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Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 12th June 2026

Tuesday 16th June 
Sports Day 

KS1 - 9.10am 
KS2 - 1.15pm

Wednesday 17th June
New Year R                           

Welcome Meeting 

Friday 19th June
FIRPS Father’s Day 

shop
YR Sea Life trip

Monday 22nd-26th June 
Year 6 PGL

Thursday 2nd July
Y5 Natural History 

Museum trip

Thursday 9th July
12:30pm                                 

60th Anniversary picnic

Friday 10th July
Ellenor colour run

Friday 17th July
End of Term 6

Tuesday 1st & 
Wednesday 2nd 

September INSET Days 
School Closed

Thursday 3rd 
September                          

Term 1 Begins 

 

Bobby of Year 4 & Charlie of Year 5 recently represented Little Ballers Football Academy at The Barcelona Football 
Festival.  Both boys played against some very tough and competitive teams from all different countries.  Even though 
they narrowly missed out on making it to the final of their groups, they all played extremely well.  Charlie came away with 
Player of the Tournament for his team as voted for by players and parents. What a fantastic achievement Charlie!   A big 
well done to Bobby & Charlie from all of us at Istead Rise Primary. 

Emilia of Year 4 has just completed her last 
cheerleading competition of the season. 
She competed at ‘Jamfest Europe’ at The 

Manchester Convention Centre last 
weekend. Her team ‘Frost’ did really well. 

They came fourth in their category but most 
importantly they ‘hit zero’, which means no 
point deductions. They couldn’t have been 
placed higher even if they tried harder so 

they did fantastically well.  Congratulations 
Emilia and a big well done from all of us at 

Istead Rise Primary!

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk


Holidays during Term-Time 
Absence of 5 days or more, may result in a holiday penalty fine which is 
issued by Kent Local Authority. A Penalty Notice fine is issued to each 

parent for each child taken out of school. The fine is £80 which increases 
to £160 if not paid within the first 21 days. If the Penalty Notice remains 

unpaid this will result in further legal interventions. 

Istead Rise Primary 
Attendance &                 

Punctuality Policy 

Please see                    
the school’s    

Attendance Policy 
for further details 

via this link

https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1308&type=pdf


For our final term in Reception we are going to be very busy. Our topic this term is 
exploring ‘Under the Sea’. We will be looking at different types of beaches, habitats, 
sea creatures and water safety. We will secure this knowledge at our exciting trip to 

the Sea Life Centre. 

The children have 
continued to 

explore writing 
each week using 
big paper. We are 

able to explore 
different 

sentences, and 
discuss the story 

and our ideas 
with our tables. 
Their writing is 

fantastic and we 
are extremely 
proud of them. 

In our area of Understanding of the World we completed a science 
experiment of floating and sinking in salt water and tap water. The children 

have begun to develop their foundational science skills - making predictions, 
carrying out the experiment and then evaluating. They had so much fun and 

were all shocked that salt water and tap water cause different reactions. 

English - Our first story of the term 
was ‘Sharing a Shell’. We were able to  
retell the story through role play, using 
masks and our incredible acting skills 
to act out the story. The children were 
brilliant and thoroughly enjoyed this 

activity. 

In Maths                                
we have continued                    
to explore patterns, 

looking at what a 
repeat pattern rule is. 
The children created 

their own repeat 
pattern rules. 



English: This week we have 
been looking at the story of 
‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch’. The children have 

really enjoyed this story and 
found the seagulls to be 

very cheeky. We used 
storyboards to retell the 
story, practising our turn 
taking skills and ability to 

discuss together. 

Show and Tell

We encourage children to take part in show and tell to develop their communication and language skills, as 
well as their confidence. Our Show and Tell basket is always overflowing with home learning, interesting 

facts, books, days out, favourite toys and special achievements. 

We have                          
continued to                       

explore our own 
interest in provision - 

creating, making, 
designing and engaging 
in                               role 

play. 



