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Friday 15th December                                       
End of Term 2

Tuesday 2nd January 
INSET Day - School Closed

Wednesday 3rd January 
Term 3 Begins

Friday 12th January 
Science Museum Trip

Years 5 & 6

Friday 26th January 
Spanish Day

Friday 9th February 
End of Term 3

Monday 19th February 
Term 4 Begins We would like to say a huge thank you to our wonderful FIRPS team for 

all their fundraising efforts this term.  This isn’t the final total but so far 
they have raised a whopping £3000!

The money has been raised from the 
following events and activities-

The Elf Workshop
The Christmas market
Christmas Card Designs
Loose Change Jars & The Raffle.

FIRPS also funded the whole school pantomime and the Christmas 
crackers for Christmas dinner day.

Thank you so much FIRPS from all of us at Istead Rise Primary 

Istead Rise Primary Celebration Newsletter 
Friday 15th December 2023

School Lunch Menu

Dear Istead Rise families,

We are immensely proud of all our pupils who have, over the past couple of weeks, shared their wonderful 
'published' stories with you at the Storytelling Exhibition, watched a pantomime and performed their own 
Christmas plays to you. Thank you for the continued support you have given your children, staff and the 
school as a whole. We have more exciting learning and events planned for Term 3 onwards.

From all staff at Istead Rise Primary School, we would like to thank you for the kind words and generous 
gifts you have shared with us over the past few days - these are greatly appreciated. 

We would like to wish you and your families a fantastic Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year. 
We look forward to welcoming you back on Wednesday 3rd January.

Best wishes,
From all the staff at Istead Rise Primary School

mailto:irpoffice@swale.at
http://www.isteadrise.org.uk
https://twitter.com/IsteadRisePS
https://www.facebook.com/Istead-Rise-Primary-School-338944126968164
https://www.isteadrise.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=824&type=pdf






Excellent 
Good

Poor Cause For 
Concern

98%                  
Or 

Above 

0 - 3 
Days Of 
School 
Missed 

Per 
School 
Year 

96% - 
97.9%                  

4 - 8 
Days Of 
School 
Missed 

Per 
School 
Year 

90.1% - 
95.9%                  

9- 18 Days 
Of School 

Missed 
Per 

School 
Year 

90%               
Or Less                  

19 Days 
Or More 

Of 
School 
Missed 

Per 
School 
Year 

TERM 3  

INSET Day: Tuesday 2nd January 2024 
School Closed
Start: Wednesday 3rd January 2024
Finish: Friday 9th February 2024
Break:  Saturday 10th February – 
Sunday 18th February 2024

TERM 4    

Start: Monday 19th February 2024
Finish: Thursday 28th March 2024
Break: Friday 29th March – Sunday 14th April 2024

TERM 5    

Start: Monday 15th April 2024
Finish: Friday 24th May 2024
Bank Holiday – Monday 6th May – School Closed
Break: Saturday 25th May – Sunday 2nd June 2024

TERM 6    

Start: Monday 3rd June 2024
Finish: Friday 19th July 2024
INSET Days: Monday 22nd & Tuesday 23rd July 2024 
School Closed
Break begins: Wednesday 24th July 2024



Elf Workshop
A very big ‘Thank you’ to our FIRPS team for organising an Elf Workshop. The children were so excited to see the workshop and once 

inside their little faces were truly memorable. They were in complete awe at the hanging naughty elves, the Santa Claus and Mrs Claus 
photo and the letter box with overflowing letters! It was great to see the children making their own Christmas bauble too. 

Christmas Pantomime

Another big ‘Thank 
you’ to FIRPS! The 
children absolutely 

loved the pantomime 
and were full of beans 
for the rest of the day!



Acorns Nativity
On Tuesday 5th December, 
Acorn class delivered their 
Christmas Nativity to an 
audience of 60 adults. 
The children were dressed 
beautifully as their chosen 
character and proudly acted 
out their parts. They sang their little hearts out 
to all the songs that they had learnt in only a few 
weeks. We’re sure you will agree that they were 
absolute superstars! Miss Underdown, Mrs 
Ridley and Mrs Neal would also like to thank all 
the parents and carers that supported their child 
(or other children) in creating, sharing or 
purchasing their costumes.

We were very lucky 
to have a little 
flurry of 
snow at school. 

The children were excited when they 
saw it and so we took them outside to 
have some playful fun!



This week in maths we have been learning about 
2D and 3D shapes and sorting them according to 
their properties. We also made patterns with the 
3D shapes with our partners. 

The children 
really 

enjoyed 
reading 

their stories 
with Year 4 
this week. 

They all 
listened 

attentively 
while their 

partner was 
reading to 

them.

