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Dear Parents and Carers,

It’s been a busy few days at Istead Rise, and after the disruption of the last two years, it finally feels like school life is returning to normal. 
Yesterday was full of fun, as children (and staff!) did a great job dressing-up as their favourite literary characters to celebrate World Book 
Day, and today children from Year Five are off on an adventure to London for their visit to The Science Museum. As you will know, we have a 
number of guest speakers visiting the school over the coming weeks, to talk to children about different careers that might one day be 

available to them, and we will soon be welcoming the ‘real’ Islambard Kingdom Brunel into school to 
put of a show for children on the topic of Science Technology Engineering & Maths (STEM). Parent 
drop-ins commence again this term and we will also be writing to you in the near future to invite you 
all to our next round of parent consultation meetings, which will be 
taking place next term.

We are also currently considering appointing a new Midday Meal 
Supervisor to our lunchtime team. We have not yet placed an 
advert for this position, but if you are interested in finding out more 
about this potential opportunity to join us, please contact our office 
team who will be able to provide more information.

I am also pleased to report that pupil attendance and punctuality 
have improved over the last two weeks. It is vital that children are 
brought to school on time and do not unnecessarily miss any 
further learning.

I thank you for your continued support and wish all Istead Rise 
families a fantastic weekend.

Steve Payne
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World Book Day was phenomenal! The children wore costumes representing their favourite book 
character and were exceptionally confident in speaking to a wide audience about who they were and why 
they had chosen their character. In addition to this, Acorns class listened to a live performance from the 
author ‘Julia Donaldson’. Many songs were sung during the theatrical performance from Julia and her 

characters and the children loved every minute. 



People who help us
Term 4 has been super exciting so far. The 

children have been learning about ‘People who 
help us.”  Last week, the children learnt about a 

significant individual from the past - Florence 
Nightingale! The classroom was set out as a 
hospital with beds, an administration room, a 

waiting area, a chemist and more which ignited 
their passion for learning.These experiences led 

them to write a recount of a trip/visit they had 
had, to visit a nurse or a doctor!

Fire! Fire!
This week, Acorns class have been 
learning all about the Fire Brigade. 

The children dressed up, rehearsed a 
fire scene and made a healthy dinner 

back at the station! 
They were super excited to see a real 

fire engine close up 
at school



During Maths we have been 
measuring, comparing and adding 

lengths and heights of objects. 

In English, we have continued writing our biography 
on the pilot Amy Johnson. We have loved learning 
lots of interesting facts about her and her 
achievements. It has even inspired some of us to 
think about becoming pilots in the future!

Year 2 have had a great start 
to this new term! We have 
worked hard in Maths on our 
learning of 2D/ 3D shapes. 
We have described their 
properties using the words, 
faces, edges and 
vertices

.

These last 
couple of weeks, we 
have enjoyed some 

visitors to school to talk 
to us about aspirations 

for our future.

We have also enjoyed learning about the Great Fire 
of London in History this term. 
We have thought about how different things were 
back in 1666 and how not having a proper fire 
brigade would have caused the fire to spread further! 
This learning made us even more excited when we 
were paid a visit by the real Fire Service! We had lots 
of questions to ask and were fascinated by 
everything we learnt!

.

Using pipe 
cleaners, we were

 able to visualise and 
count the edges 

correctly.



Sycamore have been 
working hard in
English since the start
of term 4. 
They have been 
learning all about the
incredible Mary 
Seacole and writing a 
biography about her 
life. 
The children have
really impressed us with the thoughtful 
questions they have been asking during 
these English lessons. 

In Maths we have been learning all about 
bar charts, pictograms and tables. 
The children have interpreted these and 
presented data in their books. 

In English we have 
started our biography 
writing on Molly Brown - 
Titanic survivor and 
women's rights 
campaigner. 
Unsurprisingly, we have 
learnt lots of new 
information about this amazing and inspirational 
woman! We have been continuing our theme of light 
in Science, this week looking at reinforcing that light 
travels in straight lines and how shadows are formed. 
To help with this we have started designing and 
making a set of shadow puppets to retell a fairy tale 
or nursery rhyme. In maths we have continued our 
revision work in arithmetic, focusing on fractions and 
decimals.

When 
we were visited by 

Samantha Harris, the curator 
from Maidstone Museum, 

Year 6 took part in an extended 
Q & A session in order to find out 
more about her job, the work she 

does and the qualifications 
and possible routes into 

a fascinating 
job!

