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Friday 13th October 2023

Friday 20th October 
Show Racism                             

The Red Card - wear red 

Friday 20th October 
End of Term 1

Monday 30th October 
Term 2 Begins 

Thursday 2nd November 
School Photographer

Wednesday 8th November                                   
Flu Immunisations                            

Whole School 

Thursday 9th November 
Whole School                          

Parent Consultations

Thursday 24th November 
Year 4 Back to the Future 

Theatre Trip 

Friday 24th Novermber                 
Year 5 Leeds Castle Trip 

Tuesday 5th December    
Parent Drop In Session                 

Years 1 - 6

Thursday 14th December 
Christmas Dinner                                  

& Jumper Day 

Friday 15th December                     
End of Term 2

Dear Istead Rise Families,

I am delighted to see the amazing opportunities that our pupils continue to be offered 
as part of their daily learning. They certainly look like they are enjoying themselves.
Our youngest children in Acorns have shown how sensible and eager they are when 
completing their first ‘trip’ outside of school. I was impressed by their excellent 
behaviour too.
I would like to congratulate the children and staff in Year 4 for their fantastic 
achievement in the Emile MTC Championship. Congratulations on coming third. Keep 
up the good work!
Thank you to Miss Kite for organising the MacmIllan Coffee morning and thank you to 
everyone who was able to donate money to this worthwhile charity.
We hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter.

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable weekend.

Mrs M Clark
Deputy Headteacher

School Lunch Menu

Online
Safety 
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October 

23

A big well done to Nellie of Acorns & 
George of Sycamore who won the                  
‘Mr Nourish Birthday Card 
Competition’.  The runners                                            
up were Jaxon of Oak,                                        
Florence of Palm, Poppy of                           
Willow & Charlie of Sycamore.  

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://twitter.com/IsteadRisePS
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=704&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=761&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=761&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=761&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=761&type=pdf
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=761&type=pdf


Thank you so much for your wonderful donations of homemade and shop bought cakes for our recent 
Macmillan Coffee Morning. We raised a fantastic £520.51 for this amazing charity. We hope you enjoyed 
spending time with your children. 

The children have really enjoyed their first few weeks of Judo. They have learned out to throw their 
partners and hold them down. They even had some chance this week to have a little ‘fight’ with their 
partner with each person trying not to be thrown. The two hold downs you can see are Kesa Gatame and 
Yoko Shiho Gatame. Well done everyone!

A big well done to Ronnie of 
Palm Class who was awarded 

Man of the Match for his 
performance with the 

Meopham Colts on Sunday 1st 
October.  Fantastic Ronnie!



We are nearing the end of term 1 and what a positive start 
to the year it’s been! The Lunchtime Chill Zone is proving 
popular with KS2 children, who are enjoying a range of 
calming activities indoors as an alternative to the 
busyness and naturally noisy playground. 
Next term we hope to offer an after-school activity club 
aimed at KS1 children with SEND - watch this space! Also 
next term, Friends of The Forest sessions will be run by 
Mrs T Clark for selected children to boost self-esteem, 
social skills and peer cooperation.
SEND surgeries continue to run each week on a 
Wednesday afternoon between 2pm- 3pm. 10-minute, 
bookable appointments are available with Mrs Andreou to 
discuss anything SEND and inclusion related.

Please follow this link to 
training workshops for 

parents, carers and 
families.

Do you know about Kent’s Local Offer for SEND? 
What does it mean for you and your child?

 Click here for more info.

https://www.ifield.kent.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/27/2D801F846EBEB6CEC5939D8721DEE5B7.pdf
https://www.ifield.kent.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/27/2D801F846EBEB6CEC5939D8721DEE5B7.pdf
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs
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Concern

98%                  
Or 

Above 

0 - 3 
Days Of 
School 
Missed 

Per 
School 
Year 

96% - 
97.9%                  

4 - 8 
Days Of 
School 
Missed 

Per 
School 
Year 

90.1% - 
95.9%                  

9- 18 
Days Of 
School 
Missed 

Per 
School 
Year 

90%               
Or Less                  

19 Days 
Or 

More Of 
School 
Missed 

Per 
School 
Year 

If you need to take your child out 
of school for any reason you will 

need to complete the attached 
form, many thanks 

Withdrawal From 
Learning Form

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwyWSW9aBSL5UA3fp-gDiDVCaBkcvkSHK1QN0AUlWf-L0hPA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwyWSW9aBSL5UA3fp-gDiDVCaBkcvkSHK1QN0AUlWf-L0hPA/viewform


Maths
We have carried out lots of                                       
maths this term. We have                                    

matched, sorted and                                           
compared objects. 

