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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 22nd May 2026

Friday 22nd May                         
End of Term 5

Monday 1st June
Term 6 Begins 

Monday 1st June -                     
Friday 12th June

Y4 MTC

Monday 8th June -                            
Friday 12th June

Y1 Phonics Screening

Thursday 11th June
School Photographer                       

Class Photos

Tuesday 16th June 
Sports Day 

KS1 - 9.10am 
KS2 - 1.15pm

Wednesday 17th June
New Year R                           

Welcome Meeting 

Monday 22nd-26th June 
Year 6 PGL

Thursday 9th July
12:30: 60th Anniversary 

picnic

Friday 10th July
Ellenor colour run

 

Istead Colts U7 Blues and Istead Colts U7 Reds made it 
into the cup final in their very first year of football: 

Ikyro , Harper, James, Kaspa & Louie from the Blues and 
Florence and Oliver from the Reds, all of Year 2.
The Blues won the cup, but it was such a huge 

achievement for both teams to get to the cup final.  
Congratulations to you from all of us at Istead Rise 

Primary.

 Mia of Year 2 recently 
competed for the 
Women's Artistic 
Squad at Meapa 

Rochester.  Mia was 
placed 2nd overall 

and won gold for her 
floor routine, against 
27 other 2019 squad 
girls from multiple 

clubs. Mia was lucky 
enough to have her 

medals handed to her 
by Olympic champion 

Max Whitlock.
This is fantastic Mia. 
A very big well done                 

from all of us at 
Istead Rise Primary!

Please use the link below to take you to a copy of June’s Online Safety Newsletter.                                                                                   

                         

We would also encourage you to take a look at this presentation regarding online 
scams and digital footprints.                                                                              

Online Safety Newsletter June 26

Online Scams & Digital Footprints

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/page/?title=June+26&pid=160
https://player.vimeo.com/video/1192583557?badge=0&amp;autopause=0&amp;player_id=0&amp;app_id=58479


During the week beginning 27th April 2026, pupils from Reception through to Year 6 took                                  
part in the in-school Mini London Marathon, completing a mile around our school grounds. 
We are incredibly proud of every single child for their outstanding effort and for being                              

such wonderful ambassadors of our school rules. From the determination shown to cross the finish line, to the 
fantastic sportsmanship in cheering each other along, you all did a brilliant job!  A huge shout-out goes to Year 5 for 
their leadership and support. Mrs. Brown was extremely grateful for your help with the Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
runs, she couldn't have done it without you.  Many thanks to FIRPS for the generous donation of  medals and 
refreshments, the perfect way to celebrate the children’s hard work and successful run!  













Holidays during Term-Time 
Absence of 5 days or more, may result in a holiday penalty fine which is 
issued by Kent Local Authority. A Penalty Notice fine is issued to each 

parent for each child taken out of school. The fine is £80 which increases 
to £160 if not paid within the first 21 days. If the Penalty Notice remains 

unpaid this will result in further legal interventions. 

Istead Rise Primary 
Attendance & Punctuality 

Policy 

Please see the school’s    
Attendance Policy for further 

details via this link

https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf


We have continued our topic of Minibeasts, 
looking in detail at more mini creatures. In 
week 3, we learnt all about ladybirds. We 
have learnt so many new and interesting 

facts and are becoming minibeast experts. 

Week 3 
Book of 

the week

With all of our new knowledge of 
Ladybirds we created our own fact 

sheet. We drew pictures and 
independently wrote our own                     

favourite facts.

In Maths we have explored 2D 
shapes in more depth. We used 
smaller shapes to make bigger 

shapes. 



Week 4 
Book of 

the week

Phonics - We are so proud of the 
children’s  progress in phonics, - 

now moving on to to 
monosyllabic words. 

Reception                                      
class explored                         

pollination by looking at                   
how ‘pollen’ travels. We ate 
cheesy puffs without licking 

our fingers and then used our 
bee puppets to travel from 
flower to flower. They were 
amazed at how much the 

‘pollen’ transferred                        
from their bees to                          

their flowers.