Thank you 
to FIRPS for 

the 
wonderful 

pantomime 
and for the 

Elf
 Workshop!

After learning all 
about Christianity 
in RE, Palm class 

recreated their own 
version of the 

‘Christmas 
pudding’ by making 

chocolate Rice 
Krispy cakes with 

melted white 
chocolate on top. 
They absolutely 

loved making AND 
eating them, 

yummy!

When they’re not cooking, they’re creating! For science, Palm 
class created boats using recycled materials! Because they 

learnt all about water resistant materials, they knew exactly what 
to use, to make their boat float!



What a fantastic musical performance from both Years 1 & 2! 
Thank you to everyone who came and for the wonderful costumes you 

provided. 



. 

Year 2 have had a busy term at Forest 
School. They have been safe when 
using tools - the bow saw and the 

peeler. Everyone was excited to look 
for animals that matched the 

descriptive clues or footprints on 
their cards. Most of all, they all 

enjoyed the hot chocolate treat at the 
end of each session. Thank you for 

ensuring your child was prepared for 
every session. I wish  you all a very 
Happy Christmas from Mrs T Clark.



Sycamore Class have been amazing the past few weeks showing their core 
values of perseverance and independence.  In maths they have learned the 3, 4 
and 8 times tables and how to multiply and divide by 10.  After Christmas we will 
continue to explore multiplication and division with learning the column 
method.  The children loved finding out about Jacques Cousteau the French 
naval officer and oceanographer and they wrote fantastic biographies.  In art the 
children enjoyed finishing their Stone Age cave pictures.  The class have been 
exploring the theme electricity as part of their science lessons and produced 
their final piece of learning as an LED Christmas card.

Well done to all of the 
children who attended table 

tennis club this term and 
competed in the school’s 
table tennis competition. 

Following a number of 
games in the group stages, 8 

children qualified for the 
knockout stage of the 

tournament. Eventually Ruby 
and Nathan were the two 

children who made it to the 
final, and Ruby came out 

victorious in a closely fought 
game. 

Well done to all 18 children.

A massive thank you and well 
done needs to go to our year 5 
Sports Ambassadors. During 
terms 1 & 2, they have been 

helping out the KS1 children at 
lunch times on their playground 

by creating and organising 
games, and helping to make 

lunchtimes fun for the younger 
children. They have given up their 
own lunch times to help and their 

commitment to the role is very 
much appreciated. 

Well done Millie, Lyra, Scarlett, 
Jacob, Thomas and Molly.



We made it! It’s been a hectic last 2 weeks - from writing a 
description about Krampus in English, to using addition and 
subtraction for working out Little Bill’s Christmas shopping and 
meeting his budget in Maths, to completing our work on 
Anglo-Saxons with the events of the Battle of Hastings, to the carol 
concert at the church, to the Storytelling Exhibition to … PHEW!

I would like to thank you all for the support you have given us and 
your children so far this year. Whether that’s listening to them read 
nightly, or helping them learn their times tables and spellings, or 
showing your support at the events we have been involved in. It’s 
been a fantastic two terms - and the third will be here before we 
know it. 

Please have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. - 
Mr Meredith & Mrs Green



We have had a fun and exciting last two weeks of the term. We designed and built 
our own boats on No Pens Day and then had a competition to see which one 
would sail to the other side of the swimming pool first! We’ve also had our 
Superclass afternoon, been to the church to perform ‘A Muppet Christmas Carol’ 
and made decorations in the Elf Workshop. The children have also been busy 
writing their own play script in English and creating portraits in art. 



In English, Year 6 have been writing a description about a lovely, 
forest winter scene. They have worked hard to come up with lots 
of powerful vocabulary to describe the scene, as well as using a 
range of sentence starters to ensure their writing is interesting 
and written to a high standard. 

We have just finished our sequence of learning about the 
Victorians. Year 6 have really enjoyed this sequence of learning 
and have showed so much interest in the topic. Some children 
had a go at playing a Victorian playground game and dressing up 
in Victorian clothes recently! We also looked at Victorian artefacts 
and compared these to the modern day equivalent. 

Have a wonderful Christmas. 



. 

Friends of the Forest (F.O.F.) enjoyed their last session this week. The group worked hard 
to make their Christingles where they learnt about natural materials and flora. I am so 
proud of the Christmas cards they made using Hammer Zome - a leaf printing activity.   
I would like to wish them and yourselves a very Happy Christmas. - Mrs T Clark



Children from Key Stage 1 took part in a Kinetic Sand Lunchtime Club in the Hub this term. The children visited different places 
around the world including London, Paris, Egypt and Japan. They made tall buildings, sushi and bridges to represent something 

iconic from the places they visited. Our year 5 STEM ambassadors were on hand to support the children with their chosen designs. 