Keeping Healthy 
Part of our theme ‘All about Me’ requires the children learning 
and understanding why it is important to look after ourselves. 

We have been super busy. We have looked at carrying out 
exercises and measuring our pulses, carried out belly 

breathing and tasted different, healthy foods. In continuous 
provision one of the children made dumb bells! 

Expressive Arts and Design
We went for a walk around the school grounds 
and looked at the signs of Autumn. We noticed 
that leaves had begun to fall off the trees and 

were all different shapes and colours. There were 
less flowers growing. We also noticed that some 

trees had started to lose their branches and small 
twigs had fallen off the trees too. Once we 

understood more about Autumn, we collected 
natural resources to make members of our family! 



World Space Week
What a fantastic 
week Acorn’s have 
had.  The children                                                           
have enjoyed 
celebrating 
‘Space Week’ and chose to learn about the 
planet Mars. They found out so many facts 
about the planet and learnt new vocabulary 
such as comets, craters and gravity. They 
were able to recall facts about Mars such as: 
Mars has a volcano. It is covered in red dust 
and has rocks and craters. We hope you like 
the chalk images the children made of Mars 
and their rockets!

Our local Area
We have been learning about our local area. To help the children understand all the things that are available in the community, we took them on a walk around 
Istead Rise. The children looked at the shops - including the Co-op, Post Office, Hairdresser, Pharmacy and Dentist - and talked about why it was important to 

have these facilities in Istead Rise.  We were so impressed by their behaviour! 



Reception have really settled in well to the Forest School routine. They enjoy singing their song as they walk across 
the field to enter the Forest - ‘We’re on our way to forest school, forest school, forest school. We’re on our way to 
forest school on a ‘sunny’ Thursday!’. They then walk sensibly into the Forest to start their adventure.
We started with a story called ‘squirrel me timbers’ - a story about Acorns which the class enjoyed listening to.
This week some children continued to make a habitat for an animal - something all of them loved doing last week. 
The mud kitchen was very busy with lots of forest baking happening where tasty treats were being made from mud, 
yum yum!
Some of the class showed off their balancing skills whilst walking across the ‘Rocket tree’ and others searched for 
mini-beasts. The children are very resilient and careful when handling them. 
Well done Acorns!



Over the last two weeks, the children have continued with their 
fantastic learning. They have acted out the story of the Owl Babies and 
have written a diary entry from the viewpoint of Bill, the baby owl. 
In Science, we have been learning about animals and putting them into 
groups of carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 

This term, Palm class have been learning about Sikhism for RE. They have shown great interest in it, especially Diwali which Sikhs celebrate. They learnt that during 
Diwali, Sikhs create Rangoli patterns and Palm class designed their own, then covered the KS1 playground with their beautiful designs using crayons, they loved it! 

In Science they tested out waterproof materials by throwing water balloons at Mrs Devine wearing waterproof clothes and an umbrella! Palm class were able to explain 
how and why the water dripped off the material.

The children have been using a 
program called Sketchpad to draw 
a self portrait. They had to overlay 

the shapes to ensure their faces 
looked like them.



Over 120,000 pupils from over 2,100 schools took part in this first 
MTC Cup (Multiplication Tables Check). A huge congratulations to 
Year 4 who came 3rd! An outstanding achievement for their first 

MTC competition of the year. In addition to this remarkable 
achievement, the following members of Year 4 have been given 

special recognition by Emile Education (who organise the 
competitions) for achieving the following placings: 

Samuel-Yanis - Top 20
Nihaal - Top 20
Edward - Top 50
Freddie - Top 50
Ruby W-N - Top 100
Cooper G - Top 100
Shae - Top 100
Martin - Top 100
Cooper M - Top 100
Delphine - Top 100
Katelyn - Top 100
Emilia - Top 100
Otis - Top 100

Henry Moore’s technique of ‘drawing with scissors’. We have 
completed our final piece of work in Geography for this term by 
looking at the different time zones across the world, why they are 
needed and the role of the prime meridian. It has been a really busy 
but fun first term!