Acorns have 
been observing 
how caterpillars 

change over 
time. They 

observed how 
the caterpillar 
grew, how the 

cocoon 
developed and 
then how the 

beautiful 
butterflies 

hatched. We 
released them to 

be free in our 
Acorns garden. 

Acorns were very excited to plant some cress seeds. 
We learnt about what plants need to survive - light, 

air, water, nutrients and space to grow. We are going 
to be seeing how they have grown over the holidays.

This week                     
we are learning all 
about worms and 
the amazing job 

they do in helping 
prepare the soil 

for plants to grow. 

Week 5 
Book of 

the week



Last Friday, our Year 1 children  
stepped back in time for an 
immersive workshop on 
Victorian toys. After discovering 
the history behind these classic 
playthings, the children took on 
the role of toy makers 
themselves.

It was a hive of activity as they:

● Sanded down wooden 
components to a smooth 
finish.

● Decorated their creations 
with unique, personal 
designs.

● Assembled the final 
pieces using tools and 
glue with precision.

We were incredibly impressed 
by the skill and perseverance 
shown by every  child.  The 
sense of pride in the room was 
clear to see, and they should be 
very proud of the wonderful toys 
they took home!



The children had the best time in DT, learning 
and looking at all the different fruits that go 

into making a smoothie. They all had a little try 
even those that were unsure, dipping their 

finger in first ! Their favourite was the banana 
and mango. After they had finished their 

smoothies, they had the opportunity to design 
their own flavour.



Our Year 2 superstars have officially finished their SATs, and we couldn't be prouder! Throughout the week, 
the children showed incredible resilience and focus, following the test rules with great respect for others. To 
celebrate this huge milestone, we’ve been diving into some wonderful creative activities.

A highlight was our portrait project. Combining everything learned in our art lessons, we made preliminary 
sketching of a classmate, carefully adding depth through shading. Finally, they applied paint to bring their 
portraits to life. It’s been a tough few weeks full of effort. Well done Year 2!!



Another fantastic couple of weeks.                              
The children thoroughly enjoyed concluding our 

topic on money through role-play activities in 
our five class shops.  They practised paying for 
single and multiple items as well as calculating 
and giving change confidently.  We have started 
our next topic learning about time.  The children 
have explored both analogue and digital clocks 

and developed their understanding of how to tell 
the time throughout the day.  We have been 
learning about the months of the year.  The 
children will build confidence in using time 
related vocabulary and develop important 

everyday life skills.  In English, we finished our 
narrative poems all about the rainforest.  In 

Geography we concluded our learning about the 
Amazon Rainforest by exploring the impact of 
deforestation and identifying ways to save the 

Amazon Rainforest. In Science, we investigated 
what plants need for growth using tap water, 

fertiliser, orange juice and salt water.  We 
considered variables and found tap water was 

the most effective for plant growth.



In Computing, children worked together in 
small groups to plan and produce a video 
trailer for the fiction book Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory.  They cooperated well with 
one another and produced some great book 
trailers.  In D.T this term we explored how 3D 

shell structures are created from nets.  We 
investigated their use in packaging and applied 
this understanding to create original designs.  
We began by exploring 3D shapes in product 
packaging, then designed our own packaging 
for a healthy snack using a net. The children 

enjoyed making a 3D structure, decorating and 
evaluating their product.                                                                                                                                  



Our trip to see Paddington 
the Musical was fantastic 

and the adults enjoyed the 
magic just as much as the 

children!                                                            
The children were brilliantly 

behaved and represented 
our school perfectly, 
showing wonderful 

manners throughout the 
day. Thank you all for your 
support in making such a 

memorable experience 
possible for our brilliant 

class.



