie of Year 2

W/E 24.04
Elliott of Year 5

W/E 01.05
Florence of Year 2 & Felix of Year 4

W/E 01.05
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 3
3rd Year 5

W/E 01.05
Most Valuable Player 

1st Jaxon - Y3
2nd Frank - Y3
3rd Tyler - Y4

W/E 24.04
Lyla & Sienna of Year 5 & Sophie & Leo H of Year 4
      
W/E 01.05
Oliver of Year 2, Elena, Charlie & Olivia of Year 3, 
Henry & Saskia of Year 5, Leo H & Freya of Year 4

W/E 24.04
Samuel of Year 5 & Freya of Year 4

W/E 01.05
Oscar & Jacob T of Year 3, Elliott & Samuel of Year 5, Aria of Year 4

W/E 24.04
Carter & Annalise of Year 3

W/E 24.04
Frank, Ellie, Rei & Neda of Year 3, 
Tyler & Sophie of Year 4

W/E 01.05
Cara & Jaxon of Year 2, Adriana, 
Archie, Frank, Ellie, Rei, Jacob F, 
Lennon, Neda, Jaxon & Aubany 
of Year 3, Sienna of Year 5                      
& Sophie of Year 4
      

W/E 24.04
Oliver of Year 2

W/E 24.04
Frank, Adriana & Rei of Year 3

W/E 24.04
Cara & Leo of Year 2

W/E 24.04
Eliza of Year 3 & George of Year 5

W/E 01.05
Leo of Year 2, Eliza of Year 3,                  
George of Year 5 & Tyler of Year 4



                                          

Week Ending 24.04

Year R
Isabella for Self Reflection                    

& Ronnie B for Independence 
Year 1

Lyla for Independence,                    
Oscar & Tris for Respect 

Year 2
Piper for Respect,                             

Vinnie for Perseverance                                                   
& Florence for Self Reflection

Year 3
Carter for Self Reflection,                        

Ava for Respect                                         
& Valerie for Independence 

Year 4
Freya & Chace for 

Perseverance,                                     
Ronnie for Independence 

Year 5
Rosie & Bradley for Respect, 

Amaia for Perseverance  
Year 6

Arabella & Samuel Yanis for 
Self Reflection,                                 

Esme for Respect 

Week Ending 01.05

Year R
George B for Respect                                

& Ivy for Self Reflection  
Year 1

Cruze & Adrik for Perseverance, 
Jessie & Freddie                                      

for Self Reflection 
Year 2

Mia & Mazie for Independence, 
Ava & Joshua for Self Reflection 

Year 3
Jacob F for Respect,                            

Belle for Independence                                             
& Archie for Self Reflection 

Year 4
Theo B & Theo H for                               

Self Reflection,                                     
Rajan for Independence 

Year 5
Whole Class Respect 

Year 6
Samuel L, Freddie                                          

& Matilda for Independence 