The children have started 
work on our ‘Eco Art 

project’. They have enjoyed 
cutting up rubbish, painting 
and filling up milk bottles to 
get the colours we needed. 

This week                              
we have started to 

practise cursive 
writing ready for our 
transition to Year 1. 
The children have 
been fantastic and 

very enthusiastic to 
learn!

We have                             
been busy                     

practising for our                  
first Sports Day event! 



This term in Art the children have 
been exploring different ways of 

using materials to create  
landscapes.They have been 

looking at Vincent Van Gogh for 
inspiration.  This week they have 

been creating their own shipwreck 
beach scene using their 

imagination and materials such as 
different textures of paper, 

plastics and sand.                                                                        
They were very proud of their 

creations!



Year 2 has dived straight into 
an exciting new Science topic: 
Plants! This term, our learning 

is moving out of the 
classroom and into the 

outdoors as we use the KS1 
garden to get some practical 

experience watching nature at 
work.

To kickstart our horticultural 
journey, the children rolled up 

their sleeves this week for 
some essential preparation.  

Working as a team, they 
cleared out old, dead plants to 

carefully dig over the soil. 
This hands-on process 

allowed us to talk about the 
importance of soil and what 

seeds and plants need to 
successfully germinate. Later 
this term, we will be planting 

fresh seeds and tracking their 
growth week by week. We 

cannot wait to see our hard 
work bloom into a thriving, 

colorful garden!



Year 3 have made a fantastic start to        
the final term.                                                          
In English we are learning about                                             
Jacques Cousteau.                                                             
In Maths we have just started our unit on 
shape and thinking about clockwise and 
anticlockwise turns.  In Science                 
we continue to focus on plants.  We                 
are observing how a bean seed grows 
and have just set up an investigation, 
the ways in which water is transported 
within plants.  
We talked about how liquid added to soil, reaches all 
parts of the plant through a tiny straw-like system inside 
the plant called the xylem.                                                         
We set up two experiments to observe changes: Celery 
experiment & carnations in different coloured water.                         
In Geography we have started our learning about the 
extreme earth and identified the earth's layers.



We ended Term 5 with a very successful visit to Dover Castle, which brought together all of our learning in History and Geography from                                    
Terms 1 - 5. 

This term we have been writing a detailed description in English based on elements from the movie Tron. In Maths we have learnt how to convert 
money and how to use the four operations with decimal notation for money. In Science we have continued our unit on habitats, looking this week at 

global habitats.   We have now completed the Official MTC Check, and all of the children really gave it their best effort - so well done!



Year 5 have made a fantastic start to Term 6! 

In English, the children have been diving into the world of 
debate by writing balanced arguments responding to the 

thought-provoking question, ‘Should Zoos be banned?’ This 
topic has really got everyone thinking deeply about their own 
beliefs and has sparked some brilliant, respectful discussions 
across the classroom. Meanwhile, we have kicked off our new 
topic on angles in maths, where the children have been busy 
classifying, estimating, and measuring various angles. Our 

outdoor learning has been just as exciting. 

In PE, we have started our Outdoor Adventurous Activities 
(OAA) lessons. These have been great fun so far, with the 
children thoroughly enjoying working as teams and using 

their problem-solving skills to locate different items around 
the grounds. 

To top it all off, we were lucky enough to take part in a brilliant 
music workshop. The children learned how to navigate the 
keyboard notes, successfully mastered playing both ‘Baby 

Shark’ and the ‘Minecraft’ theme tune, and even got creative 
by composing some of their very own tunes.

Year 5 Parents & 
Carers  you  can 

find all information 
regarding the                 

Kent & Medway 
tests using the         

links below 

Kent TestMedway Test

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/kent-test
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1049/medway_test_11


Year 6 have been busy writing recently. For this sequence in English, we focused on writing a 
description about a scene from the film ‘The Greatest Showman’. We found high level vocabulary and 
created some great sentences using figurative language. The final pieces were very well written and Year 
6 should be very proud of themselves. 