We’ve reached the end of Term 2, and what a busy, exciting 
term it’s been! 
Thank you for your continued support, and also for your 
Christmas cards and gifts.
In Term 3, starting Wednesday 3rd January 2024, our 
weekly SEND surgery will continue with Mrs Andreou 
having bookable appointments available to discuss 
anything SEND and Inclusion related.

Wishing you a happy Christmas 
and new year!

Mrs J Andreou and Mrs M Clark

KCC have opened their 
public consultation into 

their new Locality Model for 
SEND Inclusion. 

Please access information 
about their new proposal 
here. There are links to 

further documents on this 
page and a questionnaire 
to capture your views on 

SEND provision and 
funding in Kent.

https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/locality-model-for-special-educational-needs-inclusion?utm_source=ehq_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ehq-Locality-Model-for-Special-Education-Needs-Inclusion--Public-Consultation&utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ehq


Lunchtimes can be tricky for some children. The hall can be noisy, 
busy, and unstructured times can cause some to go off-track. We 

aim to recognise and reward the effort that our children have shown 
towards making positive contributions to the lunchtime 

environment. Each term, 12 children from years 2-6 will be chosen 
as our lunchtime All Stars. Each day, all members of staff aim to 

recognise good behaviour, good manners, kindness, helpfulness, 
table manners and where children have made determined efforts to 
improve on all these things. Staff nominate children each day, and 
at the end of the term, the 12 children with the most nominations 

will be acknowledged and rewarded with an All Stars lunch. 

This term our All Stars are: Sophie and Annabelle in year 2, Saskia 
and Evelyn in year 3, Ruby and Delphine in year 4, Mila and Tess in 

year 5 and Oliver, Elsie, Charlie and Mia in year 6. Well done!









Week Ending 08.12
Acorns Class 

Jorge, Lillie & Able for Independence 
Oak Class 

Lennon & Jacob F for Perseverance, Jaxon for Self Reflection 
Palm Class 

Rajah for Self Reflection & Zachary for Respect 
Sycamore Class 

Jack E for Independence, Constance for Respect 
& Margaret for Perseverance 

Cherry Class
Ruby H & Nihaal for Independence, Esme for Respect 

Willow Class 
Jace for Independence, Harvey for Self Reflection 

& Lillie for Respect 
Aspen Class 

Abigail, Oliver & Lily for Respect 

W/E 08.12
Most Valuable Player 
1st Edward of Cherry 

2nd Samuel Yanis of Cherry
3rd Charlie of Sycamore

W/E 08.12
Winning Class

1st Cherry
2nd Willow

3rd Sycamore

Week Ending 15.12
Acorns Class 

Florence for Independence, Jeremias & Ava for Self Reflection 
Oak Class 

Aubany for Independence, Elena for Self Reflection 
& Neda for Perseverance 

Palm Class
Iyla & Luna for Self Reflection, Felix for Respect 

Sycamore Class
Saskia for Independence, Stanley & Evelyn for Respect 

Cherry Class
Summer, Delphine & Cooper M for Perseverance 

 Willow Class
Millie C for Independence, Ronak for Self Reflection 

& Harry for Respect                                                 
Aspen Class 

George, Maisey & Seth for Self Reflection 

W/E 15.12
Most Valuable Player 

1st Samuel Yanis of Cherry
2nd Edward of Cherry
3rd Ronak of Willow 

W/E 15.12
Winning Class

1st Cherry  
2nd Willow

3rd Sycamore

W/E 15.12
Jeremiah, Oliver F & Samuel L of Cherry

W/E 08.12
Keira of Sycamore 

W/E 08.12
Lucas, Matilda, Katelyn, Nihaal & Samuel-Yanis of Cherry, Henry, 
Sujaan, Harry & Saskia of Sycamore, Charlie, Millie H, Thomas, 
Scarlett, Jace, Tess, Molly, Lillie & Harvey of Willow, Lily of Aspen 

W/E 08.12
Nihaal, Matilda, Katelyn & 
Delphine of Cherry, Alf of 
Sycamore, Sybil & Jujhar 
of Oak

W/E 15.12
Oliver & Lily of Aspen, Charlie, Millie H, Thomas, Scarlett, Jace, 
Tess, Molly, Lillie & Harvey of Willow,Samuel-Yanis, Lucas, Matilda, 
Katelyn & Nihaal of Cherry, Henry, Sujaan, Charlie, Harry & Saskia 
of Sycamore 

W/E 15.12
Ruby WN & Cooper M 
of Cherry, Darcey & 
Saskia of Sycamore 