Another busy time in Year 4! 
In English we have been using a range of sophisticated and 
persuasive language in order to write a travel brochure to 

Llama Beach that would encourage our class llama, Dave, to 
want to visit for a short break. The children were really looking 

forward to this sequence and have drafted some amazing 
writing. 

In Maths we have been continuing with our work on decimals, 
looking at comparing, ordering and rounding decimals to the 

nearest whole number. In Science we have completed our 
work on classifying using branching diagrams and have also 
carried out a minibeast hunt in our local environment to see 

which micro-habitats we have around school. 
In Music we have continued to appraise songs by The Beatles 

and have continued to learn the song ‘Blackbird’. 
In RE, we have looked at the different stages of the Hajj and 
the children now have a better understanding of what this 

pilgrimage entails. 
We have continued our intensive work on Times Tables, and 

there is an email competition on Emile over the half-term 
break. While we wouldn’t normally set something over the 
holidays, the real MTC will be taking place in the first week 

back and so I am asking that you encourage your children to 
do some of this class challenge as it will be the last chance for 

them to practice before the real test and we don’t want them 
getting rusty over the break. Thank you for your continued 

support.



What a busy and brilliant term of 
learning it has been for Year 5! In 
English, the children have shown 

fantastic creativity and empathy by 
finishing their short stories about a 
young boy named Thomas who is 

called up to serve in the army during 
World War One. Meanwhile, in maths 

we  have been diving deep into 
statistics, mastering how to read and 
interpret data, as well as learning the 

precise skills needed to draw their 
own line graphs.

The absolute highlight of the term was 
last Friday, when we had a truly 

fantastic World War One workshop led 
by Mike from Portals to the Past. The 
day was packed with discovery as the 

children explored how and why the 
war began, identified the countries 

involved, handled a fascinating range 
of real historical artefacts, and put 
their knowledge to the test in an 

interactive quiz. Taking their learning 
outside, the children threw themselves 

into history by practicing throwing 
grenades with accuracy, exploring the 

development of gas masks (even 
experiencing some safe, simulated 

gases the soldiers would have faced), 
and tackling authentic training drills. 
We capped off an unforgettable day 

with some high-energy stretcher 
races, perfectly combining historical 
learning with teamwork and a lot of 

fun!





Year 5 Parents & Carers  you  can find all information regarding                        
the Kent & Medway tests using the links below 

Kent Test Medway Test

Well done to Year 6 who completed their SATs tests last week! This is a big     
achievement and I’m sure children are pleased that they are now out of the way. 

Year 6 had a go at still life drawing on Friday.  They chose items from around the 
classroom and practised their sketching techniques. Once they were happy with                   
their sketching techniques, they made sure they were happy with their arrangement                       
of roughly five objects and completed a lovely still life sketch. Year 6 showed great 
focus and determination to produce a detailed sketch. 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/kent-test
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1049/medway_test_11


  

W/E 22.05
Lillie of Year 2

W/E 08.05
Leo D of Year 4, Sofia of Year R                      
& Nevaeh of Year 5

W/E 15.05
Leo D of Year 4

W/E 22.05
Leo D of Year 4, Amaia                                                      
& Bradley of Year 5

W/E 08.05
Leo H of Year 4, Leyla of Year 1, Lyla, 
Henry & Harry of Year 5
      
W/E 15.05
Milan, Elena & Charlie of Year 3, Leo H, 
Aria & Freya of Year 4

W/E 22.05
Milan & Elena of Year 3, Aria of Year 4                    
& Henry of Year 5

W/E 08.05.
Elodie of Year R, Charlie, Evelyn & Elliott                           
of Year 5

W/E 15.05
Samuel of Year 5

W/E 22.05
Daisy, Jacob T & Arlo of Year 3, Felix of Year 4, 
Samuel & Elliott Year 5

W/E 22.05
Carter & Annalise of Year 3

W/E 08.05
Benjamin & Olivia of Year 3, Sophie of Year 4, 
Adrik, William, Kayla & Tris of Year 1, Niamh & 
Jonas of Year R, Sienna, Jack L                                            
& Saskia of Year 5