Year 4 have now completed their second 
English sequence, writing a non-chronological 
report on the ‘real’ tooth fairies, and have 
worked hard on their use of conjunctions. In 
maths we have moved on from working on 
place value and are now working on addition 
and subtraction using column method, and 
where exchanging (carrying) is required. We 
have completed our unit on Forces, looking at 
the poles of a magnet and are looking forward 
to next term. In Art we have completed our 
pictures based on our initial ideas using 

This week we have been learning figurative terms in 
English for our stormy sea writing.  The children look 
forward to sharing their descriptive writing with you 
soon.  In maths we continue to explore addition and 
subtraction. The children have recently been shown 
how to add and subtract using column method. 
In science this week we concluded our work on 
forces and magnets.  The children thoroughly 
enjoyed working scientifically by playing magnetic 
games and using scientific vocabulary to explain how 
the games worked.  This term the children have 
enjoyed learning how to greet people in Spanish.  
Why not ask your son or daughter how to say hello, 
my name is, how are you feeling?  In Computing this 
week children enjoyed learning about the term packet 
data - it is the method used to transfer digital 
information over the internet.  They discovered what 
happens when the packets reach their destination. 
They are assembled back together in the correct 
order to make a complete file. 



Willow have been really busy learning lots 
of new things. In science the children 
carried out an experiment to prove that 
light travels in straight lines and they 
used mirrors, CDs, torches and coloured 
lasers to do this.

In English they have been learning how to 
write a newspaper report and spent a 
lesson interviewing each other as NASA 
engineers and scientists.

They’re also still enjoying their music 
lessons and working hard to learn how to 
play the recorder to ‘Livin’ on a Prayer’.  

This term has been a busy and hard-working one and we’re 
nearly at the end! Well done to every single one of Year 6 - you 
started the new school year with a positive, hard-working attitude 
and this continued throughout the whole term. 

In English, we have started a new learning sequence. We are                                                                                             
writing a biography about Mary Seacole. So far, Year 6 have                                                                                                           
carried out independent research and will soon be moving onto order events in                                                                
chronological order, as well as writing a catchy introduction to engage the reader. 

In Maths, we have been learning about squared and cubed numbers                                                                     
as well as continuing with our daily arithmetic sessions. 

Aspen have been really enjoying Geography this term and this week,                                                                                           
loved finding out about different landmarks in America such as                                                                  
Niagara Falls, The Grand Canyon and Angel Falls. 

During Computing, we have looked at ‘computing heroes’ and                                                                    
researched  many different people who have had an influence on the world of Computing today. 

Keep up the great work, Year 6!



. Something was cooking in the Forest this week for year 6. I was very pleased with the class for remembering the fire 
triangle and how we build a fire in the forest. Last year the children had a go at starting a small fire with cotton wool 
and the fire striker. The class used these skills to toast a marshmallow over the fire before sandwiching it between two 
chocolate biscuits to make a delicious smore. Some were more toasty than others but still just as yummy! Jack and 
Olivier continued the cooking theme when they were in the mud kitchen where they too cooked up tasty mud doughnuts. 
Congratulations year 6 for being very sensible and respectful in the forest. 





Week Ending 06.10
Acorns Class 

Willow H for Respect, Aria for Perseverance & Melissa for Independence 
Oak Class 

Valerie & Milan for Perseverance, Jacob F for Self Reflection 
Palm Class 

Pixie-Belle for Independence & Leo D for Respect
Sycamore Class

Stanley for Independence, Henry for Respect & Bradley for Self Reflection  
Cherry Class

Oliver F for Perseverance, Ruby H for Respect & Shae for Independence 
Willow Class 

Brody for Independence, Alfie for Perseverance & Mila for Respect                                                       
Aspen Class 

Cerys, Mia & Maisey for Independence 

W/E 06.10
Most Valuable Player 

1st Samuel Yanis of Cherry
2nd Martin of Cherry

3rd Charlie of Sycamore 

W/E 06.10
Winning Class

1st Cherry
2nd Sycamore

3rd Willow

Week Ending 13.06
Acorns Class 

Abel for Independence, Mya & Khenrab for Respect 
Oak Class 

Jujhar & Lennon for Independence, Ava for Perseverance 
Palm Class 

Darcy & Sophie for Independence 
Sycamore Class

Rosie for Perseverance, Alicia for Self Reflection & Dolly for Respect  
Cherry Class

Delphine for Independence, Cooper G for Self Reflection & Kai Perseverance  
 Willow Class

Jace for Perseverance, Grace for Independence & Ronak for Respect                                                               
Aspen Class 

Charlie C for Perseverance, Seth for Independence & Isaac for Self Reflection 

W/E 13.06
Most Valuable Player 
1st Edward of  Cherry

2nd Samuel Yanis of Cherry
3rd Grace of Willow 

W/E 13.06
Winning Class

1st Cherry  
2nd Sycamore

3rd Aspen