We have started a new unit of work in 
history this term which focuses on the 
Ancient Greeks. The children had lots of 
fun looking at artefacts and trying to 
guess what they were for and who 
would have used them. During our 
history lesson this week the children 
learnt about important cities in Ancient 
Greece, including Sparta and Olympia. 

Maths we continue to work on fractions - learning 
how to add and subtract simple and mixed 
denominator questions.  In history we are learning 
about the Scots.  We continue to look at plants as 
part of our science and observe what is happening 
with our experiments.  

Cherry Class have 
made a great start
to the term showing
a positive ‘I can’ 
attitude and 
persevering with 
challenges.  
The children have 
enjoyed visits from the fire brigade, a museum 
curator and an author as part of our future 
aspirations.

In English we have 
started a new 
sequence of learning 
a biography of Mary 
Anning.  The children 
have enjoyed 
researching her life 
and legacy, they have 
enjoyed finding out 

that she was a paleontologist who helped shape our 
understanding of fossils.



Welcome back! Year 5 have been hard at work already this week. In Maths, we have started multiplication and division and many children have 
been working hard on TT Rockstars too - well done!  In English, we have started our new sequence in which we are writing a biography about 
Ada Lovelace, a mathematician. Both classes have enjoyed carrying out research about her and finding out about her work and life. In History, 

we have started our Ancient Egyptians topic. Here are some photos of our Egyptian workshop that took place on the last day of Term 3. 
This was a great day and was enjoyed by all. 



Cherry class really 
enjoyed looking for 

extracts from books to 
celebrate World Book 

Day in the Forest.  They 
also enjoyed building 
bug hotels, looking for 

leaves and searching for 
birds in the trees



                                                      

Week Ending 25.02
Acorns Class 

Tyler, Emilia & Ronnie for Independence 
Oak Class 

Elliott for Independence & Jack E for Perseverance 
Palm Class 

Joshua for Self Reflection & Martin for Perseverance 
Sycamore Class

Millie H & Mila for Respect   
Cherry Class

Abigail & Archie for Respect 
Willow Class 

Utre for Perseverance & Lilly for Respect    
Holly Class 

Sahib for Perseverance & Harry for Independence 
Aspen Class 

Calan for Respect & Violet for Independence

Week Ending 04.03
Acorns Class 

Chace for Independence & Theo B for Respect 
Oak Class 

Alicia for Independence & Taylor for Perseverance  
Palm Class 

Lucas for Perseverance & Ruby H for Independence 
Sycamore Class

Molly for Respect & Berta for Independence 
Cherry Class 

Tommy for Perseverance & Oliver for Respect  
Willow Class 

Ann-Louise for Respect & Aman for Self Reflection 
Holly Class 

Sienna for Respect & James O for Perseverance
Aspen Class 

Dylan for Self Reflection & Jana for Independence 

W/E 25.02
Ella of Oak

W/E 25.02
Most Valuable Player 

1st Tyler C of Holly
2nd Isher of Willow
3rd Alfie of Willow

Rock Hero Status 
Harry P of Willow

W/E 04.03
 Most Valuable Player 

1st Tyler C of Holly 
2nd Isher of Willow
3rd Harry of WIllow 

Rock Hero Status 
Sevak of Aspen 

W/E 25.02
Winning Class 

1st Willow
2nd Holly
3rd Aspen

W/E 04.03
Winning Class 

1st Holly
2nd Willow
3rd Cherry

 W/E 04.03
Bronze 

Oliver F & Matilda of Palm, Aman, Abishai & 
Isher of Willow, Molly & Poppy of Sycamore                                                                                        

Silver
Jack L, Bobby, Elliott, Constance, Samuel, 

Keira, Nyla, Stanley, Alicia, Henry & Dolly of 
Oak, Leah, Samuel L, Elvie, Arabella, Shae, 
Louie & Cooper G of Palm, Maisie & Brooke 

of Willow, Kasey, Ronak & Millie C of 
Sycamore, Sevak & Dylan of Aspen   

Gold
Rosie, Nathan, Ollie, Carlyle, Ruby, Archie & 

Isabelle of Cherry, Theo of Sycamore   
Platinum

Jessica S & Parsen of Cherry

 W/E 25.02
Bronze 

Dilan of Willow, 
Margaret of Oak, 

Eden & Poppy of Holly 
& Luc of Aspen                                                                                          

Silver
Charlie, Darcey, Harry, 

Teddy, 
Sujaan & Lyla of Oak & 
Scarlett of Sycamore

Gold
Lyra & Thomas of 

Sycamore

W/E 04.03
Leo H 



 
Week 1              

W/C 7th
 March 