W/E 15.05
Adriana, Lennon, Neda, Archie, Ellie, Benjamin, 
Olivia, Frank, Rei & Jacob F of Year 3, Sophie & 
khenyang of Year 4, Cara & Jaxon of Year 2, 
Adrik, Kayla & Tris of Year 1, Sienna of Year 5

W/E 22.05
Charlie, Adriana, Benjamin, Olivia, Archie, Ellie, 
Frank, Rei & Neda of Year 3, Sophie & Leo H of 
Year 4, Sienna & Saskia of Year 5

W/E 22.05
Oliver of Year 2

W/E 08.05
Seren, Olivia, Elena, Daisy & Arlo of Year 3

W/E 22.05
Cara & Leo of Year 2

W/E 08.05
Aubany & Jaxon of Year 3, Tyler                           
of Year 4, Harry of Year 1 & George of 
Year 5

W/E 15.05
Jaxon & Aubany of Year 3, Tyler of Year 
4, Khenrab & Leo of Year 2, William & 
Harry of Year 1

W/E 22.05
Jacob F, Lennon, Jaxon & Aubany of 
Year 3, Tyler of Year 4

W/E 08.05
Devan, Rajah & Emilia of Year 4

W/E 22.05
Year 5 Whole Class 

W/E 15.05
Eliza of Year 3, George of Year 5

W/E 22.05
Eliza of Year 3, George of Year 5



                                          

Week Ending 08.05

Year R
Elodie for Self Reflection                         

& Maeve for Perseverance  
Year 1

Cruze & Adrik for 
Perseverance,                                   

Jessie for Self Reflection 
Year 2

Mia & Mazie for Independence, 
Ava for Self Reflection 

Year 3
Louie & Neda for 
Independence,                                  

Jacob T for Respect 
Year 4

Aria & Devan for Perseverance, 
Emily for Independence 

Year 5
Constance & Cruz for 

Perseverance,                                   
Henry for Self Reflection 

Year 6
Samuel L, Freddie & Matilda               

for Independence 

Week Ending 15.05

Year R
Charlie & Josie                                      

for Self Reflection,                                          
Jonas for Perseverance 

Year 1
Henry & Clark for Perseverance, 

Oscar for Self Reflection 
Year 2

Jeremias & Willow E for 
Independence,                                        

Aria for Self Reflection  
Year 3

JJ for Respect, Arlo                                 
for Independence                                             

& Ellie for Perseverance 
Year 4

Emilia & Bobby                                          
for Self Reflection,                                         

Florence for Independence 
Year 5

Whole Class Self Reflection 
Year 6

Whole Class for Perseverance 

Week Ending 22.05

Year R
Rosie & Austin for Self 

Reflection, Benji for Respect 
Year 1

Billy & Max for Self Reflection, 
William for Respect 

Year 2
Louie & Evie for Perseverance, 

Melissa for Independence 
Year 3

Aubany & Jacob T                               
for Self Reflection,                                    

Adriana for Perseverance 
Year 4

Tyler & Pixie for Self Reflection, 
Iyla for Respect  

Year 5
Elliott for Respect, Evelyn & 

Henry for Perseverance 
Year 6

Louie, Kai & Matilda for 
Perseverance 

W/E 08.05
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 3
3rd Year 5

W/E 08.05
Most Valuable Player  

Rajah of Year 4
Charlie B of Year 3

Frank of Year 3

W/E 15.05
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 3
3rd Year 5

W/E 22.05
Winning Class 

1st Year 3
2nd Year 4
3rd Year 5

W/E 15.05
Most Valuable Player  

Devan of Year 4
Jacob of Year 3
Tyler of Year 4

W/E 22.05
Most Valuable Player  

Jacob F of Year 3
Jaxon of Year 3
Tyler of Year 4