This week, we did a careers lesson focused on the job of an architect. Year 6 looked at the different 
factors architects need to consider when building a house and why these are important. They then 
worked in groups; taking on the role of the client, architect and builder. They then worked together to 
build the houses using paper. 

In PE, we did a few practice races - getting ready for sports day. We have also been focusing on OAA 
(Outdoor Adventurous Activities) which has been lots of fun. This requires a lot of teamwork and 
communication which Year 6 are learning each week. 

Planning                 
and building 

our houses in 
the careers 

lesson. 



W/E 05.06
Carter of Year 3, Constance & 
Bradley of Year 5

W/E 12.06
Amaia & Bradley of Year 5, Leo D 
Year 4 

W/E 05.06
Elena of Year 3 & Henry of Year 5
      
W/E 12.06
Seren & Milan of Year 3,                            
Freya of Year 4

W/E 05.06
Daisy & Arlo of Year 3, Elliott & Evelyn 
of Year 5

W/E 12.06
Oscar of Year 3

W/E 05.06
Charlie, Ellie, Adriana, Olivia, Benjamin & Archie of Year 
3, Sienna & Saskia for Year 5, Adrik & Tris of Year 1

W/E 12.06
Charlie, Adriana, Olivia & Benjamin of Year 4, Henry of 
Year 5, Khenyang & Leo H of Year 4

W/E 05.06
Frank, Rei, Neda, Jacob F, Lennon, Jaxon & Aubany of 
Year 3, William, Kayla, Clark & Tris of Year 1

W/E 12.06
Ellie, Archie, Frank, Rei, Lennon & Jacob F of Year 3, 
Sienna of Year 5 & Sophie of Year 4

W/E 05.06
Eliza of Year 3, George of Year 5 & Harry of Year 1

W/E 12.06
Aubany & Eliza of Year 3, George of Year 5                                                            
& Tyler of Year 4

W/E 05.06
Valerie of Year 3

W/E 05.06
Freya, Henry, Florence & 

Annabelle of Year 4

W/E 05.06
Milan, Oscar, Jaxon, 

Jacob T, Eliza, 
Charlie, Belle & 
Archie of Year 3



                                          

Week Ending 08.05

Year R
Isla for Perseverance, Niamh for Self Reflection                                              

& Maddison for Independence 
Year 1

Leyla & Sophia for Respect,                                                                      
George H for Independence 

Year 2
Jaxon for Perseverance, Oliver for Self Reflection                                          

& Lillie for Respect 
Year 3

Belle & Charlie for Respect,                                                                             
Jimmy for Perseverance  

Year 4
Zach for Self Reflection, Ashiya for Respect                                                            

& Ava for Independence   
Year 5

Samuel & Bobby for Independence, Lyla for Respect 
Year 6

Ted, Maya & Matilda for Self Reflection 

Week Ending 15.05

Year R
Finley & Ava-Rose for Independence, Sofia for Respect 

Year 1
Isabelle for Respect, Dennie for Perseverance                                               

& Dainchie for Independence 
Year 2

Willow H for Self Reflection, Vinnie for Independence                                     
& James for Perseverance 

Year 3
Frank & Rei for Self Reflection,                                                                     

Elena for Perseverance 
Year 4

Rose & Leo D for Respect, Sophie for Perseverance 
Year 5

Samuel & Cruz for Respect, Alf for Perseverance 
Year 6

Delphine, Louie & Joshua for Perseverance 

W/E 05.06
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 3
3rd Year 5

W/E 05.06
Most Valuable Player  

Tyler of Year 4
Rajah of Year 4
Devan of Year 4

W/E 12.06
Winning Class 

1st Year 4
2nd Year 3
3rd Year 2

W/E 12.06
Most Valuable Player  

Devan of Year 4
Leo D of Year 4
Tyler of Year 4








